FREE 


WEEKLY FREE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR % DIF ENERGY London and South of England Media Awards 


KenS^n Sunday 

WWW.kentnews.CO.llk Anrill7 2D1R Mid prlition Nn 70S 


wt 


April 17, 2016 




Mid edition No 708 



\ SftSl 


t r 




ELECTION 


(Ti ,rt V 




I |Will PCC vote be 
|rock bottom again? 

t Discover results of 

our survey inside 

— 


CAMPAIGN 


/V 




II (O 

Westmitister 


MPs united in call for fair package of 
compensation^: victims of scandal 


iL 1 

Radio Kent’s John and 
1 Maggie reveal all 

_ j I In the studio with popular 

I breakfast show duo 

I 

er Hundreds of street 

parties planned 


jMaggie reveal all 

I-In the studio with popular 
breakfast show duo 


County all set to celebrate 
Queen’s 90th in style this June 


I ^ 


ROYAL 

SHAKESPEARE 

COMPANY 


01227 787787 
marlowetheatre.com 


THE ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY AND THE CANTERBURY PLAYERS 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE MARLOWE THEATRE PRESENT 
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A PLAY FOR THE NATION 
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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Why do we still freeze 
when it comes to death? 


IT SEEMS unlikely death will lose its 
taboo status anytime soon - so 
disturbing is the prospect for so many. 

The sheer weight of the emotional 
baggage which comes with any 
conversation tends to drown it no 
sooner does it nosedive into any form 
of social interaction. 

But die we surely will and the 
ability to do some planning, while 
you can, for your final send off makes 
sound commonsense. 

After all, just how many of us have 
not only had to cope with the loss of 
a loved one, but then faced the 
reality of having to arrange a jjlPJ 
funeral with no real sense of gr 
just exactly what they 
wanted? 

Not to mention the often 
financially crippling issue of 
the costs involved in a 
modern funeral. 

Just look at how some _ 

friends, colleagues 
and even family ^jfl 
respond to you in 
the event of the 


death of a loved one. So dumbfound¬ 
ed are they at what to say, they opt, 
more often than not, to say nothing 
at all and thus frequently add insult 
to the emotional injury already felt 
by the loss. 

Inside this weekend’s edition we 
look at the first ‘funeral fair’ - think 
wedding fair but for all the compo¬ 
nents of how to arrange the final 
farewell. It seems uncomfortable at 
first, but when given a little thought, 
it may prove a useful way of intro¬ 
ducing many of us to aspects we 
hadn’t considered before. 

If nothing else, should it spark 
some discussions among us 
all, or consideration of a little 
financial pre-planning, it will 
go a long way to alleviate the 
stress and strain of those left to 
organise such glum events 
while trying to cope with grief 
themselves. 

And on that 
cheerful 
note,enjoy your 
weekend! 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Discover 
the fabulous 
Foxhunter Park 
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FOR 2016 with 12 months use. 
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O Family owned & 

independently run award¬ 
winning holiday park 


O Exquisite new & pre-owned C Outstanding facilities with C Fantastically located just 
caravans for sale from world-class entertainment 1 hour from London on the 

£19,995 for the whole family beautiful Kent coast 
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»fyTS The Foxhunter Park 

%>;< ! l 4 ' 1 ' www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 


Come & visit us we’re open 7 days a week or for more information call 

free 08081181914 


‘Example is based on sale price of £29.995 with £5,000 deposit. Payments based over 120 months at 7.9% APR. Total amount repayable: £35,803.20. Finance is subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. “Free site fees on all purchases before 31st March 2016, cannot be used in conjunction with other offers. 
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Family’s disbelief over 
brutal murder of Roy, 73 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


VICTIM: Roy Blackman was killed at his home in Headcorn Road, Biddenden 


THE family of murdered pensioner 
Roy Blackman says it remains 
“unthinkable” that a “vulnerable 
73-year-old could be harmed in his 
home”. 

Mr Blackman was found dead at 
his home in Headcorn Road shortly 
before 9am on March 21. A 
post-mortem examination revealed 
he died as a result of multiple blunt 
force injuries. 

In the first major statement made 
by his family since the attack, they 
painted a picture of Mr Blackman, 
explaining he remained heartbro¬ 
ken after the death of his wife. 

They said: “We are devastated by 
our loss and have been unable to 
comment until now on what has 
been such a terrible shock. 

“It is unthinkable to us that a 
vulnerable 73-year-old alone in his 
home could be harmed. 

“Roy lived a simple life without 
extravagance; he desperately 
missed his wife who sadly passed 
away six years ago after a brave 
battle with cancer. This July it 
would have been their golden 
wedding anniversary, 50 years. 


“To keep himself busy he 
continued to work and pursue his 
hobby of breeding rare wildfowl. 

“He came from a farming 
background in Smarden, and then as 
a self-taught car mechanic specialis¬ 
ing in Audi and VWs he set up his 
own business from home, later 
moving to the garage in Smarden. 

“In the 1980s he moved the 
business to Biddenden to Heartsay 
Garage where he remained. 

“He was an old school mechanic 


and what he didn’t know about 
cars wasn’t worth knowing. 

“He had ‘grafted’ all his life and 
was a kind, wise and private man 
who loved the countryside and his 
collection of pheasants, ducks and 
geese. 

“Roy will be sadly missed by his 
daughters and son-in-laws, his 
grandchildren, his brother and 
sister, his brother-in-laws and all 
his other family, close friends and 
the wider community. 


“We truly can’t believe that we 
won’t see him again or hear his 
laughter and we will never come to 
terms with the manner of his death. 

“If anyone has any information at 
all that they think may help with 
the investigation, we ask that they 
pass it on to the police. Rest in peace 
Roy with your sweetheart Eileen.” 

So far six people have been 
arrested in connection with his 
death. One has been charged, five 
released on police bail. 



Duo found floating in 10ft 
dinghy off the Dover coast 


Farage attacks Obama 
ahead of president’s call 
to stay inside Europe 


BARACK Obama has been branded 
the “most anti-British” US president 
in history by Ukip leader Nigel Farage. 

The prominent Brexit campaigner, 
who lives in Westerham and stood for 
the South Thanet constituency in last 
year’s general election, took aim at Mr 
Obama ahead of the American 
president’s visit to Britain over the 
coming week in which he is expected 
to express support for the UK to vote to 
‘remain’ part of the European Union. 

“Mercifully, this American 
president, who is the most anti-Brit¬ 
ish American president there has 
ever been, won’t be in office for much 
longer, and I hope will be replaced by 
somebody rather more sensible when 
it comes to trading relationships with 
this country,” the Ukip leader said. 

Handing the pro-EU government 
pamphlet back to Number 10 
Downing Street in protest at £9.3 
million of taxpayers’ money being 
used to distribute it nationally, Mr 
Farage challenged prime minister 
David Cameron to a face-to-face 


debate on the referendum issues. 

Speaking on Friday, Mr Farage, who 
is a Ukip MEP for the south east, said: 
“If this leaflet had genuinely contained 
objective facts, I simply would not have 
a problem with it. But when it tells me 
that if we vote to remain we will keep 
our own border controls, when the 
truth is now that we have an open 
door to 508 million people, this isn’t 
fact, it’s false assertion. 

“This needs debating properly. If Mr 
Cameron is so confident of what’s in 
this leaflet, I will debate it with him, 
head-to-head, any place, any time, 
anywhere. Every country in the world 
has access to the single market, the 
truth is Britain has a rotten deal.” 

Earlier in the week, Mr Farage 
threw his support behind Vote Leave, 
after the Grassroots Out group he 
had championed lost out on being 
the official Brexit campaign group. 

He distanced himself from threats 
by a major Ukip donor to hold up the 
EU referendum with a legal chal¬ 
lenge over the selection process. 


IMMIGRATION officials are 
continuing to speak to two men 
found floating in a dingy in the 
English Channel in the early hours 
of Thursday morning - apparently 
trying to reach the coast of Dover 

The duo, thought to be from Iran, 
were spotted in the sea by a 
passing P&O ferry which spotted 
the light from their mobile phone. 

Emergency rescue teams 


A ROAD in Dartford is to be 
renamed in honour of murdered 
schoolgirl Claire Tiltman. 

The 16-year-old was stabbed to 
death in an alleyway dose to her 
home in Greenhithe by former 
milkman Colin Ash-Smith in 1993, in 
a crime which remained unsolved 
for 21 years. He is now serving a 
minimum 21-year jail term. 

Dartford council rubber- 


picked them up one and a half 
miles off Dover at around 2.30am. 

They are believed to have been 
floating for around eight hours in 
the 10ft inflatable. 

It follows reports migrants are 
now looking to land at the likes of 
Whitstable and other UK ports after 
security was tightened so dramati¬ 
cally at both Dover and Cheriton 
for the Eurotunnel access point. 


stamped the proposals which will 
see Fastrack Manor Way, from 
London Road at the junction with 
Craylands Lane in Swanscombe 
and through Ingress Park, 
re-named as Tiltman Avenue. 

Council leader Jeremy Kite said 
1 ‘It was a no-brainer really and an 
absolute privilege to do it. Her 
friends have fought so hard for her 
memory to be kept alive.’ ’ 


Road to be renamed in the 
memory of murdered Claire 
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Airport gets long-term rescue helicopter deal 

LYDD Airport has been confirmed as the permanent push ahead with plans to build a £7 million search and 
base for the coastguard’s search and rescue helicopter, rescue hangar at the airport, which will house two 
The Department for Transport had originally made state-of-the art aircraft operating around the clock. 
Manston its base but when the airport closed, the North Thanet MP Sir Roger Gale said the news was 

rescue team were relocated to Lydd instead on a 1 ‘disappointing’ ’ but “it is clear maritime security has to 

temporary basis. Now that’s become permanent. take priority over our preferences or those of the DfT 

Operator Bristow Helicopters will now be able to and the company”. 

Climate change could 
force Kent to be British 
farming hub, experts say 


Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


AGRICULTURE experts in Kent have 
called on the government for sup¬ 
port in making the county the heart¬ 
beat of the UK’s food industry. 

At a Rural Focus Group meeting 
this week, bosses discussed the im¬ 
portance of the industry in an ever- 
changing environment, but need 
help in terms of maintaining Kent’s 
sustainable production of food. 

Chris Atkinson, professor of sus¬ 
tainable agriculture and climate 
change at the University of Green¬ 
wich’s Medway campus, said: “We 
still have this huge opportunity to do 
more in Kent. 

“This is the best place to do a lot of 
agriculture in the UK. 

“We as a nation have a very poor 
diet in terms of fruit and vegetables 
and we could in theory grow a lot 
more in Kent. 

“We can reduce the trade gap we 
have - it’s getting larger in terms of 
imports of fruit and vegetables. 



FARMING: Support needed 

“Defra (Department for Environ¬ 
ment, Food and Rural Affairs) has 
really ignored this for a long time. 

“We get a lot of our food from 
southern Europe which is subject to 
real pressure from climate change. 


“Places like Spain and Greece are 
running out of water and when that 
happens they’re not going to be sup¬ 
plying us with food, are they? 
They’re going to be feeding their 
own people. 

“I think the government has a big 
responsibility here to make sure we 
do more in terms of sustainable food 
production.” 

Retired apple grower John Guest 
suggested that sparkling wine could 
also be on the rise in Kent, with the 
climate in other countries becoming 
less and less suitable for champagne 
production. 

Pat Crawford, from Hadlow Col¬ 
lege, added: “One of the reasons the 
Kent landscape is so varied and 
stunning relates to farming in this 
county and we can produce every¬ 
thing here. 

“In terms of mixed farming, I 
think we’re the best county in the 
country. 

“Ten or 12 years ago we didn’t 
produce cheese or ice cream, but we 
now do and win awards on the inter¬ 
national scene.” 



STARS: Del, Rodney and Albert 


Lovely jubbly! 
Only Fools is 
back in town 

A SPECIAL exhibition celebrating one of 
the best loved episodes of classic BBC 
comedy Only Fools and Horses will take 
place at Margate’s Dreamland next month. 

Only Fools and Horses: The Jolly Boys 
Exhibition is being staged in the town to 
mark the memorable 1989 Christmas 
special which saw the cast head off to 
Margate for a day out. 

Now the exhibition, which runs from 
May 28 to June 5, will return to one of 
the locations used for the filming to 
celebrate the popular show. 

It will feature props and costumes 
from the BBC show, including Del Boy’s 
flat and the famous Reliant Regal 
Supervan. 

In addition, on the opening weekend, 
two of the original cast members will be 
at exhibition to meet visitors and recall 
their experiences on the show. John 
Challis, reprising his role as Boycie, will 
appear along with his on-screen wife 
Sue Holderness as Marlene. 

The Jolly Boys Outing saw Del, 

Rodney, Uncle Albert and all the 
Peckham regulars head out for a day by 
the sea, with filming taking place 
around the town. 

However, when their bus breaks down 
and a rail strike prevents them from 
getting home, the group find themselves 
having to spend the night in the town. 


Date set for trial over 
PC murder case 

AN ITALIAN-born man will go on trial in the 
autumn for allegedly strangling and dismember¬ 
ing PC Gordon Semple, from Greenhithe, after 
meeting him on gay dating website Grindr. 

Stefano Brizzi, 49, is accused of killing the 
59-year-old officer at his flat on a day between 
April 1 and April 7. 

Bearded Brizzi appeared at the Old Bailey on 
Wednesday wearing dark sunglasses and a grey 
tracksuit, and was flanked by three dock officers. 

The judge set a timetable for the case with a 
provisional trial date of Tuesday, October 18. A 
plea and case management hearing was fixed for 
June 29. 

The defendant was remanded in custody ahead 
of a further hearing on April 20. 

PC Semple who had served with the Met Police 
for 30 years, went missing on April 1. His remains 
were discovered a week later after a neighbour 
alerted Scotland Yard to a “smell of death” 
coming from a property in Southwark. 


Love where you live 
and get nominating 

NOMINATIONS are open for Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council's popular Love Where We Live 
Awards. 

The community awards are designed to 
celebrate the people who enhance the borough.. 

To be nominated, individuals, groups, busi¬ 
nesses and organisations need to demonstrate 
how they are dedicated to helping others in the 
community, benefiting the environment, or 
accomplishing personal goals. 

There are seven categories open for nomination 
this year including charity of the year, best group 
and individual hero. 

There’s also young sports achiever for those 16 
and under, and young volunteer for those aged 24 
and under. 

The winner of the eighth award, the Love 
Where We Live Award, will be chosen by a panel 
of judges as an overall winner from the other 
seven categories. Nominations close on July 29. 
See the council’s website for details. 


Westminster summit 
into college scandal 

AN ‘emergency summit’ was hosted by South Thanet 
MP Craig Mackinlay in Westminster this week, 
following revelations of institutionalised failings and 
abuse at Westgate College in Margate. 

The findings by the Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) at the college for deaf people were described 
by the Conservative MP as ‘ ‘simply horrifying’ ’. 

The summit brought together key charities and 
organisations including Kent Police, the CQC, the 
NSPCC and the Royal Deaf Children’s Society. 

It also included Action on Hearing Loss from whom 
Mr Mackinlay has received assurances that they will 
be taking over the administration of John Townsend 
Trust facilities. 

The summit discussed what went wrong at the 
college, abuse which the police described as ‘ ‘abhor¬ 
rent’ ’. Represented organisations felt that the fact that 
victims were deaf or deafblind contributed to the abuse, 
as victims were not able to point to what had occurred. 
Conclusions centred around a move towards a high 
quality workforce and greater safeguards. 
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Again we look to France in bid 
to ease strain on our hospitals 



PRESSURE: Labour backs calls to pull in recruits from across the Channel 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


HEALTH bosses in the county have report¬ 
edly admitted they could call in doctors and 
nurses from Calais to help stem increasing 
demand for their services. 

Medway Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG) is believed to be considering a number of 
options to help ease the pressure on the health 
service - one of which is the recruitment of pro¬ 
fessionals from across the Channel. 

The plans have received the firm backing 
from Labour councillor Mike Eddy, who sits 
on the Kent County Council health overview 
and scrutiny committee, who believes the 
NHS needs all the help it can get. 

“As far as I’m concerned, getting doctors 
and nurses from anywhere is a good idea,” 
he told KoS. 

“The problem is the government have cre¬ 
ated an environment where junior doctors 
are seriously unhappy and we are not train¬ 
ing people quickly enough. 

“I have got no problem with wherever they 
get them from. 

“There are a couple of GPs in my area who 
are German and I know other people who 
are treated by a variety of doctors whose ori¬ 
gins are anything from South African to 
Greek to Bulgarian. 


“We have been pillaging the world for an 
awfully long time so I don’t see how this is 
any different.” 

The first operation on a British patient in 
Calais under a new contract also took place 
this week. 

Timothy Brierley, from Folkestone, trav¬ 
elled across the Channel on Thursday before 
being operated on by French surgeon Lau¬ 
rent Tartar on Friday morning. 

He will head back to Kent following the 
procedure on Sunday. 


It follows the signing of a deal between 
Centre Hospitalier de Calais and South 
Kent Coast CCG back in January after the 
hospital bid to provide services at the end of 
last year. 

It was deemed a potential solution to ca¬ 
pacity problems in the county where pa¬ 
tients are having to wait months for sur¬ 
gery. 

While the NHS will cover the cost of elec¬ 
tive surgery, patients like Mr Brierley will 
have to pay for their own travel costs. 


Get involved in KoS' 
Food & Drink Awards 

THERE’s still plenty of time to nominate your 
favourite food and drink venues and producers of 
the year for our annual awards event. 

The Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards has become one of the highlights of the 
year with gongs for everything from top restaurant 
and pub to the best farmers’ market and farm shop. 

Turn to page 44 for details of all the categories 
and an entry form. 


County's starring role 
in Sky's The Tunnel 

POPULAR drama The Tunnel returned for a 
second series on Sky Atlantic this week, with 
viewers able to recognise a host of Kent sites used 
for location filming. 

The crew spent months filming in the county 
with scenes in the first episode shot in Botany Bay 
the Turner Contemporary Dover and Deal. 


Grape balls of fire 

FIRE crews had to tackle a lorry full of grapes on 
fire on the M2 5 on Monday - aided by a passing 
sludge gulper which provided water to bring the 
flames under control. 

Three lanes of the motorway between junctions 
two and three - Dartford and Swanley - were 
closed for a short time as crews tackled the fire on 
the hard shoulder. No one was hurt. 



ENGLAND SINCE 1920 
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WL HYPNOS 


"Nova ' 

Table & 6 chairs { 

1 was-£2265 SALE £1799 


| image for illustrative purposes oty 

Clarkes 

furnishing your home 

UPHOLSTERY 


/Hypnos Stratus 

0 150cm Divan Set 

\wasY2239 SALE £1519 

ajj^Headboard optional extra 


^0% Up to 2 years* 

www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 

Sandling Road, Maidstone ME 14 2RF 01622 753073 

DINING | BEDS | BEDROOM 


price 

match 


*Cash price £2000, deposit £500.12 monthly payments of £125. Total payable £2000. Subject to status, quotation available on request. Credit provided by an external finance company determined by Clarkes. Subject to acceptance. 
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Could Stack park be in place 
as early as next summer? 



A SOLUTION to Operation Stack 
could be in force as early as next 
summer, despite the government 
not yet making a decision on where 
it should be. 

MPs were told at a transport 
committee meeting in Westminster 
on Monday that plans for a £2 50m 
lorry park ‘the size of Disneyland’ at 
Stanford off the M20 had acceler¬ 
ated, and that it could partly open 
in just over 12 months. 

Jim O’Sullivan, chief executive of 
Highways England, said: “We 
would very much like to have some 
part of it available by next summer. 

“How big that will be depends on 
the construction process, the 
planning process and how much 
cooperation we get from stakeholders. 

“We would very much like to 
enter the summer of 2017 with 


some parts of this scheme 
available.” 

A consultation into the plans 
closed in January, where the public 
were asked for their preferred site 
for the lorry park, which will aim to 


reduce severe congestion of freight 
traffic on the motorway, when the 
port is closed. 

Its findings are expected to be 
published in the coming weeks. 

It has met fierce local opposition. 


Ukip call on police chief to 
probe election spending 


THANET District Council 
leader Chris Wells has demand¬ 
ed Kent Police launch an 
investigation into Conservative 
spending in the South Thanet 
constituency during last year’s 
general election. 

But the force insists it will not 
start probing the circumstances 
until an Electoral Commission 
report is completed. 

Ukip’s Cllr Wells has already 
called for Conservative MP 
Craig Mackinlay to resign over 
the row, and has now published 
an open letter to chief constable 
Alan Pughsley, pleading with 
him to explore the matter. 

In it he said: “The law states 
your right to investigate lasts 
only one year from the election, 
a deadline now less than a 
month away. Given there is 
another investigation already 


under way, which may produce 
evidence of criminal behaviour, 
would it not make sense to 
apply to extend your investiga¬ 
tion deadline, as the law 
permits you to do?” 

A Kent Police spokesperson 
said in response to the letter: 
“We are not investigating the 
conduct of the election in the 
South Thanet constituency. 

“The Electoral Commission 
are investigating whether 
spending at two hotels in Kent 
during the election should have 
been recorded as national 
spending. If they conclude the 
spending should have been 
recorded as candidate spending 
then we will review this matter 
if it is suspected that offences 
may have taken place in Kent.” 

The Tories have always 
denied any wrong-doing. 


Lightning hits Morrisons 


Levi Roots' B2B talk 

DRAGONS’ Den success story Levi Roots 
- the man behind the Reggae Reggae Foods 
empire - will be a guest speaker at the Kent 
B2B conference this month. 

He will speak at the free business event on 
April 26. It takes place at the Ashford 
International Hotel. 


Bar Vasa to be auctioned 

SANDGATE’s Bar Vasa on The Esplanade will 
be sold at auction early next month. 

Auctioneer Clive Emson says the bar/ 
restaurant offers potential to be re-opened, but it 
might also be converted into residential use. 

The guide price is £250-255,000. The sale 
takes place on May 3 in Detling. 


LIGHTNING struck the Morrisons super¬ 
market in Canterbury on Thursday forcing 
both the store and petrol station to be 
evacuated. 

The store in Wincheap was hit twice during 
the storm. No one was injured and the petrol 
pumps were isolated as a precaution. 


Film crew at the Array 

FILM crews from South Korea have spent 
three days filming in Ramsgate for a 
documentary about the future of energy. 

The show will feature the London Array 
offshore wind farm which is sited off the 
coast of Thanet, and how similar schemes 
could benefit Korea. 



Celebrating 25 years 
of Care & Support 


We are an approved provider for Kent County Council. 


Bridge Haven avante) 

care & support 

Care Home “Everyone T/Utters' 


“Living in the village I visit my husband daily at Bridge 
Haven and see the care and hard work of all the staff.” 


Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those 
living with dementia. The team of attentive, experienced and skilled 
staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, homely environment. Services 
provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, day care 
and short term respite care known as the homes ‘My Time’ service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many 
bedrooms having en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of 
well-being. Facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents 
to enjoy and socialise and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the 

two attractively laid gardens. 


C. 01227 831607 B enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 

^ Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX @ avantecare.org.uk 
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Units 5 2M Trade Park Beddow Way Aylesford Kent ME20 7BT | Tile Showrcft 
01622 717107 I e: info@cafceramics.co.uk I www.cafceramics.co.uk , 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Kids, 6, seeking asylum 

KCC struggling to cope with intake 


2. First patient in Calais 

A deal was signed back in January 

3. Pent Valley strike 

Students oppose planned closure 

The Essential Guide: 



.to Manston Airport 


Everything you need to know about support to 
re-open the site as a functioning airport 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Works to restore Gravesend’s indoor market hall are con¬ 
tinuing as developers look to restore the historic site. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Gambling too much? 

Tales of betting’s ups and downs 


2. Greens on the crossing 

Martin Whybrow writes for us 

3. Lorry lane needed 

WhyHGVs drive us round the bend 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Should all MPs have to 
publish their tax return? 

Yes, they all should - 50% 

Only cabinet members should - 0% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



No, it’s their business - 33% 
Don’t care -17% 





Britelite's SupQT 




AMAZING 

DEALS! 


Pj Wl\/lAY 


7 windows, 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 


Fully installed inc. VAT 


Britelite Triple Glazed 

WINDOWS 


TO 


Conservatories 
this Spring 




Call 0800 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.mlBi windowsxo.uk 
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Mmmmmiumsm' 7 SAT 23 


THE MAGIC OF 


TfKM ANNIVERSARY 


.LIVE ON STAGE THE MUSIC Of THE..: 


FOUR TOPS SUPREMES TEMPTATIONS JACKSON 5 ^ 
STEVIE WONDER MARVIN GAVE LIONEL RICHIE « 
DIANA ROSS ISLEY BROTHERS MARY WELLS ^ 1 

■ MaaicOfMotown udMagicOfMol 


BROMLEY 

CHURCHILL THEATRE s0203 285 6000 www.churchilltheatre.co.uk 


The Story Of The 

n ' ' r'/ 


hi Words And Music 


7/tree Brothers, One Dream. One Destiny 


/ A, 


I £ 


f Search “YouWinAgain 


1 "rSrV^ 1*3 

- fflYouWinAgainShow 


3/Ao 




»«- 


- 


NS 

OF ROCK 

• 

DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE Ticket Office: 01322 220000 


Book Online: orchardtheatre.co.uk 
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REPEAT?:For the inaugural elections, just a little over 16 per cent of Kent’s voters turned out to elect Ann Barnes into office. 

Will you vote in May’s police and 
crime commissioner elections? 

An exclusive KoS survey reveals just one-in-10 of us know any of the candidates in the running to win 
the office in Kent. Tom Pyman examines just what sort of turnout we can expect this time around... 


C ONCERNS over a lack of in¬ 
formation could once 
again see voter apathy win 
a landslide when next 
month’s election for Kent’s 
police and crime commissioner takes 
place. 

Ann Barnes swept to power in the 
inaugural vote in November 2012, 
winning in every Kent constituency 
on an independent ticket. 

But as few as 16 per cent of the 
county’s electorate voted for an indi¬ 
vidual appointed to hold the police to 
account. 

Even more shocking was the fact 
Kent was actually above the national 
average of 15.1 per cent. 

And a survey of 100 voters this 
week by KoS from four of our major 
towns, revealed a shocking lack of 
knowledge of any of the candidates. 
However, our poll does suggest more 
people may turn out when the polling 
stations open on May 5. (See full re¬ 
sults in box). 

The lack of knowledge of the candi¬ 
dates may mean this year’s vote goes 
along party political lines this time 
around. 

The main complaint, however, is a 
lack of information in the public do¬ 
main. And with Mrs Barnes not con¬ 
testing the role for a second term, it 
means Kent is guaranteed a new face 
moving into police headquarters in 
Maidstone next month. 

Dr Steve Tong is director of policing 
and criminal justice at Canterbury 
Christ Church University. 

He told KoS: “Studies showed that 
in 2012, 28 per cent of people knew 
nothing at all [about the role of the 
PCC], while 40 per cent said they 
didn’t have much knowledge about it. 

“I think hosting the election in No¬ 
vember last time threw people off 


guard, or something as simple as the 
weather could have put them off go¬ 
ing to vote, so I think they’ve learned 
some lessons there. 

“It’ll be interesting with the EU ref¬ 
erendum coming up to see how much 
that affects turn out. 

“This time it’s very much around 
voting season and hopefully that will 
be reflected in the figures.” 

The PCC ensures the policing needs 
of the community are met as effec¬ 
tively as possible, and oversees how 
crime is tackled in the area. 

Their aim is to cut crime and to en¬ 
sure the police force is effective. 

It aims to bring a public voice to po¬ 
licing by engaging with the public 
and victims of crime to help set police 
and crime plans, ensuring the police 
force budget is spent where it matters 
most, and appointing, and where 
necessary dismissing, the chief 
constable. 

However, the PCC does not ‘run’ 
the police force. 

Chief constables continue to be re¬ 
sponsible for the day-to-day opera¬ 
tions of the police, but they are ac¬ 
countable to the public via the 
commissioner. 

Home secretary Theresa May this 
week urged residents to have their 
say. She said: “They matter to local 
people and they matter for the integ¬ 
rity of the policing system as a whole. 

“But, most importantly they mat¬ 
ter for the historic principle of polic¬ 
ing by consent. 

“Because if you haven’t been im¬ 
pressed by your PCC, or you think 
they haven’t achieved what they said 
they would, in just a few weeks’ time 
you can say so in the strongest terms 
possible - by voting for someone else 
at the ballot box. 

“Conversely if you believe your PCC 


has made a real difference then you 
can vote for them to continue their 
important work.” 

Ann Barnes confirmed last month 
she would be stepping down from the 
role, drawing the curtain on a tenure 
which has been a rollercoaster ride of 
gaffes, from her infamous fly-on-the- 
wall Channel Four documentary, 
Meet the Commissioner, to the ap¬ 
pointment of a youth commissioner, 
she has often hit the headlines for the 
wrong reasons. 

Yet some experts believe that in 
this instance, there’s no such thing as 
bad publicity. Katie Ghose, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of the Electoral Reform Socie¬ 
ty, told KoS: “You can certainly make 
a case that the controversy at least 
helped raise awareness of the role. 

“Last time there was a real lack of 
public information, and generally 


TO see if public perception has 
changed since the inaugural PCC 
election in 2012, we took to the 
streets of Ashford, Canterbury, 
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells 
this week. 

The answer should perhaps be 
described as ‘a little bit’. 

Of 100 people surveyed, 38 said 
they were going to vote, which 
represents an improvement on last 
time’s turnout of just 16 per cent. 

While some voters appeared 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
about the role and its candidates, 
others were oblivious to it even 
existing. One said: “I’ve never 
heard of it,” while another added: 
“That sounds like a good idea, we 
should have had one years ago.” 

The most positive responses 


speaking, it doesn’t get much media 
space compared with local elections. 

“It was always going to be difficult 
in 2012 because when you create a 
new role, there’s going to be a gap in 
terms of public knowledge, so hope¬ 
fully that won’t be as much of an issue 
this time. 

“People should care about democ¬ 
racy but I understand there’s a differ¬ 
ence between focal councillor and 
PCC elections given that people didn’t 
really know the setup we used to have 
and now it’s changed. 

“It’s also very difficult for independ¬ 
ent candidates. The government 
wanted them to put themselves for¬ 
ward but they struggle to get publici¬ 
ty without party backing and they’ve 
got a lot of obstacles to overcome.” 

Canterbury Christ Church Univer¬ 
sity is also holding a Meet the PCC 


came in Maidstone in Tunbridge 
Wells, where there are also seats 
up for grabs in the local elections. 

However, not one respondent in 
Ashford or Canterbury was able 
to name a single candidate in the 
running. 

Others admitted they wanted to 
vote but hadn’t studied the 
runners and riders as yet. 

Controversial property 
magnate Fergus Wilson, whose 
nomination papers were deemed 
invalid last week, still managed to 
divide opinion. 

“What Fergus is saying is quite 
sensible. We are living in extreme 
conditions now. I grew up in the 
1970s; every other face is not 
white and not English so what he 
is saying is quite reasonable,” one 


Candidates public event on April 28 
at 6.30pm, where voters can grill 
those vying for the £85,000-a-year 
role. 

The six candidates confirmed as 
standing for election are: Henry Bol¬ 
ton (Ukip), David Naghi (Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrat), Tristan Osborne (Labour), 
Gurvinder Sandher (Independent), 
Matthew Scott (Conservative) and 
Steve Uncles (English Democrats). 

The deadline to be added to the 
electoral register in order to be able to 
take part in the election on May 5 is 
Monday, April 18, and you can regis¬ 
ter to vote online. 

The PCC election is designed to co¬ 
incide with local elections. However, 
in Kent only Maidstone and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells councils have seats up 
for grabs, fuelling fears of another 
subdued turnout in the county. 


said. “I am glad Fergus is not in 
anymore,” added another. 

Mr Wilson’s application to the 
high court has been adjourned 
until April 21. Additional reporting 
Simon Allin 


Do you intend to vote in 
May’s police and crime 
commissioner elections in 
Kent? 

YES-38 
NO-62 


Can you name any of the 
confirmed candidates 
standing for election as PCC? 

YES-9 
NO-91 


KNOWLEDGE LOW - BUT MORE VOW TO VOTE THIS TIME 
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READY : Youngsters all set to start out on the road to success in the sport - inspired by the likes of Masters champion Danny Willett, right, who was the first Brit to win the title for 20 years 

Willett’s success set to inspire 
next generation of young golfers 

Tom Pyman takes a look at various schemes designed to produce a fresh wave of Kentish golfing talent... 


W HEN Danny Willett 
was crowned the 
first English Mas¬ 
ters champion in 
20 years last Sun¬ 
day night, the tectonic plates may 
have shifted a little as millions of Brits 
simultaneously leapt for joy in their 
living rooms. 

However, the effect would have 
been felt in another way throughout 
the country, as wide-eyed young¬ 
sters, allowed to stay up late by their 
parents to watch the drama unfold, 
developed a new thirst and hunger 
for the game. 

Much like when Great Britain’s 
Olympic team made good on its tag¬ 
line to inspire a generation to take up 
running, swimming or other sports, 
the success of Willett is expected to 
encourage a new wave of golfing 
enthusiasm. 

Andy Wright, development man¬ 
ager for Kent and the south east at the 
Golf Foundation, certainly believes it 
will have a positive impact and ties in 
well with a number of programmes 
and schemes being developed across 
the county to help develop young tal¬ 
ent, and perhaps produce an heir to 
Willett’s throne from the Garden of 
England. 

Mr Wright told KoS: “It’s going to 
help having an Englishman succeed¬ 
ing like that, and we’re particularly 
excited that he has come from a Golf 
Foundation background as well. 

“Just that association alone really 
help us in encouraging more kids to 
play golf. 

“The way he’s made it through 


hard work and dedication shows 
he’s a real role model to young people 
as well. 

“The stats show that we are intro¬ 
ducing more young people year on 
year and that’s because of some of the 
wonderful programmes we put on. 

“The word is certainly getting out 
there and adults are actually return¬ 
ing more and more through their 
children’s interest so it’s a great cycle, 
really. 

“There’s lots going on at grass roots 
level, and anything to help raise the 
profile is welcome. 

“We love to see young people get¬ 
ting involved because obviously sport 
as a whole has a host of health and 
social benefits, but golf promotes real 
life skills like respect, perseverance 
and concentration, as well as little 
things like keeping score.” 

At Tudor Park in Bearsted, the in¬ 
stallation of purple-coloured, acade¬ 
my tees to allow juniors to tee off 
closer to the green has helped bring 
the youth game forward. 

Tudor Park is one of the first golf 
clubs in the county to install junior 
tees on all 18 holes of its champion¬ 
ship golf course. 

Club pro Jason Muller said: “By tee¬ 
ing off closer to the green, we hope 
young golfers will not feel threatened 
by the length of the course and will be 
encouraged to keep on playing the 
game.” 

The purple tees are one of several 
initiatives by the club to encourage 
children to take up the game of golf. 

It already hosts golf camps during 
every school holiday, apart from the 


kk We are constantly 
battling against these 
stereotypes and trying 
to break down the 
barriers that suggest it’s 
only a game for the rich 
and elite 99 


Andy Wright, 

Golf Foundation 

Christmas break, for children aged 
five to 16, and has an active junior 
section. 

In November 2000, the Golf Foun¬ 
dation launched a ‘mini’ version of 
golf specifically for use by young chil¬ 
dren in primary and junior school, 
known as Tri-Golf. 

This involved developing young¬ 
ster-friendly equipment that has 
proved to be popular with children, 
affordable for schools, and easy for 
teachers to use. 

In addition, resources giving ideas 
for games and activities that can be 
linked with the PE and educational 
curriculum were produced, and a 
three-hour teacher training work¬ 
shop was introduced. 

All of this has led to an explosion in 
the amount of golf activity taking 
place in primary and junior schools. 

The introduction of Tri-Golf has 
made it possible for the education sec¬ 
tor and golfing community to work 


closely together for the benefit of the 
schools, the clubs and the young 
people. 

Similarly, Manston Golf Centre is 
proud to show off its junior academy, 
which trains 11-18 year olds under 
the guidance of senior coaches. 

However, there remains the com¬ 
monly held misconception that the 
sport prices itself out of the reach of 
most youngsters and their parents. 

To combat that stereotype, that 
only those living in leafy, affluent ar¬ 
eas of the county can really get in¬ 
volved in the sport, the Golf Founda¬ 
tion has introduced an activity called 
StreetGolf. 

The format aims to bring golf to 
young people, regardless of their ac¬ 
cess to traditional facilities, and is 
ideal for use in an urban or inner city 
environment. 

Young people are encouraged to 
make innovative use of everyday 
equipment to make sessions different, 
challenging and enjoyable. 

Mr Wright said: “It takes place in 
urban areas and it’s designed to be a 
bit more creative. 

“You can play absolutely anywhere 
and it’s a really unique way of 
playing. 

“Kids do things like chipping balls 
into basketball hoops and they take 
complete control - it’s their game, 
their rules. 

“We are constantly battling 
against these stereotypes and trying 
to break down the barriers that sug¬ 
gest it’s only a game for the rich and 
elite. 

“You really don’t have to play on a 


well-maintained course because it’s 
all about creativity and getting your¬ 
self out of tricky situations. 

“Those skills are then transferable 
to the course.” 

Opportunities may also be provid¬ 
ed at local golf courses and driving 
ranges to take part in a variety of 
events, and organisers at Tudor Park 
have made arrangements to help take 
the game into Kent schools. 

Newly-created golf specific clubs 
have been developed as a unique way 
of attracting and retaining young 
people in the sport. 

PGA coaches are at the heart of 
each StreetGolf Club, delivering 
adapted and informal activities in a 
community setting and then sup¬ 
porting young people through the 
transition to the golf club. 

Likewise, the Doorstep Clubs 
scheme bring a variety of sports to 
the doorstep of young people in disad¬ 
vantaged communities across the 
UK, to which the Golf Foundation 
provides training and equipment. 

“Hopefully, it will get children who 
have never picked up a golf club be¬ 
fore to try it for the first time and then 
inspire them to try the real thing on a 
golf course,” Mr Muller added. 

The purple tees and some of the 
games created for urban golf will be 
on show at Tudor Park’s Free Family 
Golf festival on Sunday, May 8 be¬ 
tween 12pm-4pm. 

As well as unlimited use of the golf 
academy and practice facilities, PGA 
professionals will be on hand with ex¬ 
pert tips, free tuition, and club 
demonstrations. 
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Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 

5 WINDOWS 
£ 1 , 890 i £ 3 AT 
WINDOWS 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


.oo 

inc VAT 


inc VA‘ 

7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,6 16 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£ 1.861 ^ fl 


WINDOWS 

£ 1,861 

WINDOWS 

£ 2 , 364 ^ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


-OO 

inc VAT 


l5°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories 
w & Orangeries j 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
3rd 
May 




U 1004 £94 090 


/-y~\ Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

\t~J Door Lock: BS3621 

upen o nays a ween - T °bIeni 2150 - 1 s: 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom ds 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. a 


Established 1981 

~p)ca 

Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 
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Are you 
looking for 
your next 
teaching 
opportunity? 







STAFF RECRUITMENT FAIR 

TUESDAY 26 APRIL 

BROMLEY CAMPUS: Rookery Lane, Bromley BR2 8HE 

for teachers 

Sessions are at the following times: 

and lecturers in a range of subjects 

8am to 9am 9am to 10am 

including English, Maths and 

5pm to 6pm 6pm to 7pm 

vocational specialisms at Bromley 

7pm to 8pm 

College, Greenwich Community 
College and academies within the 

To book your place, visit: 

Bromley Educational Trust 

www.bromley.ac.uk 

Greenwich 

Community 

College BROMLEY educational i 

BROMLEY COLLEGE 

rRUST OF FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION 


Tk of Kent SMajs 


B2B 


Tuesday 26 th April 

Ashford International Hotel 
8.30 am - 4.00 pm 



FREE Conference and Exhibition... Come for all or part of the day 


What can you learn from these two 
successful businesses? 


Levi Roots 

Chef, Entrepreneur, Dragon Slayer 


Levi played football every Sunday with Bob Marley on Battersea 
Common and sang Happy Birthday to Nelson Mandela. 

Come and hear about Levi's life changing moment starting with 
his Reggae Reggae Sauce on Dragon's Den. 





Frazer Thompson 

Chief Executive, Chapel Down 


Single ticket £42.50 + VAT or Tables of 10 £400 + VAT 
At our dinner reception we will be serving one of 
Chapel Down's finest wines 'Three Graces 2010' or 
why not try one of the 'Curious beers?' 

Includes 5 course meal Sponsored by 

Email bookings@kentinvictachamber.co.uk to book 


ti 


•Jelf 


Chief Executive Chapel Down Group and Curious Drinks, 
England's most exciting drinks company. 

Chapel Down supply Gordon Ramsay and Jamie Oliver's 
Restaurants and are in the top 50 drink producers identified as a 
'Coolbrand' 2015/2016. 


^liwie/i to cedeStevto 30 o^ (r Sf23B 


10 reasons to be there 

1. FREE business breakfast 

The 7 secrets that super successful executives know 
and do 

Speaker - Peter Anderton Sponsored by 

2. How to slay your dragons 

Speaker - Levi Roots 

3. The Chapel Down story -from repossessing 
photocopiers to regenerating Ashford 

Speaker - Frazer Thompson 

4. FREE VIP networking with glass of fizz and cake 

Sponsored by 

5. Meet loads of new business people- fast and fun 
speed networking sessions 

6. 10 FREE workshops covering key business topics 

7. Catch up on the latest thinking at our social 
media sessions ^ -i 

8. The winning bid workshop - how to ensure you 
win that contract 


Tuesday 26 April 6.30 pm - 9.30 pm Ashford International Hotel 

( > Ii *f* It 


9. Meet leading 'Best of Kent Exhibitors' with some 
great offers 

10. Free cup of coffee for all our visitors 


Book now... or just turn up on the day 

Email bookings@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
Call 01732 758530, Text BOOK to 66777 or visit 
the website www.kentb2b.co.uk 


dcaxton s * Jg|f RIX 
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Meet the duo 
waking up the 
county on BBC 
Radio Kent 


We sent our intrepid reporter to Tunbridge Wells 
to meet John Warnett and Maggie Doyle - the 
two hosts of the breakfast show and discover 
everything from the time they wake-up to just 
what makes for a successful on-air partnership 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


F OR more than 20 years, thousands of 
people have woken up alongside John 
Warnett. 

For the long-standing BBC Radio 
Kent Breakfast Show host, it has 
been the constant in a varied career which has 
seen him mb shoulders with some of rock’s 
biggest stars and play cricket alongside inter¬ 
national stars. 

Now though, as he prepares to celebrate his 
61st birthday on Thursday (he shares his big 
day with the Queen) he is perhaps at his most 
content. 

Alongside Maggie Doyle, 37, the duo have 
breathed new life into the evolving breakfast 
show, with its blend of hard news and fluffy 
features. 

The BBC’s studios sit at the foot of Mount 
Pleasant Road in Tunbridge Wells - directly 
opposite the town’s mainline railway station. 

During the show, between 6am and 9am, 
the streets outside are abuzz with the journeys 
of commuters and schoolchildren heading to 
their respective desks. 

For Mr Warnett, the road to where he is now 
took a host of twists and turns. 

“I was in the music business,” he explains, 
“doing live sound with The Jam and The Stran¬ 
glers, which was good fun. 

“Then I became a house husband and before 
I knew it I was 30, which is quite old to be in 
the music business so I decided to get another 
job. 

“I made one of those lists of things you’re 
good at that you could make a career out of. 

“There wasn’t much on there; cooking, talk¬ 
ing and cricket. 

“But I was looking through the paper 
and there was an advert for a cricket 
commentator, which was ideal be¬ 
cause I can talk the hind legs off a 
donkey. 

“I did that for a couple of years in 
1987 before Radio Kent approached 
me and asked me to be a sports re¬ 
porter, which I did for three years, 
then moved into news and current 
affairs on the breakfast show. 

“For most of that time I did 
the programme on my own, 
until about 2004. 

“Julia George was my first | 
radio wife, then Clare I 


McDonnell, and now Maggie. 

“I’ve had a few ‘affairs’ in between, but 
they’re the permanent ones.” 

Maggie Doyle is a friendly, fiercely proud 
Irish woman. She grew up in Wexford in the 
south east of Ireland before doing a psychology 
degree in Cardiff after working on the ferries 
one summer. 

“I did psychology which was fun but didn’t 
want to follow that path as a career,” she said. 

“I really wanted to get into radio so came to 
London to do a postgraduate diploma in broad¬ 
cast journalism. 

“I got my first job reading the traffic news for 
Traffic Link, who we still use now. 

“James, the guy who usually does it on our 
show, was actually the one who first trained 
me. 

“I did that for a year then freelanced for a 
few stations and then got a job on the Absolute 
breakfast show for nearly five years. 

“Then I left to try and get into the BBC, came 
down, met John and the rest is history.” 

Father-of-one Mr Warnett quickly took Miss 
Doyle under his wing, giving her a tour of the 
county after she started on the show back in 
2014. 

Despite the age gap, the pair share a natural 
chemistry on air, and appear to be genuine 
friends, which they believe is crucial to mak¬ 
ing a compelling programme. 

“You can’t buy it or go on a course for it,” 
Miss Doyle said. 

“You can have two broadcasters that 


are very good 




but sometimes it 
just won’t click. 
“It’s about 
bringing 
^i personality 
f to it as well 
as the hard- 
hitting 
journal- 
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LIVE : Maggie and John broadcasting live during their popular morning breakfast show - the pair have developed a strong on and off air chemistry. 


ism and I think we’ve got a good balance.” 

“I always say you can get away with a crap 
story being delivered by a good presenter,” Mr 
Warnett added. 

“But no matter how good the story is, if the 
presenter’s not any good you’re going to lose 
interest. If they’re delivered without any soul, 
what’s the point? 


“I’ve worked with people who I’ve had a good 
relationship with on air but as soon as the mics 
go off that’s pretty much it. 

“But with us we’re very lucky, we enjoy each 
other’s company and do a lot of stuff together 
out of work.” 

Given the 90 minutes of preparation time 
needed even before they begin presenting at 


6am, the duo’s sleeping pattern is unorthodox 
to say the least. 

When they arrive, they are joined by just one 
producer, although a team of almost a dozen is 
present to discuss the programme once the fad- 
ers go down. 

“I have to get up about 3.30am,” Mr Warnett 
said. 


“I never understand this snooze mentality -1 
would rather stay asleep until you have to get 
up. 

“Why would you wake yourself up to doze 
around? So I’m straight out of bed.” 

Living a three-and-a-half minute walk from 
the studio, Miss Doyle’s alarm is set for the ever 

Continued on page 16 
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| THE HEART OF YOUR FAMILY 

gt-j St George's Day Celebrations 
W' Saturday 23rd April 

Join us in our medieval 
themed gazebo where you 
can enjoy our balloon workshop, 
medieval fortune teller, jester 
circus workshop and much more. 
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Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £115 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this May... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1: You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs; Friday 13th Mav £115 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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breakfast 

This coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone and then to 
Paignton 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 



























Continued from page 15 

so slightly more reasonable time of 4.08am. 

After a debrief, their day is pretty much done 
by 10.30am, but unless they have specific plans 
for the evening, they don’t tend to go back to 
bed. 

“Once we’re done I generally tend to go to the 
gym and do a bit of cooking,” Miss Doyle said. 

“I start to wind down about 6pm and go to 
bed around 7.30pm. 

“But on Friday I have to have a power nap in 
the afternoon so I can go out and do stuff with 
my boyfriend in the evening. 

“I wake up about 8am on a Saturday which is 
quite good.” 

Sidcup-born Mr Warnett, however, still gets 
up closer to 4am on weekends, during which he 
also tends to cook and shop. 

Their range of interviewees is varied, but de¬ 
spite both having plenty of experience of grill¬ 
ing high-profile politicians, they say it is the 
stories of ‘ordinary’ people they enjoy the most. 

“I’ve done prime ministers but the interviews 
you’re most proud of aren’t with anybody big or 
famous, but rather those with a real story to tell, 
for example someone that’s survived cancer,” 
Mr Warnett said. 

“When you get them to trust you and really 
open up you get great stories, and they’re the 
ones that people can relate to. 

“It’s difficult not to be moved sometimes but 
you’ve got to remain professional. 

“Whatever the story though, I don’t like to 
use questions I’m given. 

“If I’m interviewing someone I ask the most 
important thing first, because I got caught out 
very early in my career. 

“I was speaking to the health minister who 
was opening Darent Valley Hospital years ago. 

“I thought I’d be nice and ask ‘why have you 
come to Dartford?’ but I really wanted to ask 
‘why is the health service so bad?’ 

“So she was filibusting because she knew that 
we were coming up to the hour and we couldn’t 
be late for the news, so she just kept talking about 
the positives and we basically ran out of time. 



Miss Doyle said: “I’ve only been here for two 
years but I feel like I am aware of the issues fac¬ 
ing local people, you pick up on things very 
quickly. 

“I do feel connected to the county now and 
I’ve got no plans to change that.” 

“If I was going to move on I would have done 
it years ago,” Mr Warnett added. 

“I was offered a gig at Five Live but I’m glad I 
didn’t take it because I would have ended up in 
Salford. 

“I just love Kent, I know the patch so well 
and want to continue doing it for as long as I 
can.” 

■ The BBC Radio Kent Breakfast Show runs 
from 6 to 9am each weekday. Its frequency is 
96.7FM in the north and west of the county 
and 104.2 in the east. 


TEAM: The duo frequently broadcast from around the county 


“So now I ask the most important question 
first, listen to what they say, and then go from 
there.” 

The nature of radio, of course, means the 
pair do not get recognised in the street as 
much as a television personality might, for 
example. 

But with a large studio window looking di¬ 
rectly onto the outside world, it’s easy to watch 
them in action, and, particularly with a grow¬ 
ing social media presence, they do occasionally 
got spotted when out and about. 

“We don’t notice people walking past really 
because our eyeline is towards the producers 
rather than the window,” Mr Warnett said. 

“But it’s quite nice that people can look in and 
give us a wave. 

“The trouble when you do this job is if some¬ 
one shouts ‘alright John?’ my first instinct is ‘do 
I know you?’ or ‘are you a listener?’ 


“It’s difficult but it’s always nice when people 
are complimentary. I like to use the Terry 
Wogan mantra of just imagining you’re talking 
to one person,” Miss Doyle added. 

“It’s easier to think people aren’t listening in 
a way, which doesn’t make sense because you 
want people to listen and interact with you. 

“If I was to think about people getting in their 
cars and tuning in, it’s quite surreal, so I tend to 
try and ignore it. 

“But it’s incredible how much of an effect the 
show seems to have on people. 

“So many people come up to us and say things 
like ‘did you manage to get that sofa into your 
flat?’. 

“Those are the things they remember, rather 
than stories about MRSA or whatever.” 

Both seem to go about their job with genuine 
enthusiasm, and neither have any desire to do 
anything else anytime soon. 



Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 


Sole 
Now C 


big savings 
on fires... 


Electric Fireplace Suite 

Stone effect with 2kw Fan Heater 


Ks 


Price £499 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 




We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

‘A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Call us 
today for a 
competitive 
price! 


Erith 01322 347799 
Landau Way, 
Darent Park 
Industrial Estate, 
Wallhouse Road, 
Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 


Catford 
020 8698 4064 
Ardoch Road, 
Catford, 
London 
SE6 1SZ 


Welling i 
020 88556961 1 
Stephenson Close 
Welling, 

Kent DAI 6 3AT 


Fencing Materials Clearance 


info@orchardfencing.co.uk 
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PROTESTS: Hundreds of victims gathered outside the House of Commons on Tuesday to help encourage the Department of Health to finally serve up what they demand 

Fight for 'bad blood’ justice rolls 
back into Westminster chamber 


MPs of all political parties united in calling for the government’s consultation into compensation for 
victims of the contaminated blood scandal, which ended on Friday to finally reach a satisfactory end 


MOTHER’S DEATH SENTENCE AFTER BEING INFECTED 


By Chris Britcher, Emma 
Youle & Emma Clark 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


M Ps have backed the 
fight for proper com¬ 
pensation and support 
for victims of one of 
the biggest treatment 
disasters in the history of the NHS. 

During a backbench debate on 
Tuesday afternoon, MPs from all po¬ 
litical parties called on the govern¬ 
ment to take seriously the concerns of 
those who were infected with killer 
viruses by the NHS. 

Some 6,000 people, including vic¬ 
tims from Kent, contracted HIV or 
hepatitis C from infected blood prod¬ 
ucts used by the NHS up until 1991. 
More than 2,000 have so far lost their 
lives. 

Kent on Sunday has been a vocal 
campaigner for justice. 

A government consultation is cur¬ 
rently underway looking at how “un¬ 
fit for purpose” systems of support for 
victims can be reformed. 

But it has been widely criticised 
amid claims that most victims will be 
left financially worse-off under the 
changes and hundreds protested out¬ 


side Parliament before the debate in a 
visible display of opposition 
this week. 

Backbench MPs called for the vic¬ 
tims’ demands to be acknowledged. 

Diana Johnson MP, co-chair of the 
all-party parliamentary group on 
haemophilia and contaminated 
blood, said: “We know that these peo¬ 
ple were damaged and harmed by the 
treatment they received from the 
NHS - by the state. 

“What we need to do now is put to¬ 
gether a proper support package to 
ensure that those affected and their 
families are at the heart of what we 
do and whatever scheme is proposed.” 

A large crowd of victims and fami¬ 
lies of the dead protested outside Par¬ 
liament waving placards declaring 
‘Sentenced to death’ and ‘2,000 dead, 
who cares?’. 

A hearse also circled Parliament 
Square to commemorate those who 
have already lost their lives. 

The government’s current propos¬ 
als include no lump sum payment for 
victims and reduced annual pay¬ 
ments for many whose health has 
been ruined by the viruses they 
contracted. 

Victims have also demanded an 
end to a complex system of charitable 
funds currently used to administer 


DRIVING instructor Pip Norris, 60, 
of Orpington, was one of the many 
victims who travelled to London to 
make their voice heard during this 
week’s protest at Westminster. 

She explained: “I was infected 
through a blood transfusion in 1975 
after the birth of my first son. 

“I wasn’t diagnosed until 2007 
and I already had cirrhosis of the 
liver and it’s just been down and 
down since then. 

'Tve now got secondary liver 
cancer and that’s spread. I’m not 
being treated anymore, there’s 
nothing else they can do. 

“I didn’t have a clue what 
hepatitis C was, I was diagnosed 
with it and I was just told that it was 
an incurable disease. That was in 
2008 and I was diagnosed in 2007. 
When I went on the internet and 
started researching then I started to 
discover this and how rampant it 
was and I got in touch with the 
campaign groups.” 

Hepatitis C was officially 
recognised only in 1989. 

Only this year has treatment 
been made available which can 
tackle and in some cases cure the 


illness. But for the likes of Pip 
Norris, it comes too late. 

She added “I’m angry. I wrote a 
letter to my MP the other day, who I 
might add is a minister, and I 
started off being very polite but I 
ended up swearing, because it 
should never have happened. They 
knew about these blood products 
being contaminated or high risk. 
They knew about hepatitis C in the 
1940s. It wasn’t known as hep C 
then, it was non-A, non-B hepatitis, 
but even still it was known and it 
should never have happened. 

“Even when I did get ill I didn’t 
realise what I’d got. I’m losing my 
life and my kids are losing their 
mum and I’m still in the prime of my 
life and that makes me angry. The 
age of 60 is not old. 

"I’m protesting to achieve two 
main things. One is to make the 
government do something nice for 
us - so we want closure and justice. 
And we also want lots of public 
awareness. There are many more 
women like me and many more 
gone before me.” 

One of her son’s Lee Tuohy, 40, 
explained: “They essentially asked 


her how she wants to die, in a 
hospice or hospital. 

‘ ’Obviously at first you don’t 
believe it, you don’t believe this 
could happen, it was such a kick 
when I first found out. 

1 ’When mum was told last year 
with the cancer, ‘we can’t do 
anything’, it hit home then that we 
are actually going to lose our mum 
at such a young age. 

‘ ’We’re trying to enjoy each day 
that we have with her. 

‘ ’I’m here to support my mum and 
everybody else in the hope the 
government will be kind and give 
these people something back, some 
pride and financial support to move 
forwards. 

‘ ’It’s ruined their lives. They can’t 
work, they need full-time care, my 
mum needs full-time care.’ ’ 

Other son, Ryan Norris, 20, said: 
"It’s just difficult seeing my mum in 
pain and everything she’s going 
through, I don’t know how to 
describe it but it’s not good. 

‘ ‘You don’t know if it’s the last day, 
whether you have many months or 
years, you don’t know and it’s not 
nice seeing her in pain.” 
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payouts and insisted that widows 
and children of the dead should be in¬ 
cluded in any settlement. 

South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay 
appealed for the government to 
“bring dignity” to the lives of victims 
as he raised the cases of Kent men 
Steve Dymond, who was infected 
with hep C from a blood transfusion, 
and Lee Stay, who contracted HIV 
and hep C as a child from contami¬ 
nated blood factor products used to 
treat the blood clotting disorder 
haemophilia. 

He said: “What happened to Steve, 
Lee and all the others whom we have 
heard about today was wrong. In 
many cases it was avoidable. 

“They were blameless victims who 
were handed debilitating, dehuman¬ 
ising and degenerative infections that 
have caused heartache to all those 
affected. 

“Although responsibility obviously 
lies with the commercial suppliers of 
the products, the NHS unwittingly 
administered them, and society owes 
the victims a debt. 

“We must do the best we can to al¬ 
leviate the pain and illness that vic¬ 
tims have suffered.” 

Health minister Jane Ellison said 
she was unable to comment on the 
consultation, which ended on Friday, 
while it was still in progress. 

But she assured MPs that every sin¬ 
gle one of the 1,200 responses re¬ 
ceived so far would be individually 
read and considered. 

“This is a genuinely open consulta¬ 
tion and I urge everyone who is inter¬ 
ested to respond. I hope to take things 
forward in an open and honest way,” 
she said. 

Victim Steve Dymond, 60, from 
Broadstairs, said: “What did we hear 


in this latest debate? An appalling 
saga of untimely death - a seven-year- 
old haemophiliac from HIV through 
his NHS Factor VIII [a commonly 
prescribed blood product of which 
so many were contaminated] - of lost 
careers, of lost life opportunities 
of financial precarity and families 


torn asunder. Large sums of public 
money in the millions and millions 
are bandied about as an ostensible 
statement of generosity towards the 
victims of the contaminated blood 
scandal. 

“But break those sums down into 
individuals and the number of years 


they are to be spread over and it be¬ 
comes blindingly obvious that the fi¬ 
nancial support is woefully inade¬ 
quate and insulting. 

“I learnt this week that the pro¬ 
posed £15,000 I am to receive annu¬ 
ally to compensate, will in fact be 
£150,000 over 10 years, However, 


had life taken its normal course this 
sum of £150,000 would have been 
an annual professional income for my 
wife and I. Doubtless a much better 
deal and how gracious of the junior 
health minister to grant me another 
10 years on this Earth despite all the 
medical evidence to the contrary.” 
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WORLD HAEMOPHILIA DAY: REMEMBERING A COMMUNITY DEVASTATED BY SCANDAL 


TODAY is World Haemophilia Day 
- an annual event which this year 
sees perhaps even more signifi¬ 
cance than ever given the relentless 
fight for justice in the contaminated 
blood scandal. 

Because it is the haemophiliac 
community which paid the highest 
cost; decimated by being pre¬ 
scribed blood products which 
carried such potentially deadly 
viruses. 

So just what is haemophilia and 
why is it so closely linked with 
contaminated blood? 

Haemophilia is a group of genetic 
disorders/mutations which impair 
the body’s natural ability to stop 
bleeding. 

Sufferers are deficient in key 
proteins - known as factors - 
which trigger the blood’s ability to 
clot. 

It comes in a number of different 
severity levels, with around 7,700 
sufferers across the UK. 

It is an inherited disorder, usually 
with the female as carrier of the 
defective gene. Statistically, the 
sons of a carrier mother have a 50 
per cent chance of having haemo¬ 
philia and the daughters a 50 per 
cent chance of carrying this gene. 

In up to 30 per cent of cases there 
is no family history of haemophilia 
and it occurs spontaneously, known 
as sporadic haemophilia. 

For many years, the way to 
combat protein deficiency was to 
inject blood products, sourced from 
donors. However, it was the 
apparent indiscriminate use of 



AGONY: Steve Dymond from Broadstairs is a haemophiliac who was infected 
after being prescribed a blood product by the NHS 


donors which caused the contami¬ 
nated blood problem. Many were 
told by the NHS to take the prod¬ 
ucts, only to discover they were 
being injected with the likes of HIV 
or hepatitis C. 

World Haemophilia Day has been 
in existence since 1989. 

Promoted by the World Federa¬ 
tion for Haemophilia, an organisa¬ 
tion recognised by the World 


Health Organisation, it was founded 
in 1963 by Frank Schnabel, a 
Montreal business man and severe 
haemophiliac. He was among the 
earliest deaths from contaminated 
blood having contracted HIV and 
hepatitis C from his treatments. 

He died in 1987, and until the end 
he reaffirmed his vision with the 
words “we are going to emerge 
victorious”. April 17 is his birthday. 


A SUFFERER S TALE 

by Steve Dymond (pictured left) 

A 12-year-old boy goes on a 
routine trip to the dentist. It is 
decided to extract a tooth to 
allow others to grow into place. 

All goes well until later that 
evening when he is terrified to 
find his mouth full of blood. 

Eventually, it is stitched more 
firmly and heals. 

Talk has been of using snake 
venom to control the bleeding 
(this takes place in 1968); 
subsequent hospital investiga¬ 
tions reveal the diagnosis of mild 
haemophilia. Confusing and 
puzzling, incomprehensible and 
impossible to assimilate the 
impact it was to have on his life. 

His parents’ reactions only 
added to the sense of bewilder¬ 
ment. His mother, with nurse’s 
training, invoked her own father 
“who was known to be a bit of a 
bleeder...” and his father asserted 
“if I’d known there was haemo¬ 
philia in the family, I’d never have 
had children”. 

His parents’ shame at this diagnosis 
meant they never mentioned it 
concerning his brother, Howard. 

The brutal reality of this 
diagnosis came the following 
year with the death from internal 
bleeding of his older brother. 

Haemophilia had undermined 
the ordinary foundations of life - 
contaminated blood products 
used by the NHS for treating 


haemophilia completed this utter 
destruction of ordinary dreams 
and aspirations. 

Treatment in those days was 
long and cumbersome but the 
product was derived from a few 
donors only, until in the early 
1980s a concentrated blood 
product, distilled from thousands 
of donors was marketed. Demand 
for the new miracle concentrate 
(easy and quick to administer) was 
such that safe supply lagged behind 
demand. One contaminated donor 
per batch was enough to render 
the treatment deadly. 

From the late 1950s, a large 
body of medical research and 
expert opinion warned against 
the risks of contamination with 
viruses from carelessly sourced 
blood. The British establishment 
ignored them, as they did a 
formal warning from the World 
Health Organisation in 1976. 

And so the contaminated blood 
scandal was born. 

Nearly six years ago we 
attended another debate in 
Westminster looking for answers, 
looking for redress. 

We were greeted cheerfully by 
an usher who inquired “have you 
come for contaminated blood?”. 

We left her puzzled explaining 
that we already had the contami¬ 
nated blood, we were present to 
seek answers and actions and 
that day too we were to be bitterly 
disappointed by the outcome. 



Open Day 


Saturday 7 May 2016 
9.15am - 12 noon 


First-rate ISI Inspection Report in 2013 
Nursery and Pre Prep rated “outstanding” 

Top academic results from a broad ability intake 
Extensive Sports facilities • Boarding from I I 
Wide range of scholarships available at I I /13/16 
Cathedral Chorister scholarships available for boys aged 8 

Co-educational day and boarding for ages 3-18 
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Beacon lighting this week as county 
gets ready to party for Queen's 90th 


Her Majesty celebrates her birthday this Thursday but for many the focus is on June 12 when she will 
mark her ‘official’ birthday in celebratory mood with more than 300 street parties planned for Kent... 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


C OUNTY council chiefs say 
they have received nearly 
300 applications already 
to stage street parties to 
celebrate the Queen’s 90th 

birthday. 

Her Majesty turns 90 this Thurs¬ 
day, April 21, but many will wait for 
her ‘official’ birthday in June to hang 
out the bunting and celebrate the 
landmark, praying for sunshine as 
they do so. 

The county has long shown an ap¬ 
petite for community celebrations. In 
2012, when she celebrated her Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee, there were nearly 350 
parties across Kent and Medway. 

The Queen’s June birthday normal¬ 
ly fluctuates to fall on a Saturday dur¬ 
ing the month. 

However, this year, the main focus 
of her celebrations is likely to fall over 
the weekend of June 11-12. On Sun¬ 
day, June 12, there will be an enor¬ 
mous street party in The Mall, close 
to Buckingham Palace, for 10,000 


guests - all of whom will have paid 
£150 each to take part. 

The Queen is not only the longest 
living monarch in royal history, but 
surpassed Queen Victoria’s previous¬ 
ly held record for being the longest 
serving too, having sat on the throne 
now for more than 64 years. 

But for many in the county, local 
street parties will capture the spirit of 
community, Kent County Council 
says it has already received 299 appli¬ 
cations to stage a street party. 

Organisers have to seek official per¬ 
mission in order for KCC to organise 
road closures. 

A spokesman explained: “So far the 
response has been very good. You can 
apply to close your road over any day 
during the weekend of the Queen’s of¬ 
ficial birthday from Saturday June 11 
to Sunday June 12. 

“To apply, you just need to fill in an 
online application form. 

“There is no charge for processing 
applications and we will supply ‘road 
closed’ signs free of charge. This 
means parties in quiet residential 
roads and cul-de-sacs can be held for 
free.” 


The closing date for applications is 
May 23. 

There will be plenty of other special 
events planned to mark the occasion 
too. 

Viscount De L’lsle, the Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant of Kent, and Her Majesty’s rep¬ 
resentative in the county, has called 
on local communities to celebrate the 
occasion. 

He said: “It is hoped communities 
in Kent and across the United King¬ 
dom will come together in their 
streets or in their villages and hold a 
lunch, similar to those held for the 
Diamond Jubilee in June 2012. 

“I would urge everyone to support 
their local event in any way they can. 
Many communities across Kent are 
already making plans but many 
hands make light work.” 

This week a number of beacons will 
be lit on Thursday to mark her turn¬ 
ing 90. 

Robert Styles is director of street 
scene, leisure and technical services 
at Tonbridge & Mailing Borough 
Council. 

He explained: “We hope residents 
will join in with the celebrations by 


watching the lighting of a beacon on 
top of Tonbridge Castle on Thursday 
at 8.30pm. 

“Many different organisations are 
taking part from all areas of the local 
community by lighting beacons, in¬ 
cluding town, parish and community 
councils plus youth organisations. 


“Beacons will be lit at churches, on 
farms, country parks, village greens 
and on country estates. Lighthouses, 
National Trust and English Heritage 
properties are also taking part. 

“Here, there was great support in 
celebration of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee in 2012 with many street par- 
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JUBILEE: Thousands across Kent turned out to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 which also included 
street parties and the lighting of beacons to mark the occasion. 


ties taking place across the borough 
and we hope that residents will also 
enjoy celebrating the Queen’s 90th 
birthday this year.” 

More than 1,000 beacons will be lit 
across the UK. Among those in Kent 
are ones organised by Folkestone 
Town Council, Biddenden Parish 
Council, Gravesham Borough Coun¬ 
cil, Kent County Council, Dover Cas¬ 
tle and the North Foreland Light¬ 
house. 

The Queen will light the first at a 
special ceremony at Windsor Castle. 

In addition, KCC is inviting prima¬ 
ry schools to take part in a cake com¬ 
petition organised along the lines of 


the BBC’s popular Great British Bake 
Off. 

They are being asked to design a 
single-tier, decorated iced cake. De¬ 
signs then need to be submitted be¬ 
fore May 13 along with a description 
and ingredients needed. 

A shortlist of 12 will then be select¬ 
ed and invited to bake the cake at a 
special event on June 8 at the coun¬ 
cil’s headquarters at County Hall, 
Maidstone. 

The judging panel will include 
Lady De L’lsle, wife of the Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant, and Rosemary Shrager, the 
celebrity chef who runs a cooking 
school in Tunbridge Wells. The 12 


shortlisted will receive commemora¬ 
tive coins, with the top three also 
winning gift vouchers. 

Meanwhile, local authorities will also 
be holding special events elsewhere. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
said it has made grant funding avail¬ 
able to town and parish councils in 
the borough, and to voluntary and 
community organisations in the 
town to support events celebrating 
the birthday. 

Councils have also supported Clean 
for the Queen - a three-day nation¬ 
wide campaign to get volunteers to 
help clear up the streets of the nation 
ahead of the Queen’s big day. 



PARTY: Deadline to apply for a street party is May 23. 


However, it has been fiercely criti¬ 
cised by some for being ‘patronising’ 
and mistimed. Many councils have 
been forced to cut their street clean¬ 
ing budgets as a result of the on-going 
cut in funding to local authorities. 


■ Lighting a beacon? We’d love to 
see pictures from the event. Email 
them to editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
and we’ll feature the best either on 
our website, www.kentnews.co.uk 
or in next weekend’s KoS. 



sni€ 

Now On! 


big savings... 

Walk In Shower Package 

1400x800 tray - £175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £200 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £100 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 


Package Price £475 
Take away today! 


morris&turner 

Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending April 17,2016 23 


























MINDS: Members of the group, left, inspired by the sights and sounds of Thanet 

Creative talents inspired by isle 
are bursting onto a site near you 

The Thanet Writers group is showcasing the talents of its members with a new online presence which 
is designed to spread their written word to as large an audience as possible. Chris Murphy reports... 


W HEN it comes to 
creative talents, 
there is no denying 
Thanet has hosted 
more than its fair 
share over the years. 

From the author of the Communist 
manifesto, Karl Marx, the artist Vin¬ 
cent Van Gogh and the author 
Charles Dickens, all spent time on the 
isle during their hugely productive 
lifetimes. 

Now an established group of writ¬ 
ers is launching an online presence in 
order to be a shop window for the tal¬ 
ents inspired by the distinct commu¬ 
nities in Thanet. 

Set up in 2013, Thanet Writers is a 
collective of local authors and poets 
and they believe the magazine-style 
website will be there to show off all 


that is great in Thanet’s population of 
creative talents. 

It will feature short stories, poetry, 
and book reviews, alongside literary 
essays and articles. There will be vid¬ 
eo content too. 

There are currently 23 writers, au¬ 
thors and poets who have already 
contributed content to the site, with 
several more working on pieces to put 
forward. 

One local author and member Mat¬ 
thew Munson said: “We have some 
very exciting plans for the future. 
Writing is an opportunity to share 
stories and ideas in a way that reso¬ 
nates with others, and literature is 
such a monumental part of history. 

“Thanet’s contribution to the writ¬ 
ten word has been wonderful, and 
this is our way of continuing that 
legacy by bringing togeth¬ 
er writers and building 
something as a 
community.” 

Contributions will come 
from both traditionally 
and self-published au¬ 
thors, along with poets, 
journalists, scriptwriters, 
bloggers, and writers who 
all have a connection to 
Thanet, and the organis¬ 
ers are asking people to get 
in touch. 

So why does Thanet cre¬ 
ate so many creative 
minds? 

Thanet Writers organis¬ 
er Seb Reilly told us: 
“There is something about 
living by the sea, breath¬ 
ing in the air, which ig¬ 
nites the brain. Art, mu¬ 
sic, film, writing, 
photography, it all flows 
from Thanet in a river of 
creativity, and should be 
rightly celebrated. 

“The current cultural 
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• Salou fr. £204 

• Two in One Offer 
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Disneyland Paris fr. £243 

OFFERS INCLUDE COACH TRAVEL 
AND CHANNEL CROSSING 


GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE TODAY! 

TEL: 01443 844222 U 

ferriscoachhiolidays.Go.uk 


movement in Thanet has been grow¬ 
ing for a long time, and there is an 
extensive and well-respected history 
of creatives coming from or relocat¬ 
ing to the area.” 

He said the new website will pro¬ 
vide a much-needed outlet for all that 
creativity, and he added: “We will of¬ 
fer daily content, including short sto¬ 
ries, poetry, literary essays and arti¬ 
cles, book reviews, and videos. 

“Various Thanet-based designers, 
filmmakers, programmers, and pho¬ 
tographers, alongside the writing 
community, have been involved in 
building this large-scale project from 
scratch, creating a bespoke website. 

“There is a community aspect to 
the site, with comments and recom¬ 
mendations integrated, and along¬ 
side it there is a Facebook discussion 
group. 

“Our social media team will also be 
updating Facebook, Twitter, Insta- 
gram, YouTube, and all other major 


online networks to promote the site’s 
content, which will be written by 
Thanet-linked authors, poets, jour¬ 
nalists, bloggers and writers.” 

The group does have particular 
goals. David Chitty, member and au¬ 
thor of the Fang series of books, said: 
“Thanet has a huge amount of cul¬ 
tural output at the moment, most no¬ 
ticeably from artists and musicians, 
who naturally are exhibiting and 
performing their work. Writers tend 
to be more solitary; however thanet- 
writers.com will provide a platform to 
share their work with the world.” 

And another author Rebecca Del- 
phine added: “The amount of creativ¬ 
ity in Thanet at the moment is breath 
taking, with so many projects and ex¬ 
citing new ventures to be part of. 
Thanet Writers aims to bring many of 
these together, connecting poetry 
readings with book clubs, and writers 
groups with literary festivals, to be¬ 
come a central axis for all literary 


movement within Thanet. We are ac¬ 
tively supporting and promoting lo¬ 
cal culture and events, and offering a 
platform for writers to share their 
work with the world.” 

Mr Reilly added: “The main pur¬ 
pose of the site is to demonstrate the 
writing abilities of Thanet. Some con¬ 
tent will be inspired by Thanet, al¬ 
though this is not a requirement for 
submission. As a large proportion of 
the Thanet-linked writers live in the 
area, Thanet itself is a natural inspi¬ 
ration to many. Thanet Writers are 
also involving local photographers 
and graphic designers when linking 
images to content posts.” 

Thanet Writers host gatherings 
every Tuesday evening from 7.30pm 
at the Ravensgate Arms in Ramsgate 
and each Thursday from 7.30pm at 
the Chapel Ale & Cider House in 
Broadstairs. 

■ To access the website, visit 
www.thanetwriters.com. 


COMEDY LEGEND’S FORMER HOME UP FOR SALE 


THE former home of one of Britain’s 
most often overlooked comic 
talents will go under the hammer at 
auction in May 

Will Hay appeared in a host of 
films through the 1930s and 1940s 
- most famously in Oh, Mr Porter! 
and Ask A Policeman. 

Now the property he once lived 
in in Ramsgate, which comes 
complete with a blue plaque 
celebrating his time there, will be 
sold by auctioneers Clive Emson. 

Number 3 Guildford Lane is an 
attractive, large regency-style 
property close to the town centre 
and seafront. 

Since the days of being a home 
to the movie and radio star, it has 
been converted to provide a three 



bedroom flat over three floors, 
with sea views, and a one bedroom 


garden flat. It bears a plaque from 
the Ramsgate Society noting Mr 
Hay lived there. 

He was born in 1888 and died in 
1949. 

His biographer and grandchil¬ 
dren attended the unveiling of the 
plaque in 2011. 

The property is currently vacant 
and the freehold guide price is 
£230-240,000. 

The sale takes place at the Clive 
Emson Conference Centre in 
Detling, on May 3, along with a host 
of other properties in the county 
and south London. 

Will Hay died, aged, 60, at his 
home in Chelsea in 1949. In addition 
to a long career on screen, he was a 
keen amateur astronomer. 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Are you embarrassed 
by your teeth? 

Get your confidence back with no downtime with this new Dental Implant system! 


Dr Pieter Claassen 
of Hanover House, a 
local dental clinic is 
experiencing high demand 
for dental implants due to 
an advanced technique 
called PRGF which they 
offer to patients that are 
having dental implants. 

This new system 
encourages healing at an 
accelerated rate which 
means patients are able 
to go about their normal, 
everyday life without any or 
very little down-time. 

Patients travel from all 
over, demanding this unique 
treatment which is also being 
used to help sportsmen and 
women speed up the healing 
process following injury. 
PRGF stands for Plasma Rich 
Growth Factors, - referred 
to as accelerated healing by 
the Hanover House dental 
implant team. 

The Problem 

If you are one of the 
thousands of people 
suffering from missing or 
painful teeth you do not need 
to be reminded that it is very 
likely you will experience 
any or all of the following 
problems. 

• Not being able to eat 
what you want 

• Having to use fixative 
several times a day which 
is difficult to remove 
from your denture 

• Your confidence has 
dropped 

• You forget the last time 
you went on a date 
because you FEAR 
your little secret will be 
discovered. 

• You don’t enjoy food 
anymore because of the 
denture covering the 
roof of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking 
with your hand in front 
of your mouth to either 
stop a loose denture from 
moving or to hide an 
embarrassing gap 

• When did you last smile? 

• You no longer join in for 
photos or when you do 
you stand at the back 

• Your grandchildren 
comment on your 
missing teeth 

• You suffer from bad 
posture due to a lack of 
confidence 

• You choose the safe 
option when going out 
for a meal.. .every time! 

• You find yourself making 
excuses to visit the toilet 


after eating to clean your 
denture. 

• You have bone loss where 
the denture is pressing 
on underlying bone 

• You can often hear a 
‘funny sound’ when the 
denture chews against 
another denture or teeth 

• You have as constant fear 
you will lose or break 
your dentures 

• Dogs love chewing 
dentures that lie 
unattended. 

The excitement 

For most of us suffering 
from ill-fitting denture, 
painful or lose teeth, all 
of the problems can be 
eliminated through the use 
of dental implants. 

Dr Claassen says, “Most 
patients normally have 
dental implants to stabilise 
loose and uncomfortable 
dentures or to replace 
embarrassing missing teeth. 
Having fixed teeth again 
means that they can eat and 
enjoy the food they want and 
have the confidence to smile 
in family photos again.” 

PRGF is 100% Natural 

The system is the magic 
solution that helps to speed 
up the healing process after 
the procedure, promoting 
our own unique healing 
factors to burst into action. 
Using the revolutionary 
PRGF system also increases 
the success rate. 

For the first time ever 
Hanover House Dental 
Practice are offering the 
PRGF system completely 
free of charge when a dental 
implant is placed. Normally 
this amazing new treatment 
would cost £350.00 but for a 
limited period only 

Dr Claassen is offering it 
for FREE! 

Clinical Results 

Iln a study of 1391 dental 
implant placements using 
PRGF, the success rate was 
99.6%. This shows just how 
special PRGF is, and as our 
free introductory gift to 
you, Dr Claassen wants to 
provide it free of charge - but 
not for long. In fact, you only 
have until Friday 22nd April 
2016 to take up this offer! 

Patients who have 
osteoporosis often receive 
medication to strengthen 
their bones. Unfortunately, 
in some cases it can lead 
to the opposite - impaired 
healing of bone structure. 


PRGF is excellent for 
patients potentially at risk 
of dental implant failure, 
shortening the time it takes 
for the body to accept your 
implants. 

The Benefits 

There are many benefits 
when a patient chooses to 
have dental implants and 
using the PRGF system only 
increases those benefits... 

Below are just a few; 

1. Faster healing time; 
Less down time 

2. Reduced pain and 
swelling 

3. No one will know unless 
you want them too! 

4. Natural healing from 
your healing factors 

5. Get back your quality of 
life 

How it works 

PRGF - Plasma Rich 
Growth Factor is a 100% 
natural product specific 
and unique to each patient. 
A small amount of blood is 
placed in a centrifuge and 
separated in different layers. 
Only the parts, rich in 
growth factors are then used 
and applied onto the implant 
and the surrounding areas 
in the mouth. 

In the several years PRGF 
have been used in different 
medical fields there has 
never been a reported side 
effect. 

What people say 

“Pieter worked painstakingly 
to achieve 
the perfect finish. 

The dental implants have 
given me back my smile 
and confidence and I no 
longer have to worry about 
what I eat” 

Mrs. P. Mahoney - 
Speldhurst 

“Having dental implants 
was well worth the effort 
and the difference was 
extraordinary, making it the 
best decision I ever made. 

I used to be self-conscious 
about my teeth. I wouldn’t 
eat in public in case my 
dentures fell out and I hated 
how they felt in my mouth. 
Since having dental implants 
I am so much happier. I can 
eat what I want, when I 
want, including apples and 
I am much more confident. 

Even my friends have 
commented on how happy 
and relaxed I look. ” 
Stephen Barnham - 
Tonbridge 


Ken, a patients of Dr 
Claassen at Hanover House 
Dental Practice says... 
“I wasn’t certain about going 
down this route but now feel 
SMILES better!” which is 
evident in his before and 
after treatment photos. 



How to get this special product 

Its first come first served so call and book 
your free consultation. Cut out the coupon on 
this page and when you start treatment we 
will reduce the cost by £350! 

Call us today on: 01732 807914 

Either Sue or Sandy will be helping you on the phone. 

Hanover House Dental 
has various packages and 
price plans to 
suit all budgets! 


Hanover House 

— CALMftGIWTLf DfNTISTRY 


Benefit from Accelerated, 
100% Natural healing! 

Free consultation 

At Hanover House, 203 High St, TN91BW 

Remember; bring your coupon along 
to claim YOUR free PRGF! 


DO NOT PUT IT OFF; WE DO NOT WANT YOU 



Call 01732 807914 


SAVE 

£350 
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Archbishop praised for handling 
of remarkable paternity results 

Last weekend the Archbishop of Canterbury’s biological father was revealed as the former private 
secretary to late prime minister Winston Churchill. His reaction has drawn praise from all faiths... 


By Hannah Stubbs 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


T HE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury has revealed he dis¬ 
covered the truth about his 
biological father while vis¬ 
iting a playgroup in Sit- 
tingbourne, just before Easter. 

The shock revelations were re¬ 
vealed last weekend. 

He has been praised by faith leaders 
for the way he revealed that his bio¬ 
logical father was not the man he first 
thought. 

The Most Rev Justin Welby, who be¬ 
lieved his father was Gavin Welby, 
said it was “a complete surprise” to 
find through DNA evidence that his 
father is the late Sir Anthony Mon¬ 
tague Browne - Sir Winston Church¬ 
ill’s last private secretary. 

In a statement he said: “My mother, 
Jane Williams, and father, Gavin Wel¬ 
by, were both alcoholics. My mother 
has been in recovery since 1968, and 
has not touched alcohol for over 48 
years. I am enormously proud of her. 

“My father, Gavin Welby, died as a 
result of the alcohol and smoking in 
1977 when I was 21. 

“As a result of my parents’ addic¬ 
tions my early life was messy, al¬ 
though I had the blessing and gift of a 
wonderful education, and was cared 
for deeply by my grandmother, my 
mother once she was in recovery, and 
my father, Gavin Welby, as far as he 
was able. 

“I have had a life of great blessing 
and wonderful support, especially 
from Caroline [his wife] and our chil¬ 
dren, as well as a great many wonder¬ 
ful friends and family. 

“My own experience is typical of 
many people. To find that one’s father 
is other than imagined is not unusu¬ 
al. To be the child of families with 
great difficulties in relationships, 
with substance abuse or other mat¬ 
ters, is far too normal. 

“I know that I find who I am in Je¬ 
sus Christ, not in genetics, and my 
identity in him never changes.” 

His mother, Lady Williams of Elvel, 
86, described the revelation as “an al¬ 
most unbelievable shock”, but added 
she recalls going to bed with Sir An¬ 
thony “fuelled by a large amount of 
alcohol on both sides”. 

She added: “Naturally, my son has 
deserved an explanation and I have 
been as open as I can, given the pas¬ 
sage of more than sixty years with all 
the lapses in memory that age entails, 
in giving it to him. But I accept that 
what would in normal circumstances 
be of interest only to those immedi¬ 
ately concerned must now, because of 
my son’s position in public life, be giv¬ 
en wider circulation. 

“Gavin Welby, my ex-husband, was 
a very strong, possessive character. 
At the end of March 1955 he was bul¬ 
lying me to leave my job as personal 
secretary to the prime minister and 
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run away with him and marry him in 
the United States where his divorce 
was being finalised. At the age of 25, 
as I was, the pressure became too 
great and in the end I found myself 
unable to resist. 

“Although my recollection of 
events is patchy, I now recognise that 
during the days leading up to my very 
sudden marriage, and fuelled by a 
large amount of alcohol on both sides, 
I went to bed with Anthony Mon¬ 


tague Browne. It appears that the 
precautions taken at the time didn’t 
work and my wonderful son was con¬ 
ceived as a result of this liaison. 

“After leaving my job and getting 
married, I didn’t see Anthony again 
for a long time. After Gavin and 
I broke up in 1958 Anthony and I 
met occasionally but although 
he may have asked how Justin was, 
there was nothing that gave me 
any hint that he might have 
North & West 


thought he was Justin’s father.” 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the 
Archbishop of Westminster and the 
UK’s most senior Catholic cleric, 
tweeted that he was praying for the 
Archbishop and his mother and said: 
“Our life in Christ matters most of all.” 

The Bishop of Norwich, Graham 
James, said the archbishop took 
the DNA test thinking it would be 
disproved, and commended his 
“maturity”. 


He said: “For the archbishop I think 
of course it is a surprise but he is deal¬ 
ing with it, I talked to him quite a lot 
last week, he is dealing with it with 
his usual maturity. 

“His identity is secure, he feels the 
same person that he was three weeks 
ago. 

“It’s intriguing but he finds himself 
in the position of many other people 
who discover their father is rather 
different from the person they 
thought.” 

Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain, from 
Maidenhead Synagogue, told the 
Sunday Telegraph that the Archbish¬ 
op had set a “good example” of how to 
deal with unexpected news. 

He said: “The news does not affect 
his personal identity in any way - he 
is who he has become - nor does it 
lessen his authority as archbishop.” 

Bishop Anba Angaelos, the General 
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church 
in the United Kingdom, quoted a long 
passage from the archbishop’s state¬ 
ment on his website saying it was 
“very moving” and “indicative of the 
peace, love, forgiveness and resolve 
that we are not only all called to, but 
all endowed with if we but allow God’s 
healing, reconciling and comforting 
presence in our lives”. 

He added: “These revelations 
would have been startling and pain¬ 
ful enough for any individual and his 
family to learn and process, but to 
have them revealed and discussed so 
publicly will need a very particular 
grace.” 

It has emerged the archbishop 
hinted at the revelations that were to 
come while on a trip to Zambia for a 
youth conference last week. 

He had discovered the news him¬ 
self while visiting a playgroup in Sit- 
tingbourne, on the Wednesday before 
Easter. 

Just days before the revelations be¬ 
came public, he met 50 young Angli¬ 
cans from across southern Africa to 
discuss the environment and disci- 
pleship, and told them: “We need to 
be a church where I am who I am be¬ 
cause I am in Jesus Christ. 

“That’s the only thing that gives 
me identity and you will see why I am 
saying that in a couple of days’ time.” 

Until the revelations about his par¬ 
entage, Mr Welby believed he was 
half-Jewish on his father’s side. 

Gavin Welby, born Bernard Gavin 
Weiler, was the son of German Jewish 
immigrant Bernard Weiler who 
changed the family name because of 
the First World War. 

Speaking about his decision to visit 
Israel in 2013, months after he was 
appointed, the archbishop said: “This 
is the cradle of the three great world 
faiths. 

“It’s the cradle of our own faith, of 
Christian faith. 

“It is in so many ways the centre of 
the world, in so many extraordinary 
ways. What possible reason could 
there be to delay? ” 
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_E POLICE & CRIME 

nQ commissioner 



Vote for 

Henry BOLTON OBE 
-■% on 5 th May 2016 



www.henrybolton.org 

f Henry Bolton HBoltonAPCC 


Police & Crime Commissioners must take into account the need to "protect the UK border, the 
critical national infrastructure, civil nuclear sites, transport systems, and the public."* 


IF THIS WAS A JOB INTERVIEW, WHAT EXPERIENCE WOULD YOU WANT YOUR NEW KENT 
PCC TO HAVE? SENIOR LEADERSHIP? ARMY OFFICER? POLICE OFFICER? DIPLOMATIC? 
WORLD LEADING EXPERT ON SECURING BORDERS? HUMANITARIAN? 


About Henry BOLTON: 

/ Former Army Officer 
/ Former Police Officer 
/ Head of the International Police in Central 
Croatia 

/ UK bi-lateral organised crime, strategic 
security reform and intelligence adviser to 
the Macedonian Minister of Interior 
/ Head of border security programmes for 
the world's largest security organisation, 
the Organisation for Security & 
Cooperation in Europe, and its 56 
governments 

/ Described as one of the world's leading 
experts on border management strategies 
/ District Governor for the United Nations 
/ Refugee Crisis Management Adviser to the 
Albanian Prime Minister's Office 
/ Head of International Ceasefire 
Operations in Skopje, Macedonia 
/ Served 27 months in Helmand, 

Afghanistan 

/ OBE for services to international security 
/ Police award for outstanding bravery 


Henry BOLTON's manifesto pledges: 

/ Enhance rural policing & the links between our communities and 
our police, including the introduction of Parish Constables with full 
police powers. 

/ Take on organised crime 

/ Strengthen border security 

/ Tackle Anti-Social Behaviour and establish a specialist support and 
advice centre that will help individuals and communities 

/ Maintain present levels of support to victims of crime and to the 
Sexual Assaults Referral centre 

/ Support the NHS and mental healthcare provider to strengthen 
support to those at risk before it is necessary for the police to get 
involved. 

/ Apply very public pressure to ensure that the solutions to 
Operation STACK are comprehensively considered and not 
compromised by commercial interests or the narrow interests of 
individual local authorities 

/ Work to overcome the obstacles to Ghurkhas being recruited 
into the police and campaign for the award of non-vocational 
qualifications recognising the training and experience of police 
officers and staff 

/ Oppose privatisation of law enforcement functions 

To find out how Henry Bolton will do these things, 
read his manifesto at: henrybolton.org 


kentnews.co.uk 


Promoted by: Frank McKenna, 52b Broadmead Rd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5AP on behalf of Henry Bolton of the UK independence Party, The Grand, The Lease, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2LR 
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Visit: 

www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 



GARDEN CENTRE 


YOUR L( 
GARDEN 


LETS 


EVERYTHING FOR YOUR GARDEN 



GO G; 



THOUSANDS ( 
BRIGHTEN Y( 



Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 

Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9, A28) 
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KENT'S FURNITURE CLEARANCE CENTRE 

W-—^ FURNITURE! 


3CAL INDEPENDENT See more on our 

J CENTRE Facebook page 


VRDENING! 


ft kJ*#* 


% 


E44 




OF PUNTS TO 
)UR GARDEN 


OAK FURNITURE 


CANE CONSERVATORY FURNITURE 


facebook.com/BybrookBarn 
Tel: 01233 631959 | www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 
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01227 767576 iiiuiiii.stGlli5onsGlGctrical.co.uk 1 euroimics 

ST6LLISONS 


THIS WEEKS INSTORE DEALS 


Blomberq 



Blomberq 


Built In Single Electric Fan Oven 

Model No: BE094I4X 

■ 65 Litres Fan Oven, 4 Programmes 

■ LED Display, Retractable Controls 

■ Programmable Timer 

■ Dimensions: H59.5xW59.4xD56.7cm 



Blomberq 




Built In Double Oven 

Model No: BIO7402X 

45 Litres 3 Function Main Fan Oven 
35 Litres 5 Function Top Oven/Grill 
Fully Programmable LED Timer 
Dimensions: H72xW59.4xD55cm 


Built In Gas Hob 

Model No: GEN53403E 

4 Burners with Enamel Pan Supports 
Front Controls,Auto Mains Ignition 
FFD Fitted, LPG Convertible 
Dimensions: H8xW58xD51 cm 





Blomberq 

u4 lift 

Built In Induction Hob 

Model No: MIN54306N 



Blomberq 


Built In 13 Place Setting Dishuiasher 

Model No: LDVN2284 



4 Zone Black Glass Hob 
I-9 Adjustable Power Levels Per Zone 
On/Off Indicator & Child Lock 
Dimensions: H5.5xW58.5xD51 cm 


Optima Inverter Motor (I Oyr Warranty) 

8 Programmes, Low Water Consumption, Low Noise | 
Height Adjustable Upper Basket 
Dimensions: H82xW60XD55cm 


Blomberq 


Built In 1400 Spin 8kg Washing Machine _ 

Model No: LW1842 



16 Programmes inc HandWash 
24 Hr Delay, LCD Display 
Fast Full Load 8kg in 39 Minutes 
Dimensions: H82xW60xD54cm 




Located in the former Barretts 
Digital World building 

Wincheap Industrial Estate, 17 Maynard Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH | Monday - Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm 

BMBi CSiiiing^ AEG SAMSUNG Blomberq SONY rrrrrra SIEMENS @eff BOSCH Panasonic #LG [ ebm ] 

*T&C’s apply. Selected models only. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. 

Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for full details. 
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REVEALED: The book takes a look back through the centuries to the earliest stages of Canterbury’s formation. Author Professor David Birmingham, right, is a former University of Kent lecturer 

Book takes readers back in time 
to the very birth of cathedral city 

Simon Allin speaks to the author of a new book which examines how Canterbury was first settled in 
the period prior to the Norman invasion of 1066, in a fascinating journey of discovery in the past... 


A BOOK has been pub¬ 
lished that sheds light 
on the early history of 
Canterbury, before the 
arrival of William the 

Conqueror. 

Canterbury Before the Normans, 
by David Birmingham, chronicles the 
development of the city from the 
Stone Age up to the Battle of Hast¬ 
ings, covering some of the less well 
known aspects of its rich heritage. 

And while it details the dramatic 
cultural upheavals that have oc¬ 
curred over the centuries, it also ex¬ 
plores themes that have continued to 
resonate through the ages, such as 
Kent’s close ties with the European 
mainland. 

The book’s author is a retired pro¬ 
fessor of history who previously 
worked at the University of Kent, but 
his decision to write the book was 
partly inspired by his more recent 
work as a tourist guide. 

He told KoS; “I retired 18 years ago 
and started running seminars for the 
University of the Third Age in Canter¬ 
bury [which caters for education ex¬ 
periences for the retired and semi-re¬ 
tired], and I also trained as a city 
guide - and in the process of doing 
those things I encountered a lot of 
information. 

“I worked through the records of 
the Canterbury Archaeological Trust 
and thought, ‘can I write a book 
which is a readable book for people 
interested in Canterbury?”’ 

The book begins 10,000 years ago, 
when humans first began to settle in 
what is now Kent at the end of the last 
Ice Age and started to introduce do¬ 
mesticated animals and crops. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


It then moves on to the Bronze Age, 
which, the author explained, “be¬ 
comes very exciting with regular 
traffic across the Channel and exten¬ 
sive metal working”. 

While researching the 
book, Professor Bir¬ 
mingham encountered 
a few surprises that 
changed his under¬ 
standing of the city. 

“Canterbury is a 
much older city than we 
thought it was,” he said 
“It is older than the Ro¬ 
mans and goes back to 
the Celtic period, when 
it was an important 
place.” 

That period dates 
back to around 450BC. 

The city thrived under the Romans 
and served as an important market¬ 
place for people who lived in the sur¬ 
rounding countryside. When the Ro¬ 
man armies departed Britain in 
410AD, Angles, Saxons and Jutes ar¬ 
rived from modern day Germany and 
Denmark, mixing with, and displac¬ 
ing, the existing inhabitants. 

Viking raids followed, and Canter¬ 
bury was plundered by one Nordic 
strongman, Thorkill the Mighty, in 
1011AD. 

In the popular imagination, the pe¬ 
riod referred to as the Dark Ages is 
often thought of as a primitive time 
when little was accomplished follow¬ 
ing the decline of the western Roman 
Empire. 

As Professor Birmingham ex¬ 
plains, however, this point of view of 
the Dark Ages as an uncivilised time 
is a misconception based partly on a 


lack of written evidence. 

“Recently we have found more and 
more art of the Saxons and Jutish 
people. It is referred to as the Dark 
Ages but only because 
they did not keep writ- 
I ten records. 

“We have found some 
of the most beautiful art 
dating back to the peri¬ 
od after the Romans left. 

“The Dark Ages were 
in fact a time of consid¬ 
erable sophistication, 
but it took a while for lit¬ 
eracy to return.” 

Nevertheless, after the 
Romans left there were 
some major changes, 
and the city would not 
regain its previous 
standing for many years. 

“The city became abandoned, so 


CANTERBURY takes its name from 
the the Celtic tribe of the Cantiaci, 
who occupied the city before the 
arrival of the Romans in the first 
century AD. 

The Roman town, Durovernum 
Cantiacorum, may have been 
home to as many as 9,000 people, 
and it featured temples, a forum, a 
theatre and public baths. 

After the Romans departed in the 
fifth century AD, settlers arrived 
from what is now Germany and 
Denmark-Angles, Saxons and 
Jutes. 

Under the Germanic settlers, the 


the Roman British lived in villas out¬ 
side Canterbury,” Professor Birming¬ 
ham explained. 

“For around 200 years the town 
was virtually unused, until it became 
the headquarters of the Church, 
which was the dramatic thing that 
happened. It became the focus of the 
Church and the archbishop and has 
remained so ever since.” 

The cathedral which stands today 
dates back to around 1070, just after 
the Norman invasion of 1066. 

With debate now raging about the 
relationship between the UK and the 
European Union, the book serves as a 
reminder that the history of Kent and 
that of the rest of northern Europe 
have always been closely intertwined. 

The county’s importance has al¬ 
ways, to some extent, relied on its 
proximity to the European mainland 
and the opportunities for trade that 


town became known as ‘Cant- 
warabyrig’ - stronghold of the men 
of Kent. 

The city was partially aban¬ 
doned during this period, although 
some of the Romanised British 
congregated around Roman villas. 

Canterbury’s resurgence began 
around 200 years later with the 
arrival of Christianity, after Pope 
Gregory sent St Augustine on a 
mission to the city. 

Augustine baptised the Anglo- 
Saxon king Aethelbert of Kent, who 
gave the missionaries land to found 
a monastery outside the city walls. 


this has opened up. 

“Kent is close to the continent, so 
there were trading relations - and 
Offa, the King of the Midlands, took 
over because he wanted trading rela¬ 
tions with northern France,” Profes¬ 
sor Birmingham said. 

“The ports on the coast of Kent 
were very important for relations 
with mainland Europe. 

“Kent is the gateway to Europe and 
has been since the Bronze Age.” 

■ Canterbury Before the Nor¬ 
mans is the first in a series of new 
books chronicling the history of 
the city. The second will cover the 
period from the Norman invasion 
until the 1500s, while the third 
will run from the 16th century 
up to the present day. 

Professor Birmingham’s book 
is published by Carnegie and 
priced at £8.99. 


The city’s new importance 
stimulated building and trade, and 
the area’s prosperity meant that it 
was coveted by the leaders of rival 
Saxon kingdoms and Viking 
raiders. 

One of the most famous exam¬ 
ples of Anglo-Saxon art, the Bayeux 
tapestry, was fashioned by the 
calligraphers and needlewomen of 
Canterbury following the Norman 
invasion. 

As well as depicting the lives of 
the nobility, it includes invaluable 
details of the lives of ordinary 
people in the town. 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


r BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER 

from £199pp’ 


I Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a 



half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE 

DOUBLE 

- 


15th May 16 £250 

£480 



18th Jul 16 £265 

£505 

- 


V_ _ 



j 


^EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp* 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne 



on a half board basis in 2016. 



Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 



4th Sept 16 £260 £490 

1 


V 


J 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS from £425pp* 




12th May 16 4 80L05OUT 

9th Jun 16 8 £480 £785 

15th July 16 4 £425 £645 

8th Aug 16 5 £510 £845 

6th Sep 16 4 £480 £795 



Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 


TORQUAY TORNADO from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 

V___y 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 



MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 





Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


[ travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Airport Connections 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 
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Embrace the inevitable with the 
county’s very first ‘funeral fair’ 

Planning arrangements for your own death has long been a taboo topic. But, as Chris Murphy reports, 
an event in Tenterden next weekend invites you to view and discuss the options for your final send off 


W EDDING shows 
have become com¬ 
monplace across 
the county over re¬ 
cent years, with 
events designed to showcase the fash¬ 
ions and fun happy couples can invest 
in for their big day. But now there’s a 
newcomer on the scene... your chance 
to book up all the elements for your 
final send off. 

Because next weekend the county’s 
first exhibition into the often taboo 
world of death and funerals - Reflec¬ 
tions on Death and Dying - sets up 
shop in Tenterden. 

The show’s organisers stress it will 
not be a macabre, gloomy and de¬ 
pressing experience - rather a chance 
to embrace the inevitable. 

It hopes to break down the barriers 
and give people the chance to organ¬ 
ise their funeral arrangements well 
in advance and in a way they are 
happiest with. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, one of the 
key thrusts is for everyone to be 
aware of the costs involved. 

Organiser David Ledger told us: 
“We are always hearing complaints 
about the cost of funerals. 

“One way to eliminate these stresses 
is to have it all organised well in ad¬ 
vance, so the funeral directors are 
aware what people want, and the price 
will not come as an additional shock.” 

It is estimated the average cost of a 
basic funeral is £3,500 - but with ca¬ 
tering and additional costs included, 
that can swell comfortably pass the 
£5,000 mark. And for many families 
that can be an enormous financial 
strain. 

Mr Ledger suggested some unscrupu¬ 
lous funeral companies will nudge cus¬ 
tomers towards more expensive ele¬ 
ments, such as more costly caskets. 

The celebrant and funeral guide 
told us: “What we are trying to do is 
raise awareness of the various choic¬ 
es people have. 

“There has been a lot said about 
how expensive a funeral is, but they 
don’t have to be if people can think 
about it beforehand. 

“If you plan ahead and talk to the 
right people you can pick and chose 
what you want, rather than be forced 


to have things you might otherwise 
not want. 

“Generally, people don’t think 
about it until it is too late and then 
family has to decide what it wants. 

“Unfortunately, there are some fu¬ 
neral directors will say ‘you don’t 
want that coffin, you want this much 
better coffin’ because they can make 
some money out of that. 

“Whereas if you have got the coffin 
all lined up and you know what you 
want it will end up you telling the fu¬ 
neral directors what you want rather 
than the other way round.” 

He said specialised providers will 
be on hand to talk about “what makes 
a good death and a good funeral” in 
the 21st century, adding: “If you can 
embrace the thought that one day 
you will die, there is so much help but 
few know where to really look.” 

These include someone from the 
Natural Death Centre, Living Well 
Dying Well, Macmillan and Pilgrims’ 
Hospice. 

Rosie Inman-Cook, from the Natu¬ 
ral Death Centre charity, which offers 
independent funeral advice, said: 
“We aim to tell people of the many 
choices and alternatives that are 
available, some are more natural 
than others. 

“Each family arranging a funeral is 
important and should get exactly 
what they want. This event will go a 
long way to helping empower those 
who have someone approaching the 
end, or anyone that wants to plan 
ahead for themselves or their family. 

“Due to increasing costs there is 
also a great need for families to know 
more.” 

Mr Ledger promises: “It won’t be 
morbid, in fact it will be highlighting 
the celebratory side of life and indeed 
death.” 

At least two Kent casket companies 
will be attending. Among them Weal- 
den Coffins which produces a unique 
‘curve’ coffin which allows it to be 
decorated to suit the deceased, while 
Ecoffins which uses the likes of ba¬ 
nana and bamboo wood for its eco- 
friendly coffins. 

If you want to go out with your 
friends and family’s feet tapping, then 
there will be the chance to book live 



REST: Being buried in natural sites is growing in popularity 
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FAREWELL: Come face to face with your destiny and find out more about funerals next weekend 


musicians to perform, while two nat¬ 
ural burial grounds in the county, in 
Edenbridge and Teynham - offering 
an alternative to traditional crema¬ 
tions or church burials - will also be 
on hand. 

Inspired by the good work done to 
modernise and demystify myths sur¬ 
rounding funerals, Holly Clarke with 
husband Andrew and David Ledger 
and partner Sheila Ellis said they or¬ 
ganised the event for all who want to 
know more. 

Mr Ledger said: “Many people don’t 
want to even think about their own 
death let alone talk about it, but by 
thinking about it and starting to 
make some preparations, it can help 
those left behind who otherwise have 
to best guess what you might want. 
The day is packed with opportunity to 
ask questions and hear answers to 
questions you may not have even 
thought about. 

“Don’t assume inheritance of your 
wealth will be simple when you die, 
you do need a formal Will to avoid 
problems and upset, but where do you 
start?” 

Holly Clarke added: “With other 
things like a Death Cafe where you 
can discuss your own thoughts, a 
stand that helps you consider your 
own bucket list, commemorating a 
loved one on the memory tree and an 
exhibition of poetry, there is some¬ 
thing for everyone. Lessen your fears, 
be inspired and if you can accept your 
mortality, by planning ahead, it 
might help you to make the most of 
the rest of your life.” 

Reflections on Death and Dying in 
on April 23 at The Baptist Church 
Hall, Tenterden, between 10 and 
4.30. It is free to attend. 

North & West 



CHOICE: Coffins now come in a variety of different forms 
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Bringing colour to 
conflict many see 
in black and white 


A Faversham historian who advised Spielberg for hit film War 
Horse is to give a talk on the ‘real’ war experienced by soldiers 


O NE hundred years after 
the First World War, a 
historian is doing his best 
to bring the conflict to life 
as it would have been ex¬ 
perienced by the average soldier. 

Andy Robertshaw is well-known 
for his work on hit TV shows such as 
Time Team and Who Do You Think 
You Are? and he also acted as a con¬ 
sultant for the blockbuster film War 
Horse, working closely with Jeremy 
Irving, Steven Spielberg and other 
famous faces. 

He has recently moved to Faver¬ 
sham, and he is giving a talk next 
month in Whitstable, during which 
he will discuss his experiences while 
working on the hugely popular film. 

Like most families in Britain, Mr 
Robertshaw has a close personal con¬ 
nection with the First World War: his 
grandfather, John Andrew Robert¬ 
shaw, volunteered in 1914 and saw 
action in the conflict, while his 
grandmother worked in a munitions 
factory. 

The historian’s desire to recreate 
the experience of the war stems from 
an interview he carried out with a 
veteran of the conflict, who told him 
that he remembered the war ‘in co¬ 
lour’, which contrasts with the way it 
is imagined by people today. 

“We see the war in black and 
white,” Mr Robertshaw explained, 
“and I thought it was my mission to 
get people to experience the war 
without the cliches. 

“We all have the idea that everyone 
dies - we see it as absolute carnage - 
but most of them came home. 


“I want to teach people about the 
war as experienced, rather than 
imagined.” 

Mr Robertshaw has worked as a 
history teacher in schools, for the Na¬ 
tional Army Museum in Chelsea, and 
currently works as a consultant 
with the British and Norwegian 
armies. 

His expertise resulted in him being 
called up as a consultant for War 
Horse, working on the screenplay, 
training the extras, advising on uni¬ 
forms and supervising every day of 
the filming. 

He also played a minor role in the 
film, featuring as a uniformed char¬ 
acter and blowing the whistle for the 
‘over the top’ sequence. 

War Horse introduced a new gen¬ 
eration to the First World War - and it 
did so in vivid colour. 

The film, and the theatre produc¬ 
tion that followed it, are based on Mi¬ 
chael Morpurgo’s 1982 book, which 
tells the story of a horse that gets 
caught up in the action on the West¬ 
ern Front. 

The tale also broke new ground by 
depicting the experiences of the ani¬ 
mals that contributed so much to the 
war effort - an aspect that has been 
overlooked in previous films. 

“I think the success of the film was 
due to that combination of animals 
and people,” Mr Robertshaw ex¬ 
plained. 

“It is not a war film, it is a film about 
comradeship and friendship - about 
the bond between man and horse, 
and we are moved by animals. 

“Most horses on the Western Front 


kk We see the war 
in black and white, 

I thought it was my 
mission to get people 
to experience the war 
without the cliches j j 


Andy Robertshaw, 

Historian and war consultant 

were transport horses, not cavalry, 
and the war could not have been won 
without them.” 

Mr Robertshaw described the di¬ 
rector, Steven Spielberg, as ‘very nice 
and very professional. He knew what 
he wanted to get - and he was very 
hard working’. 

The historian’s enthusiasm for rec¬ 
reating the conditions of the war led 
him to take the extraordinary step of 
building a trench in the garden of his 
previous home and opening it up to 
visitors, who would be able to spend 
time there as an average Tommy. 

He is now building a new trench 
near the A22, which will eventually 
be open to visitors - although details 
of the project are currently under 
wraps for safety reasons. 

Mr Robertshaw said: “When I 
worked in the Army Museum at Chel¬ 
sea, people coming up with ideas said 
we could recreate a trench raid - but I 



LIVING HISTORY: Mr Robertshaw built a trench in the garden of his previous home 



MISSION: Andy Robertshaw will be giving a talk in Whitstable on the 
making of the hit Steven Spielberg film War Horse 



said for most soldiers it wasn’t 
the everyday experience.” 

The historian spent 24 hours 
in his dug-out with a group of 
volunteers, acting out the role 
played by a soldier right down 
to details such as cooking, eat¬ 
ing and cleaning, as well as fir¬ 
ing blanks over the top of the 
trench. 

He described how the people 
taking part became immersed 
in the experience, so that they 
began to focus on things that 
would have been in the minds of 
people living through the reality of 
the war. 

“People became obsessed with fa¬ 
miliar things - with food and keeping 
your feet dry,” Mr Robertshaw 
explained. 

“Although we were close to Gat- 
wick, we forgot there was an airport 
behind us. The routine of working 
and getting a meal and doing guard 
duty took over. 

“A journalist who took part, who 
said he hated baked beans, tasted 
some and said ‘they are lovely’, because 
he’d been on guard duty at two in the 
morning and was terribly hungry. 

“The ordinary experience was not 
about fighting, it was about living - 
about sharing things with other sol¬ 
diers, and talking about home and 
family. 

“The neighbours were a bit sur¬ 
prised, but on the whole the feeling 
was interest, and a number of them 
came round to have a look and saw 
that it was used in a variety of ways.” 

Mr Robertshaw’s trench is also 
used as an educational tool for chil¬ 
dren, bringing the events described in 
their textbooks vividly to life. 

“Children enjoy it - they often say it 


is a bit more real. I get them building 
sandbag walls. They have a talk 
about the soldier, but I also get them 
doing a bit of work, because it is about 
teamwork. 

“Building and working as part of a 
team really triggers their imagina¬ 
tions - they like that a lot.” 

Mr Robertshaw’s talk in Whitstable 
at the end of May will focus on the 
making of War Horse and will be fol¬ 
lowed by a question and answer 
session. 

“I am going to talk about every¬ 
thing, from the original screenplay 
right through to the last day of film¬ 
ing, including training the extras and 
working with the actors, particularly 
Jeremy Irving. 

“It will also cover some of the other 
bits like when they got the horse to 
jump over the tank, and some of the 
problems associated with working 
with so many people. 

“It is basically what it is like to work 
on a movie for the first time.” 

■ Making War Horse the Movie will be 
held at the Horsebridge Centre, Whit¬ 
stable on Friday, May 27, at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £10 for an adult, £6 for 
children and £25 for a family. 
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A warm welcome 
awaits you at the 
beautifully 
refurbished 
Tyler’s Kiln. 

Traditional home-cooked 
food, a wide 
range of wines, beers, 
spirits & hot drinks 
served with 
home-made shortbread. 


Hackington Road, Tyler Hill, Canterbury CT 2 9 NE I TalkToUs@thetylerskiln.co.uk 
Tel 01227 4719121 www.thetylerskiln.co.uk 


1 ' 

I j ‘ 

V 


\ . , 


j 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending April 17,2016 35 




















TRANSFORMED: Before and after shots of Belvedere’s Tim Dickson who went from munching chocolate to running a 33-mile ultra marathon in Scotland 

‘I cured my diabetes by turning 
my life around with exercise’ 

Simon Allin on one man’s remarkable story of turning his life around after tipping scales at 24-stone 


W HEN Tim Dickson 
was 46 he had a 
dawning realisation 
- he was getting dan¬ 
gerously unhealthy. 
Weighing 24-stone, he was plung¬ 
ing into a crisis. Diagnosed with 
diabetes, he spent his days eating 
chocolate and watching daytime 
television. 

His blood sugars would soar so high 
he was falling asleep every 20 minutes 
and, as a consequence, his driving li¬ 
cence was withdrawn. A bitter blow 
given he worked as a driver. 

Yet, incredibly, in the space of 20 
months, he shed 10-stone and, 
miraculously, has defied medical 
experts and no longer suffers from the 
illness. 

Now he is a marathon-running 
personal trainer and wants to share 
his message that anyone can turn 
their life around. 

“I just woke up and thought, 
enough is enough,” he told KoS this 
week, “I’m not being like this any¬ 
more. I started walking on my own 
and introduced hand weights, and 
then I wanted to start running. 

“The only support I had was from 
my wife, Caroline - no-one else. She 
was my rock. 

“I cried a lot and wanted to give up, 
but then I started to set goals.” 

Mr Dickson, now 47, from Belve¬ 
dere, even recently took part in the 
D33 Ultra marathon - a gruelling 33- 
mile event near Aberdeen - after it 
was suggested by his brother, who 
lives in Scotland. 

“I put my name down for it and my 


life just changed in 20 months,” he 
explained. 

“I started putting in the training, 
they started to take the medication 
off me.” 

What came next was astonishing 

- he was taken off his medication for 
diabetes completely. 

He explained: “I went back on my 
review and they were shocked. Re¬ 
versing diabetes is a very rare thing 
and I couldn’t believe it. 

“The doctor took me off all medica¬ 
tion. There was no surgery, just pure 
willpower. It was just an unbelievable 
feeling. 

“I have walked past people on the 
streets and they do not know who I 
am. They just don’t recognise me.” 

Now he is keen to install the belief 
in others that they can turn their life 
around and follow in his inspiration¬ 
al footsteps. 

“Ask yourself, do you really want to 
lose weight?” he says. “People some¬ 
times want to but they are not always 
ready to do it. You can’t always do it 
in a short period of time, but you have 
got to want to do it. 

“It is so difficult in today’s world, 
though. The mental issues make it 
harder - even coming out of the front 
door can be difficult when you are low. 

“The sad thing is that it is often 
when things have already happened 

- when health problems have already 
started - that people decide to do 
something about it.” 

Mr Dickson’s work as a trainer, and 
as a mentor for mental health charity 
Mind, now enables him to help people 
who face the same problems that af- 


k k The doctor couldn’t 
believe it. They took me 
off all medication. 
There was no surgery, 
just pure willpower. 

It was just an 
unbelievable feeling J f 


Tim Dickson 

... on beating diabetes 

fected him before he took control. 

“I help people and give talks to peo¬ 
ple to show them it is possible. I know 
how difficult it is to get better when 
you are low. 

“They can relate to me and I can 
relate to the difficulty of it all - and 
the mental difficulty,” he explained. 

He has now set up a new running 
club in Belvedere - The Belvedere 
Plodders - which is aimed at begin¬ 
ners who want to start running safely. 

“I have had a lot of interest in it, so 
hopefully people will be able to get up 
and do something.” 

His remarkable story is particular¬ 
ly relevant after the World Health Or¬ 
ganisation revealed that worldwide 
cases of diabetes have quadrupled 
since 1980, with the condition now 
affecting almost one in 11 people. 

Type 2 diabetes, which accounts 
for 90 per cent of cases, is primarily 
caused by lifestyle factors and is par¬ 


ticularly associated with being obese. 

The condition can lead to serious 
health problems further down the 
line, such as blindness, kidney failure 
and cardiovascular disease. 

Medications and lifestyle changes can 
help to manage diabetes, but the condi¬ 
tion is normally lifelong - and cases 
such as Mr Dickson’s are very rare. 

Although he was fit as a youngster, 
Mr Dickson’s health began to decline 
when he was in his 20s. 

He was working as a driver and 
leading a sedentary lifestyle, and 
gradually he deteriorated until, at the 
age of 46, he hit a peak of 24-stones. 

Diabetes occurs in two key forms - 
Type 1 and Type 2. 

Type 1 is the most serious of the 
two - and is caused when the pan¬ 
creas does not produce any insulin to 
break down sugars which enter the 
bloodstream. 

Failure to break it down means the 
blood vessels start to clog, increasing 
the chance of strokes or heart at¬ 
tacks, and causing significant circu¬ 
lation problems. 

Those who suffer this condition, 
are required to have daily injections 
of insulin to control their blood sugar 
levels, but always face the risk of 
those levels rising dangerously high 
or low. If it goes too low, sufferers can 
fall into comas that can sometimes 
prove fatal. 

Type 2 diabetes, which is much 
more common, occurs because the 
pancreas does not naturally produce 
sufficient insulin. 

It is most often caused by lifestyle 
and diet - normally by eating too 


much sugary foods and not doing suf¬ 
ficient exercise - but can also be 
hereditary. 

Being overweight is linked to a sig¬ 
nificantly higher risk of developing 
the condition. 

Cases of reversing diabetes, howev¬ 
er, are very rare. 

The condition is normally a chron¬ 
ic one, affecting people for the rest of 
their lives. 

As a result, treatment is confined to 
managing the disease so that people 
are able to live with it as comfortably 
as possible. 

However, it is possible to reverse di¬ 
abetes by increasing physical exercise 
and eating a healthier diet by cutting 
down on alcohol and fatty foods. 

A study that took place at Newcas¬ 
tle University revealed substantial 
weight loss is the key to doing so. 

Ensuring the weight loss is main¬ 
tained, through a low-calorie diet 
and regular exercise, is also crucial. 

A five-year study, funded with 
campaign and support group Diabe¬ 
tes UK’s largest-ever grant, is now 
under way to investigate diabetes re¬ 
versal more thoroughly. 

If reversal could be achieved under 
routine GP care, it could enable peo¬ 
ple with the condition to live for long¬ 
er with a better quality of life and a 
reduced risk of serious health 
complications. 

This would bring huge benefits for 
the four million people in the UK who 
have the disease. It could also reduce 
the burden on the NHS, which cur¬ 
rently spends around ten per cent of 
its budget on diabetes. 


36 Week ending April 17, 2016 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 









Could osteopathy be the career for you? 


If you’re considering a career 
as a primary healthcare 
professional then perhaps 
osteopathy should be on 
your list of options. 

Osteopathy is a distinct 
healthcare profession that 
is legally regulated in the 
UK. Having a UK recognised 
qualification in osteopathy 
allows practitioners to set up 
their own practices and, as 
primary healthcare professionals, 
they’re able to both diagnose 
and treat patients. 

Osteopaths use their hands to 
gently release muscles and joints 
with a variety of techniques 
working with the natural 
healing properties of the body. 
This then encourages healthy 
movement, which in turn 
restores healthy function. 

Techniques involved could be 
massage, articulation, lymphatic 
drainage, manipulation of 
joints or the ever so gentle 
balancing techniques and cranial 
osteopathy. Appointment usually 
last between 30 and 45 minutes, 
which gives the osteopath time 
to fully understand their patient’s 
complete state of health. 


Osteopathy is recognised to 
reduce pain, increase joint 
mobility and relieve muscle 
tension. Most readily associated 
with the relief of backache, 
arthritic symptoms and exercise 
related injuries, osteopathy is 
actually a far broader healthcare 
approach. Based on the concept 
that the structure of the body is 
directly related to the function, 
osteopaths have positive health 
effects on a wide range of 
common conditions, and because 
it aims to improve the way that 
our bodies function it can be 
applied to patients of all ages. 

Osteopaths work with elite 
athletes and top sports people, 
they work with Olympic teams 
and football clubs, they treat 
children, they treat pensioners. 


Their holistic approach to 
health is appreciated across 
the population. 

Maidstone is recognised as 
a centre of excellence for 
the training and practice of 
osteopathy and hosts the world 
renowned European School of 
Osteopathy (ESO). Founded 
in 1974, the School has been 
instrumental in the development 
of osteopathic education across 
Europe and beyond. The School 
currently has partner colleges in 
Russia, Poland, and Denmark, but 
it also helped the development 
of schools in France, Belgium, 
Norway, Sweden, Germany, 

Egypt and Italy. 

Based at the beautiful Boxley 
House, the ESO provides 
undergraduate education 
validated as a partner college 
of the University of Greenwich. 

Its four year Integrated Masters 
degree is respected for having 
one of the most innovative and 
exciting ranges of techniques, 
which means graduates are 
well prepared to excel in an 
exciting and rewarding career. 

The ESO has a well-established 
and successful clinic, where its 
reputation for treating patients of 
all ages is well known. 


So, if you think you would enjoy a 
career helping people of all ages 
and have an interest in human 
physiology and health, maybe 
osteopathy is for you. The ESO 
considers every application on 
the personal qualities of the 
applicant. If you don’t have 
the required level of science 
qualifications the School runs a 
pre-entry science course in the 
summer, to get you up to speed. 

For further information and 
informal advice contact the 
ESO’s Admissions Team on 
01622 671558 or visit 
www.eso.ac.uk. 





Open events - find out more 


Open Dayi Wednesday 20th April 
Taster Day: Tuesday 26th April 

To book, call 01622 671558 or email admissions@eso.ac.uk 
or you can register online at www.eso.ac.uk/opendays 


European School of Osteopathy, Boxley House, The Street, Boxley, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3DZ 

T: +44 (0)1622 671558 f: www.facebook.com/EuropeanSchoolofOsteopathy t: twitter.com/ESOMaidstone 


Become an Osteopath 

Change your career path and your life... 
become a primary healthcare professional 


ES@ 

European School 
of Osteopathy 


The European School of Osteopathy is an internationally renowned school and it’s on your doorstep! 


Our four-year degree programme provides every skill you’ll need to 
become a successful osteopathic practitioner, including a dedicated 
teaching clinic for students and a business and professional 
development course - over 90% of students are in employment/ 
further study within 6 months of graduation. 


Take your 
first step 
towards a 
rewarding 
new career 


Many people only realise 
later in life where their true 
interests lie; as a result they 
may not have the higher level 
sciences needed for entry 
onto an osteopathic degree 
programme. 

The ESO has, therefore, 
developed a bridging course, 
the Summer Science Course 
(SSC), which covers the 
required subject areas in 
Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. 


This 2-week 
intensive course 
provides all the 
sciences you need 
to start your 
journey in 2016 


Applicants are expected to 
have studied at minimum 
Level 3 (A-level or equivalent) 
prior to applying, or have 
appropriate work/life 
experience. The course is 
not intended for school 
leavers who have failed 
to meet offer conditions. 
Admission onto the SSC is 
subject to prior interview. 

The course is delivered 
through group lectures at 
the School’s Boxley campus. 
This year’s course will take 
place from 1st to 12th August 
(Monday to Friday). 


You can find more 
information about the 
Summer Science Course 
on the ESO’s website. For 
an informal assessment 
please contact the 
Admissions Team - email 
admissions@eso.ac.uk or 
call 01622 671558 
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Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality. 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 



Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 

Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7U 




ian pennick 


interiors 


telephone 01227 283850 for free advice 6 days a week - closed Sundays WWW.ianpennick.CO.uk 
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MUSICAL: You ’ve Got A Friend tells the story of Carole King and James Taylor’s music and friendship 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


ama, music and comedy 
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Something for everyone on offer at Dartford’s Orchard Theatre during May... 


A VARIETY of shows will 
be performed on stage 
at Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre next month. 
Maple Tree Enter¬ 
tainment will be bringing a new 
concert-style show to the theatre. 

You’ve Got A Friend In Me is 
based on the friendship and music 
of performers Carole King and 
James Taylor. 

Emily Jollands will be taking on 
the role of Ms King and Bill Lennon 
will play Mr Taylor. 

The show features hits such as I 
Feel The Earth Move, Will You Still 
Love Me Tomorrow, How Sweet It Is 
(To Be Loved By You), Fire and 
Rain, You Make Me Feel (Like A 
Natural Woman), Sweet Baby 
James and the title song, You’ve Got 
A Friend. 

It will be performed on May 3. 

A traditional staging of Giacomo 


Puccini’s opera Tosca will be per¬ 
formed at the theatre on May 7. 

The Ellen Kent production fea¬ 
tures murder and suicide. 

The show will be performed in 
Italian with English subtitles. 

It features arias such as Recondi- 
ta Armonia, Vissi d’Arte and E Lu- 
cevan le Stelle. 

It is presented by Opera and Bal¬ 
let International and tells the story 
of Floria Tosca, who is in love with 
an artist called Mario Cavaradossi. 

In order to save him from execu¬ 
tion she finds herself forced to enter 
into a deal with Chief of Police Bar¬ 
on Scarpia. 

Scarpia’s price is Tosca’s seduc¬ 
tion, but she finds that she cannot 
go through with it, and in despera¬ 
tion stabs him to death. 

Cavaradossi is executed and, re¬ 
alising all is lost, Tosca throws her¬ 
self from the battlements. 


When she was preparing for the 
new staging of Tosca, Ms Kent paid 
a visit to Mr Puccini’s Italian home. 

She said: “My productions are al¬ 
ways rather beautiful and I sudden¬ 
ly realised that in my view, 

“I have been doing what Puccini 
would have liked and wanted. It felt 
like meeting somebody I knew.” 

Comedian Jimmy Jones will be 
bringing his new stand-up show - 
Return of the Guvnor - to the thea¬ 
tre on May 12. 

Mr Jones - who was one of the 
original comics in TV series The Co¬ 
median - has had a successful com¬ 
edy career, which has spanned 
more than 50 years. 

Agatha Christie’s play The 
Mousetrap will be running from 
May 16 to 21. 

The show made its West End de¬ 
but in 1952 and has been running 
continuously ever since. 


It will be performed in Dartford 
during its 60th anniversary tour. 

It tells the story of a group of peo¬ 
ple staying in a house together, who 
discover that there is a killer in 
their midst. 

They reveal more information 
about their backgrounds, until the 
last moment of suspense when the 
murderer is revealed. 

Louise Jameson will be taking 
on the role of Mrs Boyle in the 
show. 

“I thought about doing some¬ 
thing special for my 65th birthday 
in 2016. Just how did I get to be 65? 

“The same way The Mousetrap 
has run for nearly that length of 
time I suppose, just second by sec¬ 
ond time has ticked away we’ve 
both lasted this long, and so we’ll be 
celebrating together.” 

■ For tickets visit www.or- 
chardtheatre .co.uk 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
f since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 



Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million 


www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


users waiting to meet .. visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421427 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box: 419673 
SINGLE late 60s female, n/s, 
GSOH, likes going out and being 
active, not fun on my own, 
seeking single male, 66-70, n/s, 
with GSOH, to share each 
others interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421433 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, 
holidays especially cruising, 
WLTM similar aged gentleman 
with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421429 
LUCY first time advertiser, 
32yrs, tall slim blonde airline 
worker, seeks discreet gent, any 
status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3026 
Box:420237 

ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, size 
14, blonde, bubbly, GSOH, 
warm, loving, kind and caring, 
loves music, animals, seaside, 
looking for that special 
someone. Text only Mailbox: 
4715158 


KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and 
broadminded, seeks no strings 
fun with chap any age, must be 
discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3038 
Box:407953 

GENUINE single female 49, 
seeking good-natured, 

intelligent, polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox: 4198603 
ABIGAIL, 33yrs Isiim 

sophisticated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasures with a 
discreet experienced man, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3014 Box 421339 
KIND, caring lady of African 
origin, living in UK for past 20 
years, looking for a gentleman 
who is kind and caring, must 
have a GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421041 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box: 421375 
ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, 
caring gentleman, 60 years +. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421039 

PAMELA, 33yrs, has a naughty 
side which she wants to share 
with similar minded discreet 
gent. You should be 30+ and 
have a wicked SOH. Box: 
4031004 Text only 
SINGLE slim female, 68, n/s, 
GSOH, likes cooking, walking 
etc, seeks male, single, slim 65- 
70, n/s, with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
420091 

JESS, London based but can 
travel and accommodate, 39yrs, 
recently single and looking for 
no strings fun, may lead to more 
but not yet. Gents 40+ please, 
open minded, discreet and fun. 
Box: 4107546 Text only 


walking, pub lunches, days out, 
looking for soul mate, smart 
appearance, similar interests N/S 
GSOH, easy going. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4762600 
KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine man 
for caring relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 419889 £ 
MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419657| 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 
MARIE, very lonely middle-aged 
woman, looking for a kind hearted 
older man, late 70s/early 80s for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418955 | 
RACHEL late 40s, blonde, blue 
eyes and very voluptuous. Looking 
for a kind, caring honest man. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418741@ 

ESSEX lady, mid 60's, adaptable, 
seeking nice male, likes most 
things. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:418537 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418117 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 
5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 £ 


attractive female, likes most things 
in life and a good laugh, looking for 
a similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4722127 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to start 
out with. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4710874 

BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 12, 
likes meals out, drinks, nights in, 
walks, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409025 £ 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416349 £ 

ATTRACTIVE lady early "50^ 

petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM professional, 
caring gent, 50-60’s for attention 
and future together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416569 
JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416349 £ 


hair, hazel eyes, very loving, 
seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517 £ 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with long 
brown hair, fit and active seeks fit 
older male for energetic 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416497 | 
DEBORAH 41, intelligent brunette, 

lovely brown eyes, discreet, many 
interests, seeks similar male to 
share fun and good conversation. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515| 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic lady! 

varied interests, seeks similar 
white, old fashioned, genuine male 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416215 
MAY sexy black African female, 38, 
hardworking, seeks generous 
friendly male for mutual rewarding 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416211 £ 

SUE young at heart, good looking, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach walks, 
gardening, theatre, seeking male, 
55-65 to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416171 



looking 
discreet 

60-70, for adult 
fun and a special 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421085 
BARRY, 50, 6ft, well-built, 
seeks lovely lady for good times, 
loving and enjoying life. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

421047 £ 

DAVE 64 solvent, working, not 
bad looking, would like to meet 
slim, fun to be with female, 50 to 
60, to get to know. Chelmsford 
area. Text only to Mailbox: 
4368820 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


TIREDJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



TEXT 


* SENDING A TEXT! 

MATCH TO 89990 


before corBj deals can be at-,..» 
to by reebeivice uses No meeSrp csnbi 

space and do rot g*e persoriel aelate to acuuc j__ 

H«to 3207720 700 or rn«- s*)Dor!ftn>«i« cc 


FEMALE, 59, GSOH, many 
interests, seeks caring male for fun 
friendship maybe more, genuine 
calls only. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4819793 

GORGEOUS flower, Ashford Kent, 
51, larger lady, large personality, 
easy going, seeks male who likes 
dogs, animals for relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417435| 

FEMALE easy going, kind, loving, 
genuine, romantic, car boots, 
gardening, seeking male with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417603 £ 

PAT, 68, young at heart, slim, 
proud 4' 11" GSOH, N/S, likes 
walking etc Whistable area, seeks 
similar slim easy going male 60-70. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419081 

SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after me, 
preferably, older, N/S male with 
own car. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392537 


SLIM,, 5ft 6 white male WLTM 18 
to 42 year old lady for friendship. 
Text only Mailbox: 5441709 
LEON, single Dad, recently wid¬ 
owed, 55yrs, very kind and gener¬ 
ous would love to meet a kind lady, 
looks not important but must love 
children. Box: 4068577 Text only 
MALE, 58, very outgoing, looking 
for attractive female, slim to 
medium build, for adult fun and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:421883 £ 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 5ft5, 
I enjoy eating out, walking, holidays 
and golf, WLTM a slim, attractive 
lady, 60-68, for a loving, tender 
relationship, to enjoy these times 
with, Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:421853 £ 

MALE, 55 looking for mature lady 
for outings and adult fun, easy 
going, GSOH, nice looking and a 

bit shy Text only Mailbox: 
4922399 

YOUNG 50s male looking for 
discreet daytime kisses and 
cuddles with nice female. Kent and 
Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421601 £ 


JIM 45, slim 5'8, blue eyes, short 
brown hair, very fit, would like to 
meet older lady for regular N S A 
fun East Sussex. Text only 
Mailbox: 4529089 
NEIL, Looking to meetTady for fun, 

possible LTR with someone 
special, accom and travel 
w/Sussex, age/looks unimportant. 
Text only Mailbox: 4435323 
WIDOWER 67, N/S, likes real ale, 
country music, gardening, DIY, 
seeks N/S female for lots of TLC. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381143 

CHRIS widower, likes DIY, 
gardening, nights out, rock and roll, 
N/S, looking for LTR with female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410191 £ 

MALE, 6ft, slim, 67, divorced, 
retired, likes social drinks, meals 
out, nights in and all other, WLTM 
lady with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421351 £ 
MATURE cross dressing guy, 
seeking lady willing to apply a full 
make over and give a manicure 
and pedicure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421341 
KEN 61, 6ft, slim, likes socialising, 
drinking, animals, countryside, 
seaside, meals out, seeks similar 
lady. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:333017 


MALE 38, good-looking, GSOH, 
seeks lady, 35-55 for laughter 
and lots of fun. Kent/Sussex. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
369301 

CALM, kind and good company, 
male seeking a lovely lady for 
good times and fun and loving. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419733 £ 

MATTHEW, five foot eleven, 
looking for a mature lady for 
discreet friendship and a few 
laughs. Dartford area. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

419469 £ 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
just retired, own house, likes 
holidays, reading, cinema, WLTM 
similar professional lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 420767 
MALE, 60, medium build, gosh, 
seeks attractive female, under 
50, for no strings, discreet, 
daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420621 £ 

CLINT, 37, kind, caring, honest 
and WLTM someone of any age 
who is similar and looking for a 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419951 £ 
HEALTHY 61yr old male, N/S, 
medium build, likes France, 
cooking, gardening, seeks 
female, 50-60 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 286360 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 £ 
NEVILLE 5ft 6ins, Caribbean, 
likes wine, nights in, seeks 
female to spend the rest of his life 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:333911 



PROFESSIONAL 

gentleman, just retired, own 
house, loves holidays, WLTM a 
lady for meals out, and to enjoy 
each others company. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 419751 
SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 £ 
HUBERT, lives in Rochester, 
single, lonely, looking for 
someone to get together with and 
make something happen and 
enjoy the rest of life with! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

420049 £ 



- SHY male seeks confident, strong DAVE 46 , see ks active female for 

FEMININE sensual female, slim- willed lady, to take the lead for wa | king c |j mbing and outdoor 
medium build wanted by slim, kind mutual fun, looks/age unimportant. flin nav«s nut and pvpninn*; in 
male for daytime meets, maybe ACA Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box - UayS a " a ® enmgs 
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PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077 £ 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 £ 

MALE 56, likes good 
conversation, seeks older lady for 
discreet friendly fun, 50 plus. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419201 £ 

YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking 
special lady to spoil for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909 £ 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 


PAUL 

48, 5ft 
8ins, GSOH, 
likes music, \ 
cinema, seeks 
female for fun, 
friendship and LTR. 
Tunbridge Wells. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371985 
MALE 51, 5ft 8ins, N/S, GSOH, 
easygoing, seeks slim female, 18- 
45 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
338269 

ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 


Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


ALAN, 68, straight acting gay man, 
kind, caring with GSOH, likes 
sport, art and going on holidays, 
looking for another gay man. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421529 £ 

EASYGOING guy, 62T likes 

outdoors, countryside, walks, 
seeks slim, N/S quiet guy for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
333477 

MATURE bi male seeks similar for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 4641909 
GAY male, 68, likes walks, books, 
seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411413 £ 
ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, bi- 
curious, I'm very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357 £ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 

HAPPY young looking lady, 62, more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 421223 Mailbox no: 5338933 PROFESSIONAL, romantic 

likes socialising, conversation, No. 414809 MALE, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, male ’ 44, likes meals out ’ 

seeking nice man to share good MALE 50, GSOH, looking for soul divorced gent looking to date calm t ’ imes out jne calls Te?NQ S 

times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 mate Tel No-0906 515 7112 Box and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 T «i none tiio ,emale > 30 55 f °r LI H. Tel No - 

Box No: 407383 No: 387485 £ 515 7112 Box No: 421195 £ No: 41769l' ° 9 ° 6 515 7112 B ° X N ° : 250195 

Follow us 

@« i' «ufy 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 11/04/16 
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REVIEW: Men and Girls Dance 
at Folkestone Quarterhouse 


The Best Thing is on stage 


THE Best Thing will be 
performed at the Theatre Royal 
Margate on April 30 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £14 or £12 with 
concessions. 

To book, visit www.theatre- 
royalmargate .co.uk. 




TOPICAL: The show features professional male dancers and young girls who dance for fun 


By Molly Kersey-Law 

moLly.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


M EN and Girls Dance 
is an interesting 
show that’s unlike 
anything I’ve ever 
seen before. 

It delves into a topical issue head 
on and challenges the audience to 
ask some difficult questions. 

As the name suggests, the show 
features five professional male 
dancers and nine young girls who 
dance for fun. 

It deals with a subject that is 
somewhat taboo, aiming to show 
the positive sides to relationships 
between men and girls - which 
can sometimes be met with suspi¬ 
cion and anxiety. 

The dance routines don’t come 
across as formal, instead they are 
playful and fun. 

The show features other ele¬ 
ments as well as dance. 

At one point, two of the young 
girls stand with microphones and 
describe what one of the males 
dancers is doing. Later on, one of 
the male dancers does the same 
thing - looking at one of the girls 
and describing her appearance 
and her actions. 


Newspapers form a huge part of 
the show. As we make our way to 
our seats we are each handed a 
newspaper that has been pub¬ 
lished by Fevered Sleep. 

The stage has been decorated 
with newspapers too. 

A number of pages have been 
taped together to form a large 
sheet that the dancers pick up and 
run underneath. 

At the start of the show a huge 


pile of newspapers at the back of 
the stage begins to rustle and move 
- and one of the male dancers ap¬ 
pears from the crumpled up sheets. 

Later in the show another of the 
male dancers walks around the 
stage with a huge ball of newspa¬ 
per placed on his head - which 
raises a few chuckles. 

The show has a lovely ending, 
with the male dancers and young 
girls performing together. 


Rather than all of the dancers 
performing a synchronised rou¬ 
tine, they break off into smaller 
groups and do different things. 

One girl stands on the feet of one 
of the male performers as he danc¬ 
es with her - an action that many 
people have seen taking place at 
weddings and family events. 

The young dancers look very 
happy and, most importantly of 
all, safe and comfortable. 


Jools Holland to perform 


JOOLS Holland and his rhythm and blues 
orchestra will be performing at the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells. 

The performance will be taking place on 
May 19 at 7.30pm and tickets range from 
£34.50 to £38.50. 

Call 01892 530613 to book. 


The music of Madness 


TRIBUTE act Complete 
Madness will be bringing the 
hits of Madness to the Hazlitt 
Theatre, Maidstone, on May 6. 

The show starts at 8pm and 
tickets are £18. 

Call 01622758611 to book. 



Eagles' hits in Folkestone 

EAGLES tribute band The Illegal Eagles will be 
performing at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, on 
May 6. 

The show features hits such as Hotel Califor¬ 
nia, Take It Easy and Lyin’ Eyes. 

The show starts at 7.30pm. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/folkestone to book. 



Treat your garden to a 
Summer Makeover 


Call our friendly team on 


FENCING. 


Mon-Fri: 7.30-5pm. Saturday: 8.00-lpm 


TIMBER FENCING GATES 

Huge Choice - Large Stocks - Great Prices 


Let us help you create your 
own unique garden 

with our huge choice of 
Fence Panels Gates 
Trellis & Lattice 
Post & Rail Sleepers 
Timber & Stakes Decking 
Wire & Concrete 
Arches & Arbors 


Expert Advice & Great Service 

Deliveries throughout SE London, East Sussex and Kent 


217-223 Sutton Road. Maidstone. Kent ME15 9BJ (free parking) 

Find us online at: www.challengefencing.com 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


J 4 

f 







We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


IhcUw Society clDfll 

www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Diary of a Hounslow Girl 

THE Diary of a Hounslow Girl 
will be performed at the 
Theatre Royal Margate on May 
13 and 14, with performances 
taking place at 7.30pm. 

For more details or to book 
call 01843 292795. 



Music of Whitney Houston 


A SHOW celebrating the music of Whitney 
Houston will be performed at the Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford. 

Whitney Queen of the Night will be per¬ 
formed on May 5 at 7.30pm. 

For further information, visit www.or- 
chardtheatre.co.uk. 


One night of great rock 


ONE Night Of Rock will be 
performed at the Churchill 
Theatre, Bromley, on April 23. 

The show will be starting at 
7.30pm. 

To book visit www.churchill- 
theatre.co.uk. 



With a Little Bit of Luck 

SHOW With a Little Bit of Luck will be per¬ 
formed at the Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury, 
later this month. 

It will be on stage on April 27 and 28, with 
performances at 8pm. 

Tickets are £12.50. 

Visit www.marlowetheatre.com to book. 


Dartford artist set to 
unveil new exhibition 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


A N engineer who became 
a professional artist two 
years ago will be 
launching an exhibition 
in Greenhithe. 

Dan Lane, who was born in 
Dartford, will be bringing his 
Every Piece of Me exhibition to 
Castle Galleries in Blue water 
Shopping Centre on April 23. 

He will be appearing at the 
gallery to speak to guests between 
lpm and 4pm. 

Mr Lane worked as an engineer 
in Biggin Hill for 15 years, which 
has influenced his art. 

The assemblage artist uses 
pieces of machinery to create 
sculptures - building up his work 
using items such as industrial 
machine parts and home appli¬ 
ances. He has adopted the artist 
pseudonym Mechanica. 

Mr Lane, who attended 
Wentworth Primary School, was 
signed to fine art publisher 
Washington Green after applying 
to take part in their 2014 summer 
exhibition. 

His first solo show took place in 


London last year. He said: “Being 
signed to Washington Green has 
allowed me to be a full-time 
professional artist - this has in 
turn given me time to develop my 
art, techniques and style. 

“One of the biggest benefits has 
been the exposure across the UK, 
which I wouldn’t have been able to 
achieve on my own. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
having my work exhibited in my 
home town for all my friends and 
family to see. I only live about five 
minutes from the gallery and often 


pop in to say hello to the dedicated 
team that works there.” 

Gallery manager Peter Gilby 
added: “This home coming show 
will be very special - it’s where it 
all started for Dan. Since Dan went 
public with his artwork a few 
years ago, he has been met with 
an overwhelming response.” 

“His work unites elements of 
nature, religious iconography and 
the mechanics industry, creating 
an artistic fingerprint of his own.” 

The exhibition will be running 
until May 1. 



ART: Dan Lane’s Hummingbird 
Garden 



CREATIVE: Dan Lane makes a 
variety of sculptures 



FIAT 500 with Low-Cost Fiat i-Deal Finance + £500 CONTRIBUTION 


Representative Example 


FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge (series 4) with FIAT i-Deal Finance 

On the road price from 

£12800 

Opt Fin Payment (inc £10 fee) 

£4892 

Deposit contribution 

£500 

Tot amount payable by cust 

£13196 

Customer deposit 

£1500 

Rate of interest fixed 

3.71% 

Amount of credit 

£10800 

Representative APR 

3.7% 

36 monthly payments 

£189 

Annual mileage 6000. Excess miles charge 

6p per mile. Duration of contract 37 months. 


J G Burgess & Company 

Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB Tel 01795 423815 

Opening times:0800 - 1800 Mon-Fri, 8.30 - 1600 Sat. closed sun 81 public holidays 

Terms and conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer may be varied 
at any time. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the car and not pay the final payment subject to the vehicle being in 
good condition & not exceeding the agreed annual mileage. A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Offer subject to status. 
Fiat Financial Services,PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 ORW. Offers valid for registrations by 30/06/2016. 
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To advertise your event here 
call 01233 653461 


Wealden Hall 


London Road, Larkfield, 
Kent, ME20 6DE 


Telephone: 

01732 840259 


wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout April. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 
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Discoverina Felicity Cloake's 



e adventures 


The writer, well-known for her Guardian column, has now released her latest book The A-Z Of Eating 


TO be completely honest, I’ve 
always been quite a greedy 
person,” says Felicity Cloake 
simply. Starting out behind 
the scenes in publishing, be¬ 
fore realising she wanted to write 
herself, Ms Cloake is best known for 
her Guardian column, ‘How to make 
the perfect...’ 

Each week, she picks a dish, tries 
out different recipes for it, steals the 
best bits and then pronounces the de¬ 
finitive ‘perfect’ recipe at the end. 

Though she already has another 
three books under her belt, she says 
working on her latest, The A-Z Of Eat¬ 
ing, which draws on her own ideas 
and kitchen experiments, felt like she 
was “writing my own stuff for the 
first time”. 


Featuring 26 chapters divided into 
her favourite ingredients, the Lon- 
don-based foodie explains that she set 
out to “explore the possibilities of the 
ingredients beyond the obvious”, and 
“shake people out of their comfort 
zone”. As a result, recipes for home¬ 
made Angel Delight and mini-cheese 
and Marmite donuts rub shoulders 
with Guinness jelly and even a Japa¬ 
nese noodle version of carbonara. 

“I really love Angel Delight, I don’t 
eat it really any more but I’ve got this 
nostalgic fondness for it, and I 
thought it must be possible to recre¬ 
ate it without all of the weird preserv¬ 
atives and emulsifiers you find on the 
back of the packet,” says Ms Cloake, 
invented her own version of the clas¬ 
sic butterscotch flavour. 




FOOD: Felicity Cloake has released 
a new book 


Those mini-cheese and marmite 
bites were born from time spent won¬ 
dering why there are so few savoury 
doughnuts to be found. 

“I’m a bit of a purist when it comes 
to doughnuts, and I’m not a big fan of 
these really overstuffed, very sweet 
ones that are quite fashionable at the 
moment. I like them to be quite sa¬ 
voury and then you get that nice pop 
of jam. I started thinking about mol¬ 
ten cheese, then I couldn’t resist try¬ 
ing it out and was so happy when 
they worked.” 

Is there anything she’s featured in 
the past, that she did to death and 
now can’t eat? 

“Trifle I would never get sick of, but 
there are some things,” she said. 

“I did ‘perfect’ hummus and I 


haven’t been able to make it since,” 
she admits with a grimace. 

“I loved hummus before, but when 
you really over-eat something, you 
just can’t face it. There are some 
things - quite a lot actually - that I’m 
taking a break from.” 

When it comes to inspiration, Ms 
Cloake says that she always reaches 
for Diana Henry’s books, Giorgio Loc- 
atelli’s Made In Italy and “anything 
by Nigel Slater”. 

“He’s the man who got me into 
cooking in the first place,” she says, 
recalling the uninspiring recipe 
books her mum had in the eighties. 

“Suddenly, Nigel Slater came along, 
and he wrote so wonderfully and 
made it sound fun, and the photogra¬ 
phy was beautiful.” 


Musical festival in Kent 

A FESTIVAL showcasing electronic 
music will be taking place at the Kent 
County Showground. 

The Social Festival, which launched in 
2013, will run at the Maidstone location from 
September 9 to 10. 

The event is suitable for those over 18 and 
day and weekend tickets are available. 

For more details, visit www.ticketarena.co. 
uk/events/The-Social-Festival-2 016. 


All of The Beatles’ hits 

I THE hits of The Beatles will be 
performed in a musical stage show. 

The Magic of the Beatles will be at the 
Margate Winter Gardens on August 27. 

It features a number of authentic musical 
instruments as well as a variety of replica 
costumes. 

The show will be starting at 7.30pm. 

For more details or to book .visit www. 
margatewintergardens .co.uk. 


Acts added to line up 

THREE more acts have been added to 
this year’s Ramblin’ Man Fair - which 
will be taking place at Mote Park in Maid¬ 
stone from July 23 to 24. 

The Dead Daisies, Casualties of Cool and 
Bob Wayne are also set to perform at the 
festival. 

Weekend and day tickets are on sale now. 

To find out more, or to book tickets, visit 
www.ramblinmanfair.com. 


Jamie Raven on stage 

MAGICIAN Jamie Raven will be 
performing in Folkestone during his 
debut UK tour. 

Mr Raven shot to fame after appearing on 
ITV show Britain’s Got Talent. 

He said he is “absolutely thrilled” to be 
going on tour. 

He will be at the Leas Cliff Hall on July 1. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/folkestone to 
book tickets. 





ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07788878857 
email: sue.camichael @ btinternet.com 


To advertise your 
restaurant call 
01233 653461 



_ KITCHEN _ 

CANDY SHEPHERD^ 

designer ltd 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 


• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 



Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


B&K MASTERS & SON 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 



Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 


HOLIDAY HOME OWNERSHIP AT 



CALL OR TEXT PAUL 
ON: 07398 426 575 



Computer generated image of new lodge development. Homes shown with optional wrap around decking. 
If you’re considering a place by the 

sea, somewhere to enjoy for years _ AaJiaaiiailajiLM 

to come, look no further than Alberta 

Holiday Park. Superbly situated on J 

the North Kent coast the park is in . j 

a popular location, just a short stroll B5J 5 

from the beach at Seasalter, near K, _-“ • - |g^- 

Whitstable. 

Be one of the first to reserve and 

own a beautiful lodge on our extended iT*M : 

new and exclusive development of 2 | 

and 3 bedroom, fully furnished HjS JLLifM 

luxury 


*Cash Price £14,995, deposit £2,999, balance to finance £11,996, charge for credit £5,416.19, total amount payable £20,411.19.84 monthly payments of £207.29. APR 11.9%. Finance subject to 

status. Terms and conditions apply. 


All the comforts of home and so much more! 


Finance 

FREE 2016 Pitch Fees - on production of this advert 

• New and approved pre-owned models available • Priced ready to move in 

A\/ailahle* 

• Choice of location on park • Parking • Use of park facilities and entertainment included 

Ask about your 
free credit check 

• 2 and 3 bedroom models available • Fully furnished throughout 

• Models can include double glazing and central heating 

• Add a spacious exterior veranda to create even more space! 

To arrange a showhome viewing call 

on 01227 200 993 

www.ParkHolidays.com/alberta-ownership 

Alberta Holiday Park, Faversham Road, Seasalter, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 4BJ. | 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


We are delighted to announce the launch of the Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 2016 


Kent Life 

&Kent on Sunday 

FOOD&DRINKmA ;| )82016 


Headline 

Sponsor 



A L A R I S 


N ominations are now 

being invited for the 
2016 Kent Life and Kent 
onSunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Ashford 
International Hotel on October 17 
from 6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to the great and the good 
of the region’s food and drink indus¬ 
try, including local producers and 
suppliers, small farming businesses, 
chefs, restaurants, pubs, cafes and 
hoteliers. 

All will be people who care about 
the countryside and the future of our 
local environment. 

The companies included will all be 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve enjoyed 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
have been impressed by the produce 


and service at your neighbourhood 
farmers’ market or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
here and will be repeated. It is also 
available to complete online at 
kentfda.co.uk, where you can read 
more about the awards and see pic¬ 
tures of last year’s winners. 

Entries close on August 7. Our 
handpicked panel of high-profile 
judges who all live or work in Kent 
will then select a shortlist, starting 
the independent judging process 
where finalists will be visited or 
interviewed to determine a worthy 
winner in each category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 
prestigious awards ceremony, where 
they will enjoy a reception and 
three-course meal with wine before 
finding out if they are a winner. 

This is our fourth Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 


the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you make 
of them so if you are the owner of a 
restaurant, a chef or local producer 
then spread the word among your 
clients, customers and visitors. 

It takes no time at all to make your 
nomination. You can email, post or 
nominate online. 

We are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good com¬ 
ments rather than simply the 
number of nominations received, so 
everybody is in with a chance no 
matter how big or small their busi¬ 
ness. 

■ Don’t forget to let us know 
when you have made your rec¬ 
ommendation on our Twitter 
page @kentlife and 
@KOSMedia by using #kentfda 
- similarly, if you are looking 
for nominations, please use 
this hashtag 




Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Food & Drink 
Awards 2016 
Nomination Form 

Nominate your Kent food and drink 
favourites by using this form or email 
us at kentfda@archant.co.uk 

Please post your entry form to: 

Food & Drink Awards 2016. 

Archant Kent, 

Kent House, 81 Station Road, 

Ashford TN231PP 

Or you can email us at: 

kentfda @ archant.co.uk 

Copies of the form and posters to 
advertise your entry are available_at 

www.kent-life.co.uk and at 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 

The closing date for entries is 
Sunday, August 7, 2016 

Name. 

Address. 


Email. 


By entering your details you will be 
automatically added to the Archant database, 
Archant will contact you with relevant offers 
and you can unsubscribe from this at any time. 
If you would prefer not to be contacted, please 
state ‘no offers’ on this form. 


Newcomer of the Year 

Independent food or drink retailer 
of the Year 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinic 

Who?. 

Cafe of the Year 

Sponsored by Clive Emson Land & Property 

auctioneers 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where 9 




Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Food Producer of the Year 

Sponsored by Motorline Maserati 

Who?. 

Drinks Producer of the Year 

Who?. 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Farmers 1 Market of the Year 

Pub of the Year 

Restaurant of the Year 

Sponsored by Perry's Chartered Accountants 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

Who?. 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 




Chef of the Year 

Customer Service of the Year 

Kent Food & Drink Hero of the Year 

Sponsored by the Canterbury Auction Galleries 

Who?. 

Sponsored by Fenwick Canterbury 

Who?. 

Who?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Where?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 

Why?. 
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FOOD AND DRINK AWARDS 2016 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

| This popular 
category is 
open to anyone 
in the food and drink industry who has 
started a new venture within the last 
18 months. 

We want to know what impact they 
have made on the local community 
and if they have started to achieve 
any success further afield. 

Are they helping to promote Kent 
food and drink to a new audience or 
have they found a new way to pro¬ 
mote an old favourite? 


INDEPENDENT FOOD OR DRINK 
RETAILER OF THE YEAR 

I This celebrates that 
special food or drink 
shop that we all 
treasure. 

The retailer who includes wonder¬ 
ful local produce in their offering and 
knows where all their stock comes 
from to make that special link be¬ 
tween field and plate. 

Our winner will have a special 
'must-have' range as well as making a 
real contribution to their local com¬ 
munity. 

Paying a visit to their shop will be a 
treat in itself. 

CAFE OF THE YEAR 

This category has changed from the 
previous Tea Shop of the Year to in¬ 
clude places that also specialise in 
coffee! Tea and coffee shops are an 
integral part of the Kent food and 


drink scene. Who makes the best tea 
and coffees, serves the nicest cakes 
and biscuits and the freshest scones? 
Are the sandwiches freshly cut and 
liberally filled? 

Most importantly, are most of the 
ingredients locally sourced? We look 
forward to hearing your favourites. 


FOOD PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 


♦ 


M A S ft R A1 1 

\1ntnHinr 


This category cele¬ 
brates our local prod- 
cuers. 

We are looking for 
someone who consistently provides 
both top guality local produce and 
service to their customers. 

We are also keen to hear of any in¬ 
novations. 

If they're doing something new, 
we'd like to hear about it. 

So if your local baker, grocer or 
farmer delights then please let us 
know. 


DRINK PRODUCER OF THE YEAR 


This category celebrates our local 
drink producers. 

Whether it's gorgeous Kentish fizz 
or delicious juice, we want to find the 
producers who play such a vital role in 
the county's food and drink economy. 

We want to know who you think 
makes the best drink, alcoholic or not, 
in the county, and what it is that 
makes it so special. 

We are keen to hear of any innova¬ 
tions, so if they're doing something 
new, for example, introducing a fabu¬ 
lous new flavour, then we would like to 
all hear about it. 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

A good farm shop needs to have that 
extra-special something to tempt 
farmers away from their local super¬ 
markets. 

Are the staff friendly and knowl¬ 
edgeable, is the range of produce and 
the layout of an excellent standard, 
does your local farm shop offer a box 
scheme? 

Is most of the produce sold there 
grown or raised on that farm, or near¬ 
by and if not would the owner be able 
to tell you where it is from? 

Nominate your favourite farm shop 
now. 


FARMERS' MARKET OF THE YEAR 


IV 


^ I The k6y t0 3 g °° d 

- 1 farmers' market 

, Market is not only 

- the range of pro¬ 
duce and the guality 
of its stalls but also the principles 
that it supports - for example, does it 
work as a co-operative with other 
farmers? Is most of the produce sold 
there grown or raised locally? Are the 
stallholders welcoming and knowl¬ 
edgeable? ? Let us know so we can 
tell everyone the best place to go. 


PUB OF THE YEAR 

A, A good pub these 

,r I days has to offer 
more than a warm 
^ welcome and excel¬ 
lent ale. We're look¬ 
ing for an inn that also offers deli¬ 
cious locally-sourced food, fantastic 


customer service and real value for 
money. Pubs are genuinely the hub of 
their local community. 

If you know a great one, even if it 
isn't your local, let us all know. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

The Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday 
Restaurant of the 
Year needs to offer 
an incomparable 
dining experience, from the ambience 
to the service and most importantly 
the food. Is it locally sourced? Do 
they support local producers and are 
they recognised on the menu? Do 
they have local as well as internation¬ 
al wines and champagnes and can the 
staff tell you more if you ask? 


Kent is bless¬ 
ed with some 
outstanding 
chefs working in a fantastic array of 
restaurants. The Chef of the Year 
should be someone who has devoted 
him or herself to serving the best pos¬ 
sible food. They'll demonstrate tech¬ 
nical ability, use of seasonal ingredi¬ 
ents, presentation of the food and an 
understanding of how flavours work 
together. Above all, we are looking for 
passion - that magic ingredient that 
defines true greatness in the kitchen. 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 




CUSTOMER SERVICE OF THE YEAR 


jetvM-ickl 


Most of our awards 
recognise customer 


service in some form. This category 
celebrates this vital element for its 
own sake. 

Do you know a person, organisation 
or establishment that offers fabulous 
service that goes above and beyond 
what you expect? 

We all know excellent service when 
we have received it, now is your 
chance to get it recognised. If you 
know a person, company, producer, 
pub, shop or restaurant that is a 
delight to deal with, then let us know. 

KENT FOOD AND DRINK HERO OF 
THE YEAR 

Kent has a food and drink scene that 
is among the most vibrant in the UK - 
as you would expect from the Garden 
of England. 

As well as being blessed with some 
of the final local produce around, the 
county also has a variety of fantastic 
eateries located in local towns and 
villages. 

This category will be celebrating 
the individual who has made a posi¬ 
tive impact on the county's food or 
drink community. 

Do you know someone who goes 
the extra mile in order to help pro¬ 
mote Kent to a wider audience? 

Someone who has show that they 
are passionate about local produce 
throughout? 

Now is the chance for you to nomi¬ 
nate your very own Kent Food and 
Drink hero and give them the recogni¬ 
tion that they deserve. 

Get in contact with us and let us 
know who you think would be a worthy 
winner. 



& 


r.y 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 8 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 

LinesareopefiSam'^Opmliton Fri 8am 4pm Sat 8T calls to 0844 cost no more ton 5p/mm calls 
i • l " usually post mo®. ffi.Cs: Savings are based price and Difect Debit Is a 1 UK 

only offer *After your first term print subscription rates continue ata SAfjfeof 35% every 6 months 
by Direct Debit Digital subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual Direct Debit Please call +44 (0)1858 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Offer ends 31/12/16 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


FANTASTIC SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


> 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 
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WAGGON 

wuTHALE 


179 Capstone Road, Chatham, 
Kent, ME5 7PP 

01634 400800 
waggonathale2011 @ hotmail.co.uk 


f' r u 


Real Ale Festivals 

Join us for a great range of Kent real ales & ciders 
at £3 a pint plus live music & BBQ 

Friday 27th - Monday 30th May 
Friday 23rd - Sunday 25th September 

Live Music throughout our Real Ale Festival 




A warm welcome 
awaits you at the 
beautifully 
refurbished 
Tyler’s Kiln. 

Traditional home-cooked 
food, a wide range of wines, 
beers, spirits & hot drinks. 

No. 1 Canterbury pub 
on TripAdvisor 

(g© 

_ Iftoadviw _ 



Hackington Road, Tyler Hill, Canterbury CT2 9NE I TalkToUs@thetylerskiln.co.uk 

Tel 01227 471912 I www.thetylerskiln.co.uk 


Three Horseshoes 

■-o O o- : 

CHEF RECOMMENDS; 

STARTER; Seafood Medley | MAIN COURSE; Lamb Tagine 

DESSERT; Rolo Brownie with Ice-cream 

Fish & Chip Night 

Every Tuesday 

6.00pm until 9.00pm 

Fresh Cod in a Beer 

Batter served with 

HAND-CUT CHUNKY 

CHIPS, MINT MUSHY PEAS 

and a Tartar Sauce. 

£5.00 

Staple Street, Hernhilj 

Sunday Roast 
Dinner 

12.00pm until 
3.00pm 

£9.95 

l, Faversham, ME13 9UA | 

Steak Month 

Once every month 

Only £35 per couple 

8oz Fillet Steak cooked on 

HOT LAVA ROCKS AT YOUR TABLE; 
SERVED WITH CHERRY TOMATOES 

ON THE VINE, CARAMELISED 

RED ONIONS AND CHESTNUT 

MUSHROOMS, HAND CUT 

CHUNKY CHIPS AND A CARAFE 

OF WINE. 

Please call 01227 750842 

FOR AVAILABILITY 

Phone: 01227 750 842 


Addington Green, West Mailing, Kent 

Tel: 01732 842117 

angeladdington@aol.co.uk 


routs Hot to tike... 

...about the rustic coziness of The Angel 
Inn? Dating back to I 378, it has retained its 
charm, boasting low beamed ceilings and a 
open fire place. The converted stables 
house our unique restaurant area, that can 
comfortably seat groups of up to ten people 
We also have two en-suite guest rooms. 

The Angel is a great pub for all seasons, 
with the garden and terrace dining area. 
The friendly atmosphere and ancient 
countryside setting is a pleasant 
accompaniment to a wholesome meal 
on a chilly night or summers day. 



Ingredients are locally sourced to make the 
dishes found on our varied main menu and 
daily specials board. Our home made pies 
are to die for and for those with a sweet 
tooth, the specialty sticky toffee pudding is 
a must Prices range from 3.95 for snacks to 
14.95 for the priciest main course. 

Food Served : Mon-Thur: noon till 2.30pm, 
6.00pm till 9.30. Fri-Sun: noon till 9.30. 

Bar: Open all day from I 1.30am till late. 





Tel 01227 700402 

Street End, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 7AL 

www.thegranvillecanterbury.co.uk 

Find us on n Facebookand Tripadvisor 



t K i: u i: \ s v i i, i i: 

Pul) Dining 



One60 is the new International al la carte restaurant in Tonbridge, 100 
meters north of the Tonbridge castle, owned by brothers Roland and Roy. 
The menu created by Roy, the head chef, has been influenced by his time 
spent in New Zealand, Goa, Coastal Africa and London. 

Wine and dine at One60 and enjoy the ambience and sumptuous food 

Opening times: Tuesdays - Saturdays 

Lunch: 12:00-14:00 
Dinner: 18:00-22:00 
Sunday: 12:00-14:00 

Drinks available from 17:00 - an exclusive range of high quality wines 
available at reasonable prices 

For our menu, check out our website: www.one60.uk 
Bookings: Call 01732 369 244 or email enquiries@one60.uk 
160 High Street, Tonbridge TN9 IBB 
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Eating ®ut Guide 


City's destination pub wows with its quality 


L OCATED in the medieval 
hamlet of Tyler Hill, sur¬ 
rounded by ancient wood¬ 
land and only 5 minutes from 
Canterbury City and 15 min¬ 
utes from Whitstable, The Tyler’s Kiln is 
a destination pub not to be missed. 

Since opening in January 2015 
following a multi-million pound two 
year-renovation project, this truly 
unique venue has wowed more than 
35,000 visitors in its first year and 
quickly rose to become the top pub in 
Canterbury and surrounding areas 
on TripAdvisor, where it has 
remained at the top ever since. 

The restaurant has seating both 
upstairs and downstairs, and serves 
mouth-watering lunch and evening 
menus that change with the seasons. 

The Tyler’s Kiln has gained a 
reputation for serving high quality 
home-cooked British cuisine using 
locally sourced produce. 

Both lamb and beef raised in Tyler 


Hill feature on the menu from time to 
time and the Traditional Sunday Roast 
is extremely popular offering a choice 
of four meats and vegetarian options. 

A children’s menu is available at 
all times as well as half sandwiches 
for those with smaller appetites. 

Regular events include Steak & 
Wine Night every Tuesday (£19.95), 
Pie & Pint Night every Wednesday 
(£13.25), The Ceramic Sessions Live 
Music on the first Sunday of every 
month (free entry, 5.30pm), Quiz 
Night on the last Monday of each 
month and the new Bingo Lounge 
every second Monday. 

There is a car park at the front and 
rear, as well as on-street parking. A 
half-price 2-way taxi service is also 
available for those spending £40.00 
or more on food or drink and living 
within the local area 

To book a table, call 01227 471912 
or visit their website www.thetyler- 
skiln.co.uk for more info. 



Traditional pub 
with great food 

THE Waggon at Hale is an independ¬ 
ent family run traditional country 
pub situated on Capstone Road, 
Chatham. 

Emma and her team are here to 
offer you a warm and friendly 
welcome whether you are looking 
for somewhere to have a good old 
pint of real ale, a glass of wine or 
looking to dine on our freshly 
prepared food served all day 
everyday. 

We also have a large beer garden 
where your children can play in 
safety in the children’s play area or 
enjoy our small animal farm which 
includes pigs, a goat, chickens, 
rabbits and guinea pigs as well as 
Onions the pub dog. 

On Friday the 22nd we have live 
music with Ben Mills, an interna¬ 
tional performing and recording 
artist from 9pm. 

On the 23rd we have an English 
Gourmet Meal, you must book in 
advance to avoid disappointment, 
see our website www.waggonathale. 
com/events for the full menu. 



WELCOME: Waggon at Hale 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



PLENTY TO DO: There’s always plenty going on at The George at Yalding 


ere's so much going 
amilv-friendlv inn at Ya 


on at 
Iding 



The Tyler's Kiln 


27 Hackington Road, Tyler Hill, 
Canterbury, CT2 9NE 

Telephone: 01227 471912 

Website: www.tylerskiln.co.uk 

Starter: Pheasant and Duck Terrine, 
with toasted sour dough and 
celeriac Remoulade 

Main: 12-hour slow roasted Rolled 
Shoulder of Lamb, served with 
dauphinoise potatoes, creamed leeks, 
parsnip crisps and red currant jus 

Dessert: Chocolate Marquise, 
toffee sauce, toasted almonds and 
vanilla icecream 


The Three Horseshoes 

Staple Street, Hernhill, 
Faversham, ME13 9UA 

Telephone: 01227 750 842 
Starter: Seafood Medley 
Main: LambTagine 

Dessert: Rolo Brownie 
with Ice-cream 


0ne60 

160 High Street, Tonbridge, 
TN91BB 


A FAMILY-friendly pub, The George 
at Yalding boasts a number of 
outside attractions including a great 
garden for many uses, including 
fishing facilities and live music. 

Foodwise, there’s delicious 
homemade pizzas and a great menu 
served all day - and don’t forget our 
Sunday roasts. 

There’s also Sky and BT sports. 

There is so much going on at The 


George, like our St George’s Day Pie, 
Mash and Liquor, or Fish and Chips 
all day for only £6, and we will be 
celebrating the queen’s official 
birthday. 

And that’s not all, it is our first 
birthday beer festival on June 18th & 
19th - so come along and try some 
thirst-quenching ales. 

There is also a Special OAP set 
menu running every Monday to 
North & West 


Wednesday between noon and 5pm. 

If you’d like to know more about 
what’s going on at The George at 
Yalding, why not visit us on Face- 
book and TripAdvisor. 

And don’t forget our website at 
www.thegeorgeyalding.co.uk. 

Or just pop in - find us at 4 
Benover Road, Yalding, Maidstone, 
Kent. To book a table or find out 
more, call us on 01622814376 


Telephone: 01732 369244 
Starter: Chicken Bombs 
Main: Spicy Goan Prawns 

Dessert: White Chocolate 
Cheesecake 

\_ r 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Spend the EU 
cash right here 


IT’S frightening Keith Taylor 
thinks we need to pay the EU £50 
million a day to run our country, 
when we pay hundreds of MPs in 
Westminster £74,000 per annum, 
plus expenses, to do exactly that! 
[KoS Letters, last week]. 

No surprise we’re £1.5 trillion in 
debt, have ‘cuts’ to basic services 
and can’t provide adequate cancer 
care and care for the elderly, when 
we’re paying so much for our 
administration, plus other EU 
costs, such as the £1.7bn sur¬ 
charge and the £34bn towards the 
EU’s £259bn ‘black hole’. 

EU environmental legislation 
stops us dredging our rivers and 
helps towards flooding; EU human 
rights mean we paid £2m to house 
and give legal aid to Abu Hamza. 

We can work together as 
neighbours, but it doesn’t mean we 
have to pay money we can ill afford 
to be run by and give control to, 
this corrupt, undemocratic and 
wasteful monolith. 

Phil Granger, 

West Mailing 

Bias campaign 
but we must go 

THE European project has proved to be 
an abject failure in terms of its 
economic performance, the single 
currency, its overburdening bureauc¬ 
racy and, disgracefully, its ongoing 
incapability to balance its books. 

We do not have to be in the EU to 
cooperate and trade with our 
neighbours and it is NATO, not the 
EU that has maintained the peace 
on the basis of overwhelming force. 

Leaving aside the net cost of 
membership, the recent migration 
disaster, European supremacy over 
our judicial system and our inability to 
vote out the European Commission, 
the case for Brexit is overwhelming. As 
the referendum draws closer in a 
blatantly Remain-skewed campaign, 
those individuals, companies, 
organisations and quangos with a 
financial interest in remaining within 
the EU should declare it. 

Their arguments may then be 
tempered with considerations of 
self interest in order that voters can 
make a proper judgment and at 
least maintain the semblance of a 
level playing field. 

Genuine reform of the EU is a 
pipe dream. If we stay, nothing will 
change. So let us cast off the 
shackles of this discredited and 
profligate outfit. Vote to take 
control of our own political and 
financial affairs, our justice system 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Census figures are 
not reliable enough 


PROFESSOR Cochrane’s views on 
immigration in a recent article in 
your paper are problematic. 

Firstly, he says the number of 
EU migrants is much smaller than 
what British people think. 

He bases his opinion on the 
2011 census. 

The census is carried out by the 
Office of National Statistics (ONS) 
and it is a self-report census. 

I know of many cases where 
people, particularly immigrants, 
have not submitted data, for any 
number of reasons - space in a 
newspaper constrains me as to 
what they are, but the reasons 
why they did not are robust. 

Thus the data from the ONS is 
probably unreliable. 

Secondly, he asserts that a 
number of academic articles have 
affirmed that immigration has 
been beneficial. 

Well, every academic article on 
UK immigration I have read has 
based its argument on data from 
the Labour Force Survey (LFS). 

and our borders. Have confidence 
in our role as a big player in the 
world and our ability to trade 
within and outside the EU. 

Malcolm Brockman, 

Loose 

So long Fergus' 
PCC dream 


IT IS richly ironic that Fergus 
Wilson failed to submit his election 
paperwork on time, when 
presumably he had to fill in 
thousands of detailed forms over 


The problem with the LFS is 
that it generates unreliable data, 
again for a number of reasons, 
and space again constricts me as 
to why its data is unreliable. 

I am, however, willing to clearly 
state to anyone why the ONS and 
the LFS data are unreliable. 

So, it is perhaps true that Prof 
Cochrane is the one who is 
arguing with his emotions 
(‘gut-feeling’ as he puts it in his 
article), rather than using hard 
evidence, as the evidence he 
quotes is based on unreliable data. 

One hopes that your newspaper 
gives a chance to those that want 
to leave the EU to state their 
views, in the interests of 
objectivity, of course. 

Ralph Baker 
Margate 

Editor’s note: The letters page 
has proved a lively forum for 
debate on the EU referendum 
issue and has done so for many, 
many months. We welcome 
views on all sides of the debate. 

many years to become a serial 
buy-to-let landlord across the 
county [KoS, last week]. 

Your interview with Wilson 
reveals not a single suitable 
qualification for his self-publicised 
bid to stand for the police and 
crime commissioner post, beyond 
personal wealth and a somewhat 
second-rate celebrity status. 

I therefore welcome his non- 
appearance on our PCC ballot 
papers and conclude that Kent will 
be much the better off without him 
lording it over our police services. 

Dr Alan Bullion, 
Tunbridge Wells 


Well keep the 
flag flying 

IN response to Jamie Lowis 
[‘Abuse of our flag for US inter¬ 
ests’, KoS letters last week], he will 
be pleased to know that the Save 
Manston Airport group also have 
US flags, if he’d prefer us to display 
those? 

Similarly, he probably is the only 
person who finds it ironic, consider¬ 
ing that the “small number of local 
residents” totals more than 10,000 
people, who would rather see their 
international airport operating 
again, than see it covered with 
thousands of houses. 

He will note that when the 
ownership of the airport was 
transferred to a British citizen 
(Ann Gloag) it was closed six 
months later, so our support of an 
American company with the 
backing of aviation experts is 
well-justified! 

He would also be interested to 
know that the local politicians are 
in full support of reopening 
Manston Airport. 

Ralph Allison, 

Rainham 

It was a Brit who 
sold airport out 

I SAW with interest the comment 
from Mr Lowis sent in regarding 
the use of the St George’s cross 
flags from the numerous support¬ 
ers in favour of the return to use of 
Kent International Airport at 
Manston. 

Instead of voicing his “discom¬ 
fort” at politicians or local papers, 
should he not be airing his 
“discomfort” at the person who is 
ultimately the root cause of the 
flags and the many outraged 
residents in Thanet? 

Let us not forget that Ann 
Gloag bought the airport for £1, 
with a promise to run it for at 
least two years before making a 
decision on what to do with the 
airfield. 

She then promptly closed it after 
a few weeks, stripped it of the 
airport related assets, then sold the 
land (conveniently funding it 
herself) to developers. 

So, let us remember who is 
ultimately responsible here for the 
flags, the protests, the campaigns, 
the broken promises, the job losses, 
the damage to the local economy 
and a vital part of the UK infra¬ 
structure standing empty with 
developers eyeing up the land like 
vultures; Ann Gloag. 

Spencer James, 
via email 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Rainbow in 
Gravesend 

by Peter Read 

WIN GREAT TICKETS 
EVERY MONTH! 

IN February, March, April, May 
and June, if your picture appears 
on this page, you’ll be included in 
a monthly draw to win a pair of 
tickets to the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert - one of the 
highlights of the year and which 
takes place on July 9. 

So send us your photographs 
today to be in with a chance! 

LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2016 

www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 

To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



ES@ First Aid Training at the ESO 

European School A full range of first aid courses including: First Aid at Work, Emergency First Aid 

of Osteopathy at Work, Paediatric First Aid and more - visit our website for full course details 


hy choose ESO Training Services? 


Affordable, accredited courses 
• Experienced, registered trainers 
» A stunning location nr Maidstone 

• Easy access to the M20 / M2 

• Ample free on-site parking 

• Discounts for group bookings* 

• Bespoke training courses 

• We’ll even come to you! 

15% off when you book 8 or more places 


To find out more visit WWW.esotraining.CO.uk or call 01622 671558 

ESO Training Services, European School of Osteopathy, The Street, Boxley House, Boxley, Kent ME14 3DZ 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




D, 


euaeot roars 


add tu0 


BAND UPDATE: French marque’s brilliantly simple personal contract 
purchase scheme is clear reason why sales are soaring and the lion roaring... 


P EUGEOT’S lion emblem might not be 
king of the jungle in UK sales 
volumes, but it is a top 10 brand, now 
with formidable models that could see 
it clawing even higher. 

A significant other ‘claw’ is Just Add Fuel 
(JAF), an attractive PCP (personal contract 
purchase) package that does just what is says on 
the tin. Each monthly payment covers all major 
motoring costs: comprehensive insurance, road 
tax, servicing, roadside assistance and warranty, 
all in a three-year finance package. 

All the driver then does is...just add fuel. 

When he or she is already half sold on models 
like the refined and elegant looking 308 series, 
including the capacious yet classy SW (estate) 
sporty GT Line range, or GTi performance 
flagship, then JAF is a deal clincher. 

But like the best line-ups, Peugeot now has a 
balance calculated to interest most car buyers, 
starting with its 108 city car. 

It’s still a spin-off from a joint project with 
Citroen and Toyota, but the 108 is the poshest of 
the three clones, looking particularly smart 
when fitted with a contrasting colour roll-top 
electric roof. 

Trading up in size to the 208 supermini is also 
tempting; the line-up includes luxury and sporty 
options - again crowned by a GTi version - but 


there is currently an XS special edition (from 
£13,495) offering more kit and personalisation 
packs. 

And while the French marque might not 
make its big ‘familiale’ estates any more, it’s 
still offers versatility via two crossovers - the 
Nissan Qashqai-rivalling 3008 and compact 


2008 - plus the 5-7-seat 5008 MPV. 

Even better, both crossovers are available 
with Grip Control, a clever traction control on 
the front driving wheels, enabling the car to 
mimic all-wheel drive security. 

After Peugeot asked me to drive a 2008 up an 
indoor ski slope, I can tell you it works. 
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Jazzing' up that old supermini theme... 


As the name always implied, the Honda Jazz is more than just another 
supermini - the latest has even more verve writes Steve Loader... 


A S variations on a 

supermini theme go, 
Honda pretty well went 
solo with the Jazz. 

The Japanese marque 
settled on a supermini with MPV 
looks and space within a compact 
on-road footprint and, while 
imitators have often come and gone 
- such as the previous generation 
Skoda Fabia - the Jazz plays on, 
supported by happy serial buyers 
who probably also like the harmo¬ 
nies from Honda’s perennial 
customer satisfaction theme. 

The first Jazz arrived here in 2002 
and the 2008-vintage Mk2 and Mk3 
launched last year (from £13,495) 
simply pushed the Tardis-like cabin 
space and flexibility continuum even 
further. 

Honda has actually tried to, er, jazz 
up the one-box styling this time 
around with some radical sculpting 
of the flanks, said to be a bid for 
younger buyers’ attention, but I 
prefer the cleaner and more func¬ 
tional looks of its predecessor. 

Length is up by 95mm, but Honda 
says the latest Jazz is proportionally 
even bigger inside than before, with 
class-leading boot space now claimed 
-354 litres and a ‘seats down’ load 
space of 897 litres. 



That’s in addition to Honda’s 
unique ‘Magic Seat’ system: the rear 
seat bases hinge upwards, allowing 
further loading permutations or 
extra underseat stowage when 
down. 

Prices are not cheap - Honda 
positions itself as a mainstream/ 
premium brand - but interior quality 


and refinement is top notch and kit 
generous: all models have air con, 
cruise control with speed limiter, 
auto lights and Honda’s ‘City-Brake 
Active’ to help avoid low-speed 
accidents. 

The best deal is SE spec (£14,595) 
adding front and rear parking sensors, 
electrically adjustable and heated door 


mirrors and 15-inch alloys. 

However, Honda is surprisingly off 
the pace with its infotainment 
touchscreen, for looks, fingertip 
operation and basic functionality - 
the sat nav is below the quality of 
aftermarket kit like TomTom. 

There’s no choice on engine either: 
Honda has never fitted a diesel in its 


Honda Jazz 1.3 i-VTEC 
SE Navi manual 


Price: 

from £15,205 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Skoda Fabia 


smallest car and the all-new 102PS 
(lOObhp) 1.3 litre i-VTEC petrol unit 
is a deliberate ‘one size fits all’ 
development, claimed to offer the 
sprightly driving of the previous 1.4 
litre, plus the old 1.2’s better fuel 
economy. 

Not that the Jazz is expected to 
attract keen drivers: the versatility of 
the high body always worked against 
the car’s handling and the chassis is 
tuned to offer the best possible ride 
on a relatively small wheelbase 
anyway, so there’s still a little 
heeling on bends with this Mk3, but 
the Jazz claims 40 per cent of Honda 
UK sales so there’s no point in 
lambasting the brand for this 
particular deficiency. 

If you must have go-kart handling, 
there are many other candidates, 
just don’t expect them to swallow the 
family and all their gear for a 
weekend’s camping. 



FUEL COnSUMPTIOn in MPG (L/100KM) FOR no RAnGE: URBAn 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), EXTRA URBAn 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 (3.7), COMBinED 45.6 (62) - 65.7 (4.3), C02 EMISSIOnS 142 - 98 G/KM. THESE OFFICIAL EU TEST 
FIGURES ARE TO BE USED AS A GUIDE FOR COMPARATIVE PURPOSES AnD MAY nOT REFLECT ALL DRIVinG RESULTS. *2 YEARS FREE SERVICinG OnLY TO BE VALID AT TUnBRIDGE WELLS OR MEDWAY HYUnDAI. 


Hyundai 120 SE 1,2i Duration of agreement 37 months Monthly payments of £150.43 On the road cash price’ £10995.00 Customer deposit £2498.75 Finance deposit contribution £250.00 Total deposit £2748.75 Total amount of credit £8246.25 Interest Charges £1286.73 Optional final payment £4117.50 Total amount payable £12281.73 Rate of interest % (fixed) 3.55% 
p.a. Excess mileage charge per mile 14.9p per mile Estimated annual mileage 10,000 6.9% APR. Hyundai il 0 SE Terms of agreement 37 months 36 monthly payments £112.52 On the road cash price* £7995.00 Customer deposit £1998.75 Total amount of credit £5996.25 Interest charges £923.22 Total amount payable £8918.22 Optional Final Payment £2868.75 Duration 
of agreement 37 months Fixed rate of interest per year 3.55% Mileage per annum 10,000 Representative 6.9% APR. Hyundai i301,4i S Terms of agreement 37 months Monthly payments of £190.03 On the road cash price* £12995.00 Customer deposit £2748.75 Manufacturers Finance deposit contribution £500.00 Total deposit £3248.75 Total amount of credit £9746.25 
Interest charges £1472.33 Optional final payment £4377.50 Total amount payable £14467.33 Interest Rate % (fixed) 3.55% p.a. Excess mileage charge per mile 14.9p Estimated annual mileage 10000 Representative APR (%) 6.9% APR Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile Representative 6.9% APR 


APR 

representative 


HYurmni 


s Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells Tn2 3UY 

01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham Kent ME8 8PT 

01634 408408 


For more details visit 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


an order for a new car between 23rd to the 30th April and get 2 Years Free Servicing! 

f-r- i -> np\/v i30 S 1.4 


SE 1.0 
m £8,995 
uding £500 
lards your finance 


i20 SE 1.2 

from £11,545 

including £500 
towards your finance 


flew i30 S1.4 
from £12,995 

including £1,000 
towards uour finance 
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jobs24.co.uk 

/ IN-PAPER * ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 
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Bradstow School 

aia.A [tAmiiAQ koQtkktr A culkurt o{ QtiA.kltiA.tss 


Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children between the ages 
of 5 & 19. It is situated in 13 acres of parkland just a few hundred metres from the 
sandy beaches of Broadstairs. We seek to meet the needs of children and young 
people with autism and severe learning difficulties with associated behaviours that 
may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for our developments in 
Communication and Behaviour Management. 

HOME MANAGER - Residential Care 

To organise and manage a group of staff working in a residential home. To arrange and manage the care of the 
children and young adults in that home on shift. To manage the administration of the home. To take a lead role 
in the home. 

£27,924 - £30,178 pa - 41 hours per week, (including weekends) - Term time only, plus 2 weeks * 

DEPUTY HOME MANAGER 

To assist the Home Manager in organising and managing a group of staff working in a residential home. 

To arrange and manage the care of the children and young adults in that home on shift. To manage the 
administration of the home. To take a lead role in the absence of the Home Manager 

£23,698 - £26,293 pa - 41 hours per week, (including weekends) - Term time only, plus 2 weeks * 

HOUSEPARENT - EXTENDED PROVISION 

Working as part of the childcare team, this role involves providing care and support to students mornings, 
evenings and weekends being a student's Keyworker and some management responsibility. 

£22,442 - £25,416 pa - 41 hours per week. All year round 

HOUSEPARENT 

Working as part of the childcare team, this role involves providing care and support to students mornings, 
evenings and weekends being a student's Keyworker and some management responsibility. 

£20,253 - £22,937 pa - 41 hours per week (including split shifts and weekends) - Term time only, plus 2 
weeks* 

CHILDCARE SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 

As part of the childcare teams, these roles involve providing care and support to the children and young people 
mornings, evenings and weekends. No experience required, full training will be given. 

£11,752 - £12,085 plus 10% pa - 36.5 hours per week, (including weekends - more hours available) - Term 
time only, plus 2 weeks* or 15 hours per week part-time pro-rata. 

FEMALE WAKING NIGHT ATTENDANT - EXTENDED 
PROVISION 

To be responsible for the supervision and care of the children and young people at night. 

£23,459 - £26,144 (inc night allowance) - 36% hours per week, (nights inc weekends) All Year Round 
Due to the nature of the personal care being provided, Section 7 (2) (a) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 
applies 

FEMALE WAKING NIGHT ATTENDANT 

To be responsible for the supervision and care of the children and young people at night. 

£20,712 - £23,082 pa (including night allowance) - 36% hours per week, (nights including weekends) Term 
Time Only, plus 2 weeks * 

Due to the nature of the personal care being provided, Section 7 (2) (a) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 
applies. 

WEEKEND TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS - CHILDCARE 

As part of the childcare team, these roles involve providing care and support to students in Childcare Teams 
during weekends. These roles are aimed at candidates with some experience of Care work. 

£14,338 per annum - pro-rata 15 hours per week, (weekends) Term time only, plus 2 weeks * 

Also available 

FLEXIBANK TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS 

We have some additional opportunities to provide additional cover within either the classrooms or residences 
on an ad-hoc hourly paid basis, up to 41 hours per week including split shifts and weekends. 

Please contact us for further details. 

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 

(TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS - EDUCATION) 

The successful applicants will be responsible for assisting teachers in the school, for which previous experience 
is required: 

£13,047 - £13,838 pa - 37V2 hours per week, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri - Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

(INDIVIDUAL LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS) 

The successful applicants will be responsible for assisting teachers in the school, no previous experience is 
required, full training will be provided: 

£12,075 - £12,420 pa - 37V2 hours per week, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri - Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

*For these roles there will also be up to a maximum of two weeks for the school's respite 
care provision if required, for which extra payment would be paid. 

For all posts we look for candidates who are mature, warm, creative and open to learning 
with a patient and caring attitude to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore 
encourage applications by email, so for an application form and information pack please 
email personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 

Or you may call 01843 608727 (24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CV's will not be considered. 

The closing date for all applications is midnight Thursday 22nd April 2016. 


Abbev Court School 

“We grow people” 



The Governors at Abbey Court School are seeking to appoint a 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 

LI 7 - L21 (£57,237 to £63,147) 

We are looking for a dynamic and forward thinking individual, who has the passion, 
commitment and drive to maintain the school’s outstanding status. The ideal candidate 
will be an effective decision maker who can enthuse parents and staff, as well as having 
an ability to engage the wider community. Flexibility, the ability to adapt to daily events 
and effective prioritisation are essential requisites. The successful candidate will work in 
partnership with the Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher, and will have responsibility for 
the day to day running of one site, ensuring continuous improvement in all areas. 

In return, the school can offer: happy children who respond well to challenge, an exciting, 
enquiry based approach to teaching and learning, a commitment to continuous professional 
development, which promotes and encourages further Leadership development and 
freedom to develop the role further. 

Abbey Court School delivers a full curriculum to pupils with Severe, and Profound and 
Multiple Learning Difficulties between the ages of 3 to 19. The school is split and based at 
two sites 12 miles apart: (Nursery/Primary in Rainham and Secondary/F.E. in Strood), and is 
located in pleasant surroundings with educational resources of enviable proportions. 

Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school are warmly welcomed. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity 
and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will 
need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of 
appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 29th April 2016 Interviews: 9th & 10th May 2016 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236) 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Staff Nurses - Ward - Ashford & Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 11704/2016 

Salary: £23,000 - £27,000 

Dependent on qualifications and experience 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Liz 
Justice, Ward Manager on 01843 234552. 

Interviews to be held on 18/04/2016 & 19/04/2016. 

For a job description and application form please visit 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Mathew Thomas, HR Assistant Apprentice 

Telephone: 01304 222690 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Previous applicants for this specific role need not apply. 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 
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Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales Executive based in Ashford to support 
and increase business in our publications in print and online as we continue to grow. We are 
looking for an ambitious person to join our successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate 
individual who is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to communicate 
well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, we'll show you 
how to develop first class solutions for our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and 
present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 
In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of 5k. The exceptional 
benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
(after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and want to be 
part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 






To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 

or email: 

employment@archant.co.uk 


ARCHANT > 
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Are you looking for 
your next teaching 
opportunity? 


STAFF 

RECRUITMENT 

FAIR 

TUESDAY 26 APRIL 


We are now recruiting for teachers and 
lecturers in a range of subjects including 
English, Maths and vocational specialisms 
at Bromley College, Greenwich Community 
College and academies within the Bromley 
Educational Trust 


To book your place, visit: 


CANTERBURY: 28-29 MAY (also 17-18 SEPT) 
ROCHESTER: 11-12 JUNE (also 1-2 OCT) 
FOLKESTONE: 25-26 JUNE 


Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 

PHLEBOTOMIST 



TWO DAY 
COURSE 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
AWARD 

ACCREDITED QUALIFICATION 

ALLIED HEALTHCARE 
CAREER PATH 

LIMITED PLACES 

For more info or to book online: 


WWW. geopace.com 


Tel: 

01525 713377 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics 
Private Sector - Community - MOD - Overseas 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED Trainin* 


Swale 

ACADEMIES 

_____ 


Incorporating Westlands School, The Sittingbourne Community College, Meopham 
School, Westlands Primary School, Regis Manor Primary School, South Borough 
Primary School, Beaver Green Primary School and Istead Rise Primary School. 
Westlands School and The Sittingbourne Community College require 

EXAM SUPPORT 

INVIGILATORS/READERS AND SCRIBES 
£8.92 per hour 

Casual staff are required to increase our existing pool of Exam Invigilators who uphold 
the integrity of external and internal examinations and enforce JCQ regulations. 
Applicants should be prepared to work at both The Sittingbourne Community College 
and Westlands School as required. 

Successful candidates may be required to read and scribe for pupils, therefore 
applicants should have a good level of literacy, with at least a C grade at GCSE English 
and Maths or equivalent. 

Experience of working in a busy environment would be beneficial. 

Applicants should ensure they refer to the person specification, within the recruitment 
pack, before applying. Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or 
online (www.westlands.org.uk). Please note, we cannot accept CVs without an 
application form. Closing date: 27 April 2016 (noon) 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 

Westlands School, Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 
Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 



f*. ’ i* .f- *i •». 

.4il A— -w H' 

Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 


Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning 
environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

TEACHER for pupils with severe 
and profound learning difficulties 

to commence September 2016 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,613 (TLR with previous experience) 

Abbey Court School is currently located in pleasant surroundings on 2 sites; 
Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and Strood (Secondary & Further Education), 
and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. The school 
has educational resources of enviable proportions and has been judged 
‘outstanding’ in the last 2 Ofsted inspections. This post would suit newly 
qualified teachers, or those wishing to gain further experience of SEN. 
Comprehensive induction and training will be provided. Telephone enquiries 
and informal visits to the school welcomed. 


Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 29th April 2016 Interviews: 6th May 2016 

For further details and a job description, please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 
338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 



Due to the success of our showroom, 
we are looking for a new full time 

Sales Person 

at our Whitstable branch 

Previous experience in 
bathroom sales advantageous 

Please send CV with covering 
letters to Mr. S. Baker via 

sim@allbits.co.uk 

Closing date for applications is the 

16th May 2016 





SET UP A JOB 
ALERT TODAY 



LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Application for New Premises Licence 

We Mid Kent College of Further Education hereby 
give notice that we have made an application to 
the Maidstone Borough Council c/o The Licensing 
Partnership Sevenoaks, The Council Offices,Argyle 
Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1HG for the grant of 
a new premises licence to permit: 

1. The sale of alcohol, 

2. Provision of Regulated Entertainment and 

3. Provision of Late Night Refreshment 

In respect of The University Centre of Maidstone, 
Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone, ME 16 
8AQ 

The application can be viewed at the offices of the 
Licensing Authority, Maidstone Borough Council, 
Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent 
ME15 6JQ between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m - 
Monday to Friday (except public holidays) or www. 
sevenoaks.gov.uk 

Any representations against this application must 
be made in writing and received by the Licensing 
Service at the above address, by no later than 6th 
May 2016 

Any person may make representations on licensing 
objectives grounds only i.e the prevention of crime 
and disorder, the prevention of public nuisance, 
public safety and the protection of children from 
harm. Copies of all representations will be sent to 
the applicant. It is an offence, under section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in or in connection with an 
application for premises licence and the maximum 
fine on being convicted of such an offence is £5000. 
Stephen Thomas LAW, 8, Grassmere, Leybourne, 
Kent ME 19 5QP 

Authorised Agents for and on behalf of the applicant 


Goods Vehicle Operator’s 
Licence 

ACS Haulage Contractors Ltd of Service 
House, 61-63 Rochester Road, Aylesford, 
ME20 7BS is applying to use Murrain Place 
Farm, Detling Hill, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 
3HS as an operating centre for 5 goods 
vehicles and 5 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hill Crest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representations is available 
for the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 
Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 *ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 






Free Drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


60s Party Breaks 

Stoke Rochford Hall, Lines 

4 & 18 Nov, 2016 - £119pp 

20 Jan, 24 Feb & 31 Mar, 2017 - £129pp 

Quote SR-KOS 

Join us for a 60s-themed private party break at Stoke 
Rochford Hall in the heart of rural Lincolnshire near 
Grantham. This historic Victorian mansion is set in 28 
acres of landscaped parkland with accommodation 
in the Stable Courtyard and Woodland Lodge annexe 
and entertainment in The Venue - for over 40s only, 
all located in the grounds. Enjoy a 60s tribute act 
both nights and access to the leisure club's gym, 
heated pool, sauna and steam room. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts 
• Free use of leisure facilities • 2 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • Free Parking 


Enjoy live entertainment from a 60s tribute act both 
nights at the Thatcher's Hotel in the heart of the 
Surrey countryside just a short drive from Guildford. 
There are plenty of local attractions to explore 
during the day including Guildford Cathedral, The 
Hogs Back Brewery and Polesden Lacey. Further 
afield, Portsmouth with its Gunwharf Quays outlet 
shopping village and Spinnaker Tower is about an 
hour's drive away. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 
• 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, 
tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free Parking 


Join us for a private party that extends the New Year 
festivities and takes us on a trip down memory lane - 
for over 40s only - at Warner Bembridge, on the 
seafront on the Isle of Wight. Our weekend break 
includes a gala New Year's Eve party, lots of nostalgic 
fun and Free Drinks every night. We've lined up a 
super entertainment programme featuring tributes 
to the Beatles, the Stylistics and Tom Jones plus the 
ever-popular team pantomime. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts 
• Live nightly entertainment • 3 nights en-suite room in 
main hotel upgrades available • Return car ferry & Free 
Parking 


Great Entertainment, a fab festive atmosphere, free 
drinks, good food, free car ferry and a super location 
make Warner's Norton Grange resort, on the Isle of 
Wight, our most popular over 40s Christmas Party 
venue. We've booked the whole resort again for an 
exclusive celebration with a super entertainment 
line-up featuring 60s band Union Gap, Roy Carter of 
Heatwave, a Rod Stewart tribute and more. 
INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every 
night - house beers and spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks and mixers • Entertainment • 3 
nights standard en-suite chalet - upgrades available • 3 
breakfasts & 3 dinners • Return car ferry & Free Parking 


Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


60s Party Break 

Thatcher's Hotel, 
Guildford, Surrey 

Friday 28 Oct, 2016 - Quote: TGI O-KOS 


Back to the 60s Premium 

Carry on New Year Party 
Warner Bembridge, Isle ofWight 

Friday, 6 Jan, 2017 - Quote: NY1 -2-KOS 


Super 60s Premium 

Christmas Party at Warner 
Norton Grange, Isle ofWight 

Friday 25 Nov, 2016 - Quote: NG11 -KOS 


Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 
Friday, 8 July, 2016 
Quote: SS7-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for 
a Super Summer Private Party - for over 40s only. Our 
fun-packed weekend features 70s chart toppers 
Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie plus Abba and Rod Stewart tributes. 
Entertainment is virtually non-stop from Friday to 
Sunday evening and you'll also enjoy free drinks 
every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 
breakfasts • Free Parking 


Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


+ pp / 

Wie 

FopCanes 
& iGlie 


60s Party Break 

4-Star Hinckley Island Hotel, 

Leicestershire 

Friday, 17 June, 2016 - Quote HK6-K0S 

Join us for a private party break featuring 60s bands 
The Fortunes and The Ivy League at the 4-star 
Hinckley Island Hotel nestled in the heart of 
Leicestershire near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. 
Relax in the hotel's indoor pool and fitness suite, the 
Triumph Sports Bar and Piazza Lounge Bar, or 
venture out to nearby attractions, before dinner and 
a fun-packed evening both nights. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 

• Free use of leisure facilities • 2 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi 

• Free Parking 
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Sport 


Denly supports 
structural change 

Only one team will be promoted to Division One this season 



SUPPORTIVE: Kent’s batsman Joe Denly 


Cricket 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


CANTERBURY-BORN batsman Joe 
Denly thinks the changes to the 
County Championship structure will 
bring the best out of teams in Divi¬ 
sion Two. 

From next season, Division One 
will contain eight teams - one fewer 
than now - and Division Two will be 
home to ten teams - one more than 
now. 

Therefore, this year, only one 
county will be promoted and two rel¬ 
egated before the two-up, two-down 
system returns the following season. 

Kent finished the 2015 season in 
seventh place in Division Two, with 
Yorkshire winning their second con¬ 
secutive county title. 

Two divisions of eight and ten are 
expected to benefit the way the com¬ 
petition runs in the long term, and 
some of Kent’s key men are support¬ 
ive of the change, in which the club’s 
CEO Jamie Clifford was part of the de¬ 
cision making process. 

Denly told KoS: “I think it’s going 
to make the competition stronger. 

“Everyone’s going to be vying for 
that one spot and so we know that 
points are at a premium and that 
each match is vitally important. 

“We didn’t start well enough last 
year we all know that. 

“It’s going to be tough to get that 
top spot but if we can get that consist¬ 
ency going over the whole year, I 
don’t see why we can’t be right up 
there at the end.” 

On the field, Kent’s season opener 
against Worcestershire at New Road 
was abandoned without a ball being 


bowled in four days, meaning both 
teams are awarded five points. 

Captain Sam Northeast said earlier 
in the week: “It’s extremely frustrat¬ 
ing.” 

“After four weeks of preparation in 
pre-season and we get to the first day 
and we are unable to play and the 


sun’s out as well - the boys were rar¬ 
ing to go, so it’s pretty disappoint¬ 
ing.” 

It is the first time New Road has 
seen a complete washout in the 
County Championship since the 
floods of 2007 when successive 
games were abandoned. 


Snodland boxer Hennon in charity pledge 


Boxing 


UNBEATEN welterweight prospect 
George Hennon has pledged 25 per 
cent of his next fight purse to a 
fundraising appeal. 

In his third pro fight on April 29, 
doubling up as his York Hall debut, 
Snodland’s Hennon will donate the 
sizeable chunk of his winnings to 
The Bees Factor - a cause set up to 
support a terminally ill friend. 

Rebecca Watts, 41, has non-cura¬ 
tive cancer and the fund was 
originally formed to enable the 
young mother to take her two young 
children to Disneyland Paris and to 
make lasting memories. 

He said: “It’s my best mate’s aunty 
and as I’ve been in and out of her 
house since secondary school. 



PLEDGE: George Hennon 


“I’ve always known Bees and been 
around her a lot and she has come to 
support me in my fights before, she 


came to my last one.” 

“If I’m having a bit of a down day 
where I’m dieting and hungry or 
feeling down, I just have to think of 
her and she drives me on. 

“So this is really close to my heart 
this cause. I’ll give a minimum of 25 
per cent of my purse and I’ll be 
looking to give more if I can. 

“I’ll also have her logo on my 
shorts and t-shirts to promote the 
fundraiser. 

“There’s a 49-seater coach taking 
my support from Maidstone up to the 
York Hall for my fight and my mum 
will be taking collections on the day 
as well so that we can raise a bit 
more for her.” 

Hennon is looking to extend his 
winning run to three in three at the 
East End venue on the Dennis 
Hobson show titled, ‘Resurrection’. 




HOME: Hartsdown Park 


Margate appoint Day 
as chief executive 


MARGATE have appointed a new 
chief executive following the 
departure of Chris Pope. 

Ryan Day, 25, will take over the 
role having been responsible for the 
club’s media department for the past 
two years. 

A lifelong fan of the club, Day said: 
“It is an honour to be asked by John 
to take on this very important role 
within the club. 


“It is a new challenge for me but 
one that I will work on 24/7 to 
ensure the very best for Margate.” 

John Webb, who only recently took 
over as chairman, added: “I am 
delighted that Ryan has taken on 
this opportunity at the club. 

“We all know how much Ryan 
cares about the club and his desire 
and passion will help him succeed in 
this role.” 


Sweeney signs for next season 


MAIDSTONE United’s Dan Sweeney 
has agreed terms to extend his stay 
at the club into next season. 

The attacking midfielder signed for 
the Stones last December from 
Dulwich Hamlet and has impressed 
in the 15 appearances he has made 
so far. 

Stones boss Jay Saunders told 
the club’s website: “I am glad to 
get an agreement with Sweens 


for next season. 

“He’s a young lad with lots of 
potential and I feel he’s one of those 
who’ll get better and better the more 
he plays. 

“He’s got a big future ahead of him 
and I am delighted that he sees the 
next stage of that here with us at the 
Gallagher.” 

The 21-year-old started his playing 
career at AFC Wimbledon. 


Hawkins prepares for 
World Championships 


DITTON’S Barry Hawkins is in action this 
weekend as the snooker World Champion¬ 
ships kicks off in Sheffield. 

The potter, who turns 37 next Saturday, 
will be looking to build on a fine number of 
displays at the Crucible in recent years, 
including an appearance in the final in 
2013. 

Hawkins also reached the final of the 
Masters for the first time back in January, 
but he was comprehensively beaten 10-1 
by Ronnie O’Sullivan at Alexandra Palace. 

However, he told KoS afterwards that he 
was keen to learn lessons from the 
experience to take into the World Champi¬ 
onships over the next fortnight. 

“I built the occasion up too much in my 
mind, and I think I’ve learned from the 
experience,” he said. 

“I was playing the player rather than the 
balls, so hopefully next time I can focus 
less on Ronnie and just play my own 
game.” 

Qualifiers took place last week and the 
championship finals run until May 2. 


READY: Barry Hawkins 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT iJlIO X IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x; Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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available online 


www.thekingsferry.co.uk/3daytrial | 01634 377 577 


**see website for T&Cs 


^ compared to the train and get 

mv a ranteed seat when you 
▼ commute by coach with Kings Ferry. 

With a higher customer satisfaction 
score than both Southeastern and Virgin 
Trains"... the gap is getting bigger. 


^Statement correct at time of print 

Kings Ferry: 92%, Southeastern: 46%, Virgin Trains: 91% (Source: NRPS January 2016) 


3 DAY FREE TRIAL 1 


56 Week ending April 17,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 














